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CHAPTER XLVn. 

A new Acquaintance. 

JVlR- Weiiers brought Mr. Bendy homt 
to dinner with him.— When he laid afide 
his religious fits (and that was as often as 
he had cheerful company) he was a good- 
hearted old man, and too much wrapped 
up in his wife not to refpeft her gueft: 
Anna had never feen Bently, though both 
gentlemen had heard fufficiently of fo bad 
a woman being at Lay ton. The cheerful 
meal pafled with that mutual fatisfadlion^ 
which peace in the breaft, and plenty on 
the board, may be fuppofed to inspire, 
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ft ANNA. 

As foon as dinner was over, Anna role 
to be gone i when Mr. Bendy, taking 
hold of her ftruggling hand advifed her not 
to attempt walking by herfelf. Alarmed, 
Ihc begged to know what there was to fear ? 
*' Eear, fweet maid !'* anfwered he j "why, 
your dangers are fo manifold, I can hardly 
repeat them all : in the firft place, here 
is old Roger Bently, a hale widower 
'^ of feventy- three, finds himfelf ftrongly 
^' tempted to run away with you; then 
*' you are convicSted, on evidence of the 
'^ envy of tht women, and the admiration 
" of the men, of the high offence of beauty, 
*^ and the monftrous crimes of humility 
" and modefty: the firft they cannot 
^^ take from you ; but the two laft they 
^^ will contrive fo to disfigure, you will 
*' not y our felf know them to be your own: 
" and laftly," continued he, lowering his 
voice, " there is a certain handfome liber- 
'^ tine, of horfe-whipping, memory, whofe 
'« violence, more pleafing, is confequently 
^' niore dangerous than all." 

Anna had no idea thi^ was the perfon on 

whom 
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whom Edwin had wreaked his difappoint- 
ment and ill humour : her furprife at this 
odd accoftment was not fo great as at that 
difcovery. Mrs. Wellers, laughing, faid. 
Then, if the fair damfel were in fuch danger, 
it would be quite in his way to ftand forth 
the champion of innocence. " Is fhe really 
« innocent ?" demanded Bently, with a fig- 
nificant earneftnefs. 

" You fee the company flieis in/* faid 
Mrs. Wellers. 

Bently felt the reproof, and getting up, 
ftriking his oaken towel (without which 
he never now ventured out) hard on the 
ground, told her he would be her cham- 
pion and her friend, as long, and no longer 
than (he deferved it. This rough kindnefs 
alarmed Anna fo much, that fhe was not 
capable of making him any anfwer -, nor 
did flie find herfelf much eafier by his refo- 
lution of walking home with her. Mrs, 
Wellers, who knew the goodnefs of Mr, 
Bently's heart (which, under the appear- 
ance of mifanthropy and obftinate pofi- 
tivenefs, veiled a fenfibility which was often 
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painful to himfelf, and a generofity that 
was felt by every individual he could aflift, 
without being hurt by their grateful ac- 
knowledgements) was rejoiced at the fa- 
vourable impreflion fhe faw he had received 
of our heroine ; and, willing to increafe a 
partiality fo vilible, faid they could all walk 
home with her. "But come, Mifs Manfel," 
faid (he, " you fhall give Mr. Bently a 
*^ fong." Our heroine was too fenfible of 
her friend's kind intentions towards her, 
to hefitate at complying with her rcqueft ; 
though very much againft her inclinations, 
in the prcfent inftance ; flic fung, therefore, 
Linley's 

*' Alas ! from the day my poor heart.*' 

Bently 's eyes bore witnels to the pathos of 
the words ; and the melody of the voice 

tranfported him out of himfelf.- " Do 

^^ take notice. Madam Wellcrs," faid he, 
half fobbing, " I will have no more of this 
girl's fongs i I did not promife to make 
a fool of myfelf : but I fuppofe you un- 
'^ dcrftand mufic; do you play, Mifs ?" — 

« When 
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'' When (he can get an inftrument," faid 
Mrs.Wellers. — ^A nod from Bendy was all 
his anfwer. 

They fet out for the village in high good- 
humour, (Bently infifting on Anna's leaning 
on his arm) and were as cordially received 
by Dalton and his family, whofe affiduities 
and refpeft to our heroine were equally new 
and unaccountable. — Mrs, Dalton blamed 
her for wulldng in the heat, and for alarm-* 
ing them by her long abfence — She was 
Peggy's dear Mifs Manfel ; and their obli- 
gations te Mrs. Wellers, for her kindnefs, 
were endlefs. 

Bently, whofe religion confifted in the 
mere private praftice of a pat-ticular kind 
of love to his fellow-creatures, without ever 
entering the door of a Church or Meeting, 
except Eafter, Whitfun, and Chriftmas 
days, held Dalton and all his fedt (his 
friend Wellers only excepted) in contempt 
and diflike ; while that good man looked 
on Bently with abhorrence, as a reviler of 
religion, a prophaner of the fabbath (as he 
actually more than once had fuffered fome 

B 3 young 



6 ANNA. 

joung people he had invited to his houfc 
to flrike up a dance in his hall after tea^ on a 
Sunday evening) and an outcaft of heaven. 
Few civilities were likely to take place 
between two people fo hoftile in their in- 
clinations to each other : Mr. Bently hardly 
fat down ; he flaid only to bid Anna be 
fure to feek a friend at the Abbey«p— Mrs/ 
Wellers was as little difpofcd to prolong her 
ftay 5 the Daltons were therefore foon at li- 
berty to open to their ward the iplendid for- 
tune that awaited her acceptance. 



CHAPTER XLVID. 

The Reje£iion. 

jTTlS Amia knew nothing of the friendly 
alKanceTentered into, between the right ho- 
nmitable Lord Patric Sutton, and the re- 
verend John Dalton, her furprife was not 
niore excited by the matter, which gave 

them 
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themfuch evident pleafure^ than at the 
manner of fuch a propofal's being made j 
but while her whole heart rejeded, with an- 
tipathy and contempt, the moft diftant 
idearof fuch an union, flie had her doubts 
of its being ferioufly intended. She knew 
Lord Sutton to be perfeft mafter of diflimu- 
# lation : once her bitter enemy, and ever 
the objeft of a diflike, which flie was at 
no pains to conceal, was it likely he 
could mean to unite himfelf to her ?— 
Some myftery, flie could not help think- 
ing, lay under this aftonifliing appearance, 
and, as coming from -him, could mean her 
no good. 

Mrs, Dalton was amazed fuch great for- 
tune had not the power of tranfporting her: 
ihe aflured her over and over it was true j 
that fhe would certainly be a great lady ; 
hoped flie would get Mr. Dalton a living, 
take Peggy to wait on her, and get Billy a 
place, Jacky, into the excife, and Polly, 
Sally, and Jenny, into fomething or other. 
Thofe aflurances, and thofe expedlations, 
were echoed by all prefent. She inter- 
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9 ANNA. 

niptcd not the volubility that appeared to 
have taken pofleffion of the family ; but re- 
ferved her fentrments for the event, as Ihe 
was bid to expeft the avowal of that great 
and good man's affcftion the next day: 
the evening paflcd in the utmoft harmony ; 
a bottle of Mrs. Dalton's befl* currant wine 
added to their hUarity, and they retired to ^ 
dream of livings and fat capons. 

Before the family were ailembled to 
breakfaft next morning, a fervant arrived 
with the following letter : 

To Mifs MakS£l^ 

" Madam^ 

" Were not thofe fentiments of tender- 
*' nefs I feel for you founded on an unfur- 
^* mountable regard and long-chcrilhed at- 
" tachment, more ceremony might be re- 
** quifite on their avowal. I have told Mr* 
" Dalton my intentions of fettling on you 
*' a handfome allowance, and making you 
" Lady Sutton. You are too prudent not to 
" be fcnfible I muft forego many advantages 

ia 
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** in this difpofal of my name and fortune } 
** but my reliance is on that, and the grati- 
*' tude for your dilpofition, which together 
** with my great love for your perfon, out- 
*' balances every argument of intcreft and 
*' ambition. 

*^ I wifh the matter concluded imme- 
*^ diately; Mr. Dalton may infpeft the 
" writing, and I will follow this note, if 
" (which I think cannot be doubted) your 
" ^fwer be propitious ; till when, 
I am, my lovely girl. 
Your devoted 

Sutton/' 

While Anna was perufing this proud offer, 
the Daltons were impatient to fee, to con- 
gratulate her and themfelves, to fpeak con- 
firmation of their own hopes, and to affifl 
' in raifing hers. They were feized with 
wonder at her ftay above ftairs ) the fervant 
was very courteoufly defired to walk in and 
fit^own, an4 divers queflions afked about 
his good Lord. At length Mrs. Dalton's 
impatience carried her up ilalrs : fhe found 

B 5 our 
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our heroine in the aft of fealing a letter^ 
which, with great compofure, (he direfted 
to Lord Sutton, and then accompanied her 
down. The peribn who brought the letter 
was the great man's great man,, viz. his fer- 
vaat out of livery, and the fame on whofc 
fagacity his Lordfhip depen4€!d fo much, at 
the time he was fo good as to fend our 
young heroine into the world for expe- 
rience. He was vaunting his own import- 
ance to the gaping Dalton and his iim- 
pering daughter, when Mrs. Dalton en- 
tered, followed by Aima, the good crea- 
ture not forming an idea a Lord could be 
rejefted, ftill running on in her caftle-build- 
ing provifion for her family, and blefling the 
accident that threw the lucky orphan in 
their way. 

The fervant, who had not the leaft re- 
coUeftion of Anna's perfon, flood up, art 
the entrance, with the utmoft refpeft, and 
received her letter for his mafter, with a fer^ 
vility in his manner that fhewed his pene- 
tration. A treaty with fo beautiful a crea- 
ture, bore omens of the good fortune of the 

nego- 
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negociation which this trufty domeftic knew 
how to make ufe of. As foon as he was 
gone from the door, every mouth was open 
with inquiries of the contents of the letter, 
and her anfwer, which laft Mr. Dalton 
hinted he might have been confulted on. 
She produced the letter : he read it twice 
over, making remarks as he went on, ex- 
patiating on the generofity, the goodnefs of 
heart, the franknefs of difpofition, and 
above all, the humility of the writer, whofe 
praifes were echoed by his wife and daugh- 
ter. " Well, my dear girl,'* faid Mrs. 
Dalton, *^now your anfwer ; I long to fee 
** that : I am fure it is clever, you have 
*' fuch a knack at your pen.'* She pre- 
fented a paper with the rough copy ; but it 
is not in the power of pen to paint the in- 
ftant change of countenance, the furprife 
and dejeftion of one part, the rage and 
malice of the other, when Dalton read the 
following: 

" My Lord, 

*' 1 am equally ignorant of the fentiments 
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©f tendernefs, or the regard on which they* 
are founded^ that gives your Lordftiip a right 
to wave any ceremony confident with your 
dignity, or due tome. The contents of 
your letter, my Lord, whether ferious or 
ironical, it is not in my power to deter- 
mine; but I frankly own, nothing coming 
from a man who, unprovofcedly, could fo 
eflentially injure an innocent orphan, can 
be either agreeable or eligible, even in the 
common occurrences of life, muchlefe when 
the facred union of marriage is propofed. 

" My Lord, I really have the prudence 
to fet too great a value on my own peace 
and happinefs, to facrifice either to your 
imaginary generofityj nor will (I truft) 
the gratitude of my difpofition be called for 
in the acknowledgment of any farther fa- 
vour conferred by your Lordlhip on. 

My Lord, &c. &c, 

A. Mansel.'* 

The paper fell f^om Daltons hand as he con- 
cluded it, and his wife^s face exhibited a 
variety of colours j fpite and fury darted 

their 
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their rays from the eyes of Peggy ; but 
ipeech was denied to them all. 

Anna naturally concluded, their own 
views might lead them to wifli to fee a 
perfon on whom, ihe confeffed, they had 
many claims, in a fituation to repay them 
every obligation ; but Ihe had no fufpicion 
they would look on her as a paffive ma- 
chine, to work entirely to their own advan- 
tage little lefs could fhe expeft the fcenc 
that followed : " Wretch !'* cried Dalton, 
" and have you, then, dared to fend this 
fcrawl to that worthy nobleman ? Who, 
ungrateful fool ! doft thou think is bound 
to fupport thy upftart pride ? Or how wilt 
thou pay what the law will enforce for 
thy maintenance and bringing up, whic^ 
*^ I now demand, md will inftantly employ 
" an officer to arreft thee for ? You (hall go 
Madam to jail, and fee if there, in want 
of food, raiment, and every neceflary 
" of life, you will find another Dalton!" 
With thefe words he went haftily out of the 
room, leaving Anna a ftatute of furprife 
and terror. It was now her turn to be 

dumb. 
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14 ANNA. 

dumb ; tears were likcwile denied her -, fhe 
already faw herfelf in the rude hands of 
bailiffs, and anticipated the terror of the 
prifon fhe was threatened with. Mrs. Dal- 
ton, though fhe had no idea her hufband 
could really intend a meafure her confci- 
ence told her was at once barbarous and un- 
jufl, was, in reality, fo much difpleafed and 
hurt herfelf, that fhe the readier adopted the 
condudt he hadafTumcd, though, at the fame 
time, fhe was fure it was merely meant to in- 
timidate her. Peggy, the unfeeling Peggy, 
forfook the caufe of her youth and fex, to 
vent the mofl cruel reproaches on Anna for 
her ungrateful return to the charity they had 
fhewn her, fhe reviled her, in the bitterfl 
terms, for her pride and poverty -, and ad- 
ded every infult envy and ill-nature could 
invent to her inveftives. It is not probable 
an early period would have beta put to her 
eloquence, had it not been interrupted by 
the fudden fall off the chair, wh^re fhe fat, 
of the unhappy objcdt to whom it was ad- 
drefTed. 

When they beheld her pale and motion- 

kik 
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lefs at their feet, fright and terror took the 
place of anger j and dear felf being ftill the 
objcft in view, operated now as ftrongly in 
their cndeavous to recover, as it had before 
done in reducing her to the fituation ihe was 
then in : they got her laid on a bed, unlaced, 
and almoft wafhed her with hartfhorn in vain. 
From the inftant Dalton left the room, her 
fenfes forfook her ; nor had (he been fenfi- 
ble of a fingle reproach from either mother 
or daughter. To their mutual confternation 
and difmay, they found every effort to re- 
ftore her to life ineffeftual : they fcnt to 
every probable place after Dalton ; he was 
not to be found. They then began to have 
the moft alarming fears for her life, and at 
length fent for Dr. CoUct : his (kill and at- 
tention, in half an hour, brought her to the 
appearance of fenfe j but her perfcdk recove- 
ry was preceded by a violent burft of hyfte- 
rics. Collet found himfelf exceedingly inter- 
cfted for his patient : fo lovely a worn an he had 
never before fccn -, and the fituation in which 
he found her left not a doubt with him but 
the diforder was on her mind -, and notwith- 

ftanding 



i6 ANN A/ 

ftanding all he had heard concerning heri 
flie had fo much the peculiar happineis of 
bearing in her open countenance the traits 
of innocence and ingenuity, that Collet 
became an inftant convert to her looks ; 
he afkcd, with the voice of kindncfs, how 
flie found herfelf, and whether there were 
any thing in his power, as doftor, or 
friend, that would foothe or relieve the 
evident diftrefs of her mind. She thanked 
him fervently for the humane offer, but 
faid, at prefent, Ihe had not fufficiently 
the power of recolleftion to avail hdrftlf of 
his kindnefs, nor did fhe choofe wholly to ~ 
decline it : fhe earneftly begged, then, to 
be left to herfelf; which was complied with, 
though with fomc difficulty on the part of 
Mrs. Dalton. 
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CHAPTER XLIX. 

Tbf Ehpement. 

It was by this time three o'clock, and 
no Dalton returned ; Anna's dread of his 
rc-appearance was unfpcakable : at firft it 
occurred to her fhe might go to Mrs. 
Wellers' 5 but, as thatftcp could not foil to. 
enrage Dalton, what could fhe hope from 
it, but to be torn from her protection, or 
to be a tax on the generofity of people 
who were little more than ftrangcrs to hery 
to pay his demand? If the idea of Mr. 
Bently's particular charge prefented itfelf," 
it was accompanied by the fame conclu- 
fion ; and her return to Mr. Manfel was, for 
the fame reafon, rendered imprafticable 5 
but to continue under the roof of a man 
who could fufier fuch a thought to enter 
his heart againft her, was to put herfclf 
entirely in his power. As to Lord Sutton, 
it was unfortunate for that paflionate lover, 

that 
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that he never obtruded on the thoughts 

of his fair miftrefs, unattended by fome 

Tery untoward circumftances by way of 

concomitant to the antipathy fhe felt for 

him. 

When, little more than an infant, fhe 

was difcarded by Mrs. Melmoth, he was 
the perfon to whofe baneful influence fhe 
attributed that misfortune ; when Ihe loft 
the favour of Lady Edwin,* he was the 
fufpeded, though fecret enemy ; and now 
when her heart was breaking with grief 
and apprehenfion, her mifcry originated 
with him : and could any circumftance on 
earth induce her to heiitate one moment, 
whether to rejeft, at all rifks, or unite 
herfelf, for life, to a being ftie held with 
fo much reafon in abhorrence ? His ihe 
determined never to bej and no way 
offering to her imagination to avoid him 
but flight, it no fooner ftruck her as her 
only refource, than fhe inftantly refolved 
to put it into execution : but here again 
a thoufand difficulties occurred ; fhe was 
wholly without acquaintance, deflitute of 

friendsj 
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friends, and had very little money : not 
a creature in the created fpace of nature 
could (he apply to for proteftion or aflift- 
ance; neverthelefs, the alternative was too 
horrible to fuffer her to deliberate i her 
part was to refblve. 

The ftage, fhe recoUefted, pafled to- 
wards London at five o'clock J could fhe 
but reach it, ftie would have hope. Mrs. 
Wellers was in London, on the inquiries 
after her charafter in Grofvenor-fquare ; to 
her fhe might eafily write, and by that 
means put it out pf the cruel Dalton's 
powei* to be troublefome to her friends. 
The idea that again brought Dalton and 
his threats to her mind, was fb terrible, 
all fear of danger, all dread of throwing 
herfelf among flrangers, vanifhed : of the 
wickednefs and villany every where to be 
met with in the metropolis (he had heard j 
but it mufl be bad, indeed, if in any part 
worfe men than Sutton, or more barba- 
rous than Dalton, were to be found : the 
leaft delay might put it out of her power 
to efcape i he might now be coming to put 

his 
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his threats in execution ; that very night 
might be fpent in a prifon, from whence 
flie could not be liberated, but at the ex - 
pence of every thing dear to her : no time 
was therefore left for ccmfideration. 

Her bed-room luckily contained all her 
trunks, and what elfc of raluc flie could 
call her own; flie haftily packed Up a 
couple of gowns, feme linen, and a few 
valuables, the late property of the deceafed 
Mrs. Manfelj that done, the doctor's 
friendly offer recurred to her memory; ftie 
begged the maid to call him without dis- 
turbing her miftrefe, who ^ was at dinnef j, 
the girl, who very much refpedled her, 
obeyed, and Collet was introduced alona 
to his fair patient. 

Her terror and agitation increafing sls 
the day advanced, her natural timidity 
gave way to the urgency of her aiFairs : 
Ihe therefore inftantly afked him if he were 
in earned in his offers to ferve her ? Upon 
his word he was, 

" Well, then. Sir," faid fhe, "it is of 
** the laft importance to me to be able to 

" quit 
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*^ quit this place direftly: I have not a 
•* moment to loofe, nor a friend in the 
*' world i I am in debt to Mr. Dalton 

more than is in my power to pay ; but 

Heave things of value behind me : thofe 
*' trunks are all full of good clothes, 
*^ given me (burfting into tears) by a dear 
*^ friend who loved me : I have no wifli 
** but to pay as far as all I have will go; 
*' will you, Sir, be fo good as to put your 
^' feal on them for that purpofe ?" ^^ I 
" will do any thing you wilh me/' faid 
the good-natured Collet, greatly moved.-— 
*^ God reward you. Sir," anfwered ihe : 
*^ one favour more I have to afk, which 
*' is, your advice how I fhall convey this 
*^ bundle to the ftage, unfeen by the fa- 
*^ mily." — " I will fend my boy ," returned 
Collet : " throw it out of the back win- 
'^ dow; he fhall receive and carry it round 

the corner, whither you had beft follow 

the moment you get out." 

Mrs. Dalton now coming • up, the doc- 
-tor tookhimfclfofF, firft giving a fignificant 
glance at the window. When he was gone, 
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Mrs. Dalton began to wonder what wa* 
become of her iiufband, where he could 
be gone, and on what errands for what- 
ever he might fey in his paffion, flie was 
Cure, except very mutb p-ovoked indeed, he 
would never take the ftep he had threat- 
ened: to be iure it was a very grievous 
thing to have a young perfon they had 
brought up as their own, and loved fo 
well, turn out fo obftinate, felf- willed, and 
blind to her own intcreft, as well as theirs ; 
and after always behaving fb well to htr, 
to have her refufe an offer that would be 
the making of them all : but ihe hoped, 
on fcrioufly confidering the importance and 
advantage of Lord Sutton's love, Anna, 
her dear Anna, would think better of it. 
The good woman, who really loved our 
heroine, blended her happinefs fo entirely 
with the interefl: of her own family, that 
ihe perfu^ded herfclf it was one and 
the lame thing, and her intreaties were 
accompanied with tears. Anna had the 
gentlcft of human hearts : every inftancc 
of maternal tendernefs now returned to her 

memory i 



A N N A* 23 

inemory: flie recoHefted, with gratitude 
and affcftibn, the expofed ftate of her in- 
fancy, and candidly owned to herfelG the 
hopes entertained of the aggrandifement of 
her family through fuch unexpected means, 
were natural i and therefore, in confe- 
quence, the difappointment bitter : fhe was 
now, for the laft time perhaps, with a 
perfon who had been to her a careful good 
mother ; it was yet in her power to fatisfy 
her own feelings, by amply rewarding the 
care taken of her helplefs years j or it was 
yet in her choice to abandon what had 
been to her a parental roof, and, by ex- 
pofing herfelf to a pitilefs world, encoun- 
ter evils of which fhe had but a faint idea— 
her timid heart fhrunk from the trial* 
But what was the dreadful alternative? 
Lord Sutton, proud, defigning and vin- 
didive, were it probable he would forego 
a fcheme, which, by his own note, it was 
proved,, had coft him fo dpijr ? Or would 
he not rather fcek revenge for the indignity 
offered his pride ? Interefl fhe well knew 
to be the god of Dalton'5 idolatry : fo rich, 

fo 
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fo powerful a man, whofe very name car- 
ried a talifmanic influence with narrow 
minds, wanted not the means, and it was 
idle to think he would want inclination, to 
prevail on him to aft as he direded : (he 
knew the cruelty of his difpofition and 
dreaded being its viftim ; but to marry him, 
or indeed any other, one in the world only 
excepted flie would die firft! and again, 
the terrors ihe before felt at the thoughts of 
Dalton's return, feized her, which, on her 
being forbid walking in the air, increafed 
to fuch a degree, it was with great diifH- 
culty fhe was kept from fainting : fhe then 
begged to beleft to reft, as flic was too 
weak, and too much exhaufted, for conver- 
jfation. Mrs. Dalton, with her natural 
good-humour, dcfired h^r to think oh what 
flie had faid, and put it in her power to 
inform Mr. Dalton, when he came home, 
of her rcfolution to apologize to Lord 
Sutton for the rude and improper letter 
(he fent him. Anna's eyes filled with tears 
as Mrs. Dalton afieftionately embraced her 
at parting : again her refolution wavered — 

when 
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when, cafting her eye towards the window, 
flie faw Collet's lad : that inftant, there- 
fore, was the crifis of her fatej no time 
muft be l5ft in deliberation ; ihe threw out 
the bundle, and recommending het-felf and 
her caufe to the protection of heaven, ftole 
down unperceived, through a back door, 
into a lane, ffom whence a foot-path 
crofled a field, out 'of the fight of the 
houfe, and led to the high road : at the 
ftile fhe found the lad waiting with her 
things; and in half a minute theftage, 
which Collet had ordered to ftop there, 
drew up : fortunately 1 had no other pafT- 
enger ; (he haftily got into it, and drawing 
up the fhutter, which was half wood and 
half glafs, took breath. 



CHAPTER L. 

The Storm. 

In the firft hurry of Anna's fplrits, fhe 

knew not whether to lament or rejoice at 

the fuccefs of her fcheme ; her unfriended 
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ifituation, and total ignorance of any part 
of London, but that leaft eligible for h^ 
to be feen in, or any one perfon to whom, 
in her prefent fituation, fhe could properly 
-apply, fo fliocked her imagination, that 
the coach no fooner moved oflf than her 
xourage failed; fear and apprehenfion 
tempted h^r to return, Suppofe fhe -went 

• 

to Mrs. Wdlers, only to try whether a maa 
who had brought her up with his own 
children, could really be fo cruel ! fo in- 
human ! or whether his threats were' not, 
as Mrs. Dalton fai4, the efFefts of paflion, 
which would be forgotten when that was 
over : at worft fhe could but leave the IJili 
privately, if he perfifted in his demands. 

-This new plan, aided by the recoiling 
of hejr imaginj^.tioxi At tlie dreary profpeft 
before ker, liad well nigh been adopted, 
when over the top of the fhutter, as fhe was ' 
going to cafl a wifhful look on the place 
fhe had left, a hacjtney-poach pafTed, i;i 
which fhie plainly faw the hateful vifage of 
lord Sutton in earnefl conference with 

DftltOM 
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t)alton— A fight fo confirming to her worft 
fears, turned the fcale : (he threw herfelf on 
her knees, to thank Heaven for having in* 
ipired her with refolution to fly from the 
fnare laid for her, and again endeavoured to 
think of fome place, where fhe might be, for 
the prefent, fecure from ^he evils flie had 
cfcaped, as well as thofe to which fhe might 
be ftill liable. After turning in her mind 
every poffible means of procuring a fafe and 
creditable lodging, ftie was obliged to kavc 
that effcntial point to chance. 

It was about half paft fix when the ftagc 
got to Whitechapel: the firft ftand they 
came to, (he defired the driver to call her a 
hackney-coach, and changed her vehicle, 
without having yet determined where to go. 
After being repeatedly aflced by the coach* 
man, where he was to drive ? Not being 
able to recolleft any other place, Ihe an- 
fwered, " Weftminlter."— " Wefl:minfter !'• 
repeated the man, " is a large place— -you 
'* may as well order me to drive to Ijon- 
<' don — ^What part muft I go to^*' This 
queftion, fimple as it was, confufed and 

C 2 diiturbcd 
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difturbcd her; after fome hefitation, fhe 
anfwercd, « The Abbey."— The man 
mounted his box, and drove off- Every 
ftep they went filled her with unfpeakable 
apprehenfions they fhould foon reach their 
journey's end ; Where on earth could (he, 
whofe exiftence was of corifequence to no 
living creature, go to then? Even the 
fhelter of a hackney-coach had a degree 
of comfort attending it ; yet of that fhe 
fliould foon be deprived. Every bufy face 
fhe pafTed, however mean their appearance, 
were objeds whofe fituations were, in com- 
parifon of hers, enviable. — They had a 
home; they had connexions; they were 
not deftitute of the endearing ties of blood : 
even the wretched wanderer, who knows 
not where to lay his head, could fhare his 
miferies with parents, children, or fome 
kind relatives, who would feel for, if they 
could not relieve, his diflrefs. In the midft 
of thofe infupportable refleftions, it began 
to thunder and lighten ; the rain poured in 
torrents from the heavens ; and the coach-* 
nian, impatient himfelf to obtain fhelter 

from 
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from the weather, drove on at a furious 
rate — Anna was naturally terrified at thun- 
der ; it was a weaknefs (he was particularly 
fubjeft to * but, at this period, the terror 
of the ftorm, loft in the more Ihocking 
lituation of her mind, was not attended to, 
till, turning the corner of a narrow ftreet, 
which the coachman had chofen to cut the 
way as fhort as poflible, one of the hind 
wheels flew off, and the coach was inftantly 
overturned : providentially Ihe received no 
hurt, but what was the efFeft of the fright ; 
and that was much lefs than it would have 
been, had fuch an accident happened to 
her in lefs diftrefled circumftances. — People 
flocked to their doors, although the ftorm 
continued ftill too violent to fufFer many to 
gratifiy their curiofity, by crowding round 
the broken vehicle. However, a decent, 
plderly woman, at whofe little fliop- window 
hung a few pair of gloves and ftockings, 
together with fome children's fhoes and 
caps, opened her glafs door, and invited our 
heroine in. She thankfully accepted her 
civility, and was conducted through a fmall 

C 3 ihop 
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fhop into a fmaller parlour, where iat 1^ 
young woman in mourning, who very good- 
naturedly offered her chair, and afllfted 
the woman of the (hop in hei* civilities. 
The tears of Anna, whofe inward agitation 
was far greater than her apparent caufe, 
were no longer to be reftrained i fhc wept 
violently, and having given that feafon- 
able vent to heremottons> grew more com- 
pofed. The firft thing that then ftruck 
her, was the bundle, which, in her confu- 
fion, Ihe had forgotten to take out of the 
coach J but> entirely ignorant of the villany 
praftifed conftantly in the metropolis^ with- 
out feeling the Teaft alarmed, fhe now di- 
refted her attention to the carriage. 

A mob had by this time furrounded it : 
the coachman had taken off the horfes, and 
was going, as he faid, to alk his mafter's 
direftions about the coach, when he was 
flopped to give an account of the lady's 
bundle : the man either had not feen it, or 
pretended he had not ; for he direftly re- 
turned, and fearched eveiy part in and about, 
the coach,^ without fuccefs i it was not to 
be found. ^j^^^^ 
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When this unfortunate circumftancc was- 
Cold Anna, flie aftually ^fpcd for breath ^ 
and fbr fome moments her countenance, 
ever expreflivt of the feelings of her hearty 
betrayed the mod poignant delpair. A 
watch, two guineas, and a mourning ring^ 
werfe her whole poffeffion — Without a fmgle 
change of any fort, a friend to fpeak to, or 
home to receive her, fhe found herfelf very 
much indifpofed ; had uncommon pains in 
her head and limbs ; and the accumulating 
misfortunes that followed, fo afFefted her^ 
(he thought her woes were drawing to a- 
period — Not able to* ftand,. (he funk to 
the ground, exclaiming, God be merciful 
to me ! What is to conie next ? The wo- 
men in vain attempted to footh and pacify 
her : the agitation of her mind, the adven- 
tures of the day, and the uncertainty of 
what might yet happen before the clofe of 
it, added to an uncommon heat and drought 
which increafed every moment, induced 
her willingly to accept of the humane offer 
made her by Mrs. Hughes (the young 
woman I mentioned,) to lie down on the 
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bed, where Ihe prefently fell into (o found a 
fleep, it was not eafy to awalce her. 

The hofpitable women gave themfelves 
no other concern, as the night came on, 
about their gueft, than what the idea of the 
fufFerings of the friends of fo amiable a 
creature on her flaying out, fuggefted — 
I have faid, Anna's countenance always 
made her friends : they were charmed with 
^ her Iqoks and manner ; nor could they re- 
frain, as fhe lay afleep, admiring the beauty 
of her pcrfon — ^Above the middling clafe 
they were fure fhe was : her drefs was per- 
feftly genteel and good ; though plain, it was 
indeed the very Circaffian defcribed by Mifs 
Bibbins — ^A large black t)onnet and cloak, 
a morning-cap, and hair quite undreficd, 
half hid the elegance of her figure, when fhe 
entered the houfe, but when thefe were re- 
moved, fhe appeared, as fhe really was, a 
moft perfeft creature. 

At midnight (he awoke i but what was 
the conflernation of the women^^ to find her 
totally infenfible to eVery thing around her, 
and burning hot ! They immediately fent 

for 
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for a neighbouring apothecary, who pro- 
nounced her in a fever of the irruptive kind. 

The diftrefs of the women may be con- 
ceived, when in addition to the fmall hopes he 
gave of her recovery to fenfc, before the turn 
of her diforder, the fearch which was made 
in his prefence, into her pockets, left them in 
entire ignorance of' her family, friends, and 
connexions. — In this dreadful ftate. Pro- 
vidence threw our heroine on the benevo- 
lence of people, whole goodnefs of heart 
and humane difpofition. was fuch, that 
power only was wanting to render them of 
the greateft benefit to fociety. 

Mrs. Hughes was a young widow, whofe 
concerns had brought her to London for a 
few weeks, . and had accidentally taken that 
lodging : (he declared, fhe would not only 
give up her bed to the poor ftranger, but 
would defray the expence of her illncfs i 
the woman of the houfe and her daughter 
agreed alternately to nurfe her, and the 
apothecary engaged his conftant attend- 
ance. — In this ftate of infcnfibility, .happy 
to her, we muft now leave our heroine, and 
-return to our friends at Layton. 
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CHAPTER U. 

A mhle Mind in Dijirefs^ 

W^HEN Dalton went out in the morn- 
ing, his firft aim was to overuke the fervant 
who carried Anna's anfwer to her noble lo- 
ver : rage gave him ftrength, and between 
walking and running, he reached the man- 
fion of Lord Sutton within one minute after 
the man got admittance. The nextthingwas 
to endeavour to foften the harfli ungrateful 
letter his lordfliip had juft received. — He 
was fhewn into the library, where he found 
that flower of nobility, trying to hide his 
mortified vanity aad anger under the ap- 
pearance of contempt.,—" Very welli Mr. 
" Parfon,'* faid he, with the open letter in 
his hand, " upon my honour, this fame ward 
of yours does you infinite credit;" " My 
Lord„ I beg, I entreat your Lordlhip" — 
bowing to the very ground. — " Oh,f>fay fay 
" no more, the thing is at an end ; I fhall 
'* certainly not trouble Mifs anymore : yet," 
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{wearing pretty roundly, *' a man of my 
rank, my connexions, my fortime and 
figure in the world, to be refufed by a 
" wench with not a fixpence — but it is now 
*' plain fhc was undone ; that Welch fel- 
" low had certainly gotten her : it was im- 
" poflible fhe could elfe have been fb blind 
" to the honour he had done her ; but fhe 
would dearly repent it.'/ — ^^ That fhe 
fhall indeed, my good Lord," aniwered 
Dalton i "if your Lordfhip gives her up, flie 
" fhall rot in ajaiL" At this threat, the 
noble munificent countenance of the peer 
brightened up : he agreed fhe defervcd no 
favour, either from- his good friend or fiim- 
felf, nor fhould fhe find any ; but when he 
was acquainted with what had pafled in the 
morning, he blamed Dalton for his well- 
meant zeal, wifely concluding, if there really 
was a connexion between her and Edwin, it 
was likely he would be applied to by her 
on fuch an exigence. However, after many 
arguments pro and con, it was determined 
Dalton fhould fue out a writ againfl Anna 
for one hundred and fifty pounds, and take 
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down an officer, in order, if circumftinccs 
fhould render it neceflary, to oblige her to 
return with him to town ; and his Lordftiip 
condefcended to be of the party — But the 
Supreme Power, who counterafts the deep - 
eft laid fchemes, rendered this ftep the 
means of difconcerting the whole matter; 
for had they not been met, as I have related^, 
by our heroine, her terror at the ftep fhe 
had taken would have certainly carried her 
back, where, in all human probability, flie 
muft at laft have become the property of 
the man ftie moft hated on earth. 

She was not miffed when they arrived at 
the village. — In order to avoid any alarm, 
Dalton and his noble companion alighted 
before they got to the houfe ; and the officer 
was direAed to put up the coach, and wait 
at the King's Head. 

Mrs. Dalton and Peggy were at tea, when 
this unexpected honour dropped in on them; 
grievous was the tale they had to relate.—- 
The fhock poor Anna had received dwelt 
too ftrongly on Mrs. Dalton^s mind, not to 
Be repeated with fmcere diftrefs : and Lord 

Sutton 
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Sutton was warned, by a look from the huf- 
band, not to truft her with any more of their 
intentions than could be avoided. 

Mortified and enraged, as was that noble- 
man, he could not help betraying different 
emotions, during her account of the pitiable 
iituation of his lovely conquerefs, to find 
himfelf, and what was more, his fortune, 
held in contempt, at the fame moment that 
he yet adored the implacable objed:, who 
thus dared rejeA his love, and fcorn his 
power ; to know, when they were of the moft 
confequence to his peace, all his arts, all his 
plaufible, his ftudied manoeuvres, failed in 
their expefted efFeA, inflifted on him a fen- 
iible grief ; and the idea, that fhe who occa- 
fioned it was likewife miferable, gave him a 
malignant pleafure. But again, when fancy 
brought to his mental view, the lovely, 
the enchanting maid, her in whom all his 
wifhes centered, torn with anguifh, finkir 
with diflrefs and fear ; feelings of tenderr 
utter Grangers before to his callous 
foftened and unmanned him : equalh-^^y Mrs* 
to bear fenfations fo new, or to e^^our of the 

elope-- 
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the torture of fufpenfe, he defired to fee 
her> and begged Mrs. Dalton to aflure her 
It fhould be, if fhe wifhed it, the laft time 
he would trouble her. 

She ^ent up ftairs— but returned in a fe^ 
cond, with a look of confternation, and told 
them, Anna was not there ! 

*^ What ! was fhe fbfoon recovered ? Was 
« ftie out ? Oh," faid Dalton, "111 roufe 
*' her, rU warrant youj'* and, going up, 
called loudly on her name at every ftep. In 
fliort, the apartments, the gardens, and en^- 
virons, were all fearched; no Anna was to 
be found. "Well, it was very fly," Peggy- 
faidi " but flie was undoubtedly gone to 
" Mrs. Wellers'." She was difpatched ta 
inquire — No Anna had been there — that la- 
dy went early to town, -^d was not returned^ 

A general council was now called, and 

inquiries made in the neighbourhood. Mr. 

.Bently's parting words were over-heard by 

• :jgy — flie would lay her life Anna was 

The {^^ ^^^ Abbey. Another meiTenger was- 

too {IroB^^^ ^^^ returned uniuccefsfuL Lord 

• fie repeatedf^^ ^^^ think of going home ia 

that 
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that uncertainty, though his heart funk 
within him, and jealoufy was amtng the new 
and comfortable inmates of his bofom^ 

Late in the evening, a meflage wa* 
brought from Mrs. Wellers, defiring to fee 
Mifs Manfel in the morning.: they avoided 
giving the fervant a hint of her abfence, at 
the requeft of Lord Sutton i whofe pride waa 
gratified in the fuperior notice taken of her 
he fo ardently wifhed to call his own. He 
Ilaid there that night, but without even ly- 
ing down, and refpeft obliged the family to 
accompany him. 

The morning came, but without fatFsfac- 
tion ; and the anxiety of his foul fo affe Aed- 
his health, and lowered his Ipirits, as to ren- 
der him an objeft truly deplorable : he 
dcfired fome tea, and ordered the coach to 
convev him home. 



CHAPTER US. 



Candid Conclujions. 

W HILE the tea was getting ready Mrs,. 
Wellers, having heard fome rumour of the 
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40 ANNA. 

elopement, which was confirmed by Anna*s 
not coming to her appointment, walked 
down to Dalton's. As fhe had no know- 
ledge of Lord Sutton's perfon, (and either 
that was not an emblem of his rank and dig- 
nity, or fhe was fo ftupid as not to obferve 
it) her eyes brufhedflightly over him to Mrs. 
Dalton, whofe looks plainly fpoke her want 
of reft, and difturbed mind : fhe afked af- 
ter Mifs Manfel. 

Mrs. Dalton burft into tears ; her appre- 
henfions were fecret, but difmal ; and fhe 
dreaded every rajv at the door would fatally • 
confirm the fad prefageher mindhad formed. . 
Her hufband, ^Vho never fawthe matter 
would become the talk of the place, thought 
to make the beft of it, by faying they had ' 
had a few words, and Mifs Manfel had left 
them in a huff. Mrs. Wellers fighed, but 
made no comments on either fide. After a 
little infignificant chat, fhe took her leave ; 
it was, fo much had fhe been influenced in 
favour of Anna, painful to her to encounter 
the furmifes and hints, flie knew would em- 
ploy the whole village : fhe could fay no- 
thing 
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thing in vindication of her favourite, and 
it was irkfome to her to hear condemned a 
young creature^ who had made fo great an 
intereft in her efteem, in fo fhprt a time : 
ihe therefore took the field- way home; 
where, when ftie arrived, Mr. Bcntly was 
waiting for her. "Why, Madam WcUers," 
faid he eagerly, " your little friend is naught 
" at laft ; fhc is gone off, it feems. Well, 
well, I have been deceived by man, and 
betrayed by woman j and fmcc this girl, 
whofe look s carried the innocence of in- 
fancy into the maturity of beauty, has, 
likewife impofed on my ^opes by^ a. 
falfe appearance, I will no more be a 
dupe to my own wiflies: but. Madam,, 
can you fay nothing for her ? will your 
candour give her up ? Do fay * fome- 
thing — for the credit of human nature, 
do— fay this is a curfed fcandalous place, 
that the girl ]s ill ufed, and that fhc is 
under your proteftioui— for the love of 
God, do." 

" I wilh, Mr. Bcntly," anfwered the 
good woman, *^ I could with truth fay all 
^^ you wilh in her favour." 

, '< What^ 
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What, you can*t then ^ and flie is not 
gone to your fon's ? Curfed be the arts- 
that feduced the faireft work of heaven ^ 
But it is quite over ? can nothing be done 
tofave or reclaim her ? Half my fortune" 
would I this moment give to have her 
now fitting at your right hand in inno- 
cence and honour." 

Mrs. Wellers> whofe foul, fraught with 
cyery virtue of humanity, had all her fex's' 
foftnefs about it, and whofe attachment to* 
Anna had been as pleafing as ftrong, was^ 
affeded beyond expreffioh at the earneftnefs 
of the generous Bently : fhe dropped* a tear 
which infefted her companion. 

At this moment a Mrs. Wilfon was an- 
nounced. This perfon was formerly a fervant 
in the family, married the coachman, and 
was a:t this period miftrefs of the inn hereto- 
fore defcribed : ftie was an old maid when 
fhe entered the holy pale ; was then, and' 
ftill continued, a woman of that volubility, 
and thirft of knowledge, few things palled in' 
the village, fhe was not acquainted with,, 

either 
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ckher in the public or private tranfaftions 
of its inhabitants i -and fewer ftill fhe did 
not repeat with her own comments and ad- 
ditions. She knew Madam Wellers was 
very fond of the girl at the Methodift Par- 
fon's, though fhe had not taken half the 
notice of a niece of her's Ihe had recom- 
mended to fucceed in her place ; her natu- 
ral love of goflip was therefore increafed by 
two motives ;. one was a defire of fhewing 
Mrs. Wellers how ill juilgcd her partiality 
was ; the other, a bit of revenge for her 
prefuming to take a young perfon into- 
greater favour than her aforefaid niece. She 
ftill continued to wafli her mittrefs's laces : 
the exGufe for this morning's call, was to 
know if Ihe wanted any thing done \ and 
before an anfwer could be given, aflicd if 
Madam had heard the news \ 

Mrs. Wellers guefTed it refpefted Anna,, 
and not being under any reftraint with this, 
woman, anfwered in the negative, and bid 
her repeat what fhe had heard. 

" Why, dear me. Ma'am, that young 
^body ajt Parfon Dalton's has ihewn her 

clovcni 
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cloven foot at laft j in good earned Ihe is 
gone ofF with the gentleman, he who ufed 
you fo ill Sir/' curtfying to Bently ; 
what a pity it is you was fo deceived in 
her! — every body wondered how it 
could be.". 

" That (he is gone," faid Mrs. Wellcrs, 
I believe, but not with any gentleman." 
" Ah, law, ma'am ! well, to be fure, it's 
vaftly good in you : but indeed 'tis a 
great pity. Dr. Parker's old groom lives 
with him; and he told my hufband and 
I, no longer fince than yefterday, what 
a fine beautiful lady his wife is, and 
what a power of money fhe brought him : 
for my part, I think 'tis a fhame fuch 
fluts are fufFcred to live; I would have 
them burnt alive. There was he, hi a 
horfeman's great coat, and Tom out of 
his livery; 1 hardly knew him> 1 am 
fure; waiting and peeping about at our 
houfe, till he got her off; but it will come 
home to the hufly, that's a fure thing." 

Mrs. Wcllerswas aftonilhed — Mr. Bently. 

(jueftioncd 
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queftioned her over and over ; ' flie varied 
liot — indeed there was little room for varia- 
tion, as it was literally true. Mr. Edwin 
having fent his valet to reconnoitre, and 
hearing by him that Anna walked alone to 
the hill, watched for that opportunity of 
following and (peaking to her : her fudden 
illnefs reached Mrs. Wilfon ; and fhe, ac- 
cording to cuftom, fet it going. Edwin 
was foon informed of an accident that ren- 
dered his journey a fruitlefs one j neverthe- 
lefs he waited, till, by the fame channel 
of intelligence, he heard of her recovery, 
and then returned to London. Mr. Bently 
groaned, and beat a tattoo with his oaken 
towel ; Mrs. Wellers was loft in thought, 
when Dr. Collet made his appearance ; and 
Wilfon was ordered to wait in the kitchen^ 
In the affiftance given our heroine. Dr. 
Collet had been wholly aftuated by the 
divine impulfe of humanity and compaf- 
fion i he had not at the time fufFered a 
thought of the propriety, or even the lega- 
lity, of the adl to intervene between his 
philanthropy and his prudence; he had 

folemnly 
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folemnly engaged to put his feal oh het 
efFefts : but it had not occurred to him it 
•was proper he fhould know her motives for 
^he defperate ftep flie was taking : he had 
promifed young Herbert to watch all her 
aftionsj and yet had aflifted her to move 
X)ut of his own knowledge: thofe things 
confidered, he was out of humour with 
his own condud; and mufed on the part 
it now become him to aA, till, bewildered 
In his ideas, he walked to the hill to com- 
municate the whole tranfaftion, and to take 
Mrs. Wellers' advice and opinion. Mr. 
Bently and the lady were at firft barely at^ 
tentive, but the ftory foon made interefted 
.auditors, when it was concluded: "Then,** 
x:ried Mr. Bently with tranfport, "Ihe 
5s not at laft gone with that puppy; 
and flie was willing to give up her 
■finery to pay her debts, poor girl! 
though given by a friend who loved her 
too ! Ah, lovely girl, thou wilt find 
many, I fear, who will fupply that lofs. 
Love ! Yes, the lion loves the lamb to 

deftroy it! but it fhall be thine own 

fault. 
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tfkult, if, whether now innocent or guilty, 
thy future fte|)s lead not to honour and 
^' peace." Mrs. Wellers' firft impreflions, 
at hearing Collet's relation, were thofe of 
joy i but when flie laid every circumftance 
together, there appeared nothing in her 
application to the doAor, for his affiftance, 
to clear her from the fufpicion of going 
with Edwin : the manner of her departure, 
at the inftant fee knew inquiries were 
making into her chi^adieri was rather a 
/Confirmation of the worftj and, indeed, 
was one ftrong reafon why Collet was dif- 
fatisfied at his own conduft, which appeared, 
©n refleftion, rather an acb of weaknefs than 
humanity. Not fo, Mr. Bendy ; he was 
obftinately bent on retaining every favoura- 
ble impreflion of her, and fo peevifli at the 
Jeaft hint that tended t-o kt any part of her 
-conduft in a blameable light, that Mrs. 
AVdlers fufFered him todepart without ac- 
jquainting him, as fhe did the dodor, with 
,aU her reafons for fearing the worft« 
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I 

CHAPTER Lffl, 

French Policy. 

W HEN wc left the Edwin family, it 
was not with the moft favourable ideas of 
the liability of their friendlhip, or the con- 
fifl-ency of their conduct. 

Frajan had ftrong reafons to fear, as well 

m 

as to hate Anna. No fooner had fhe fhut 
each avenue of kindncfe to her at Melmbth 
Lodge, than, infatiate in avarice as revenge, 
ihe began to confider how, in evfcry point of 
view, the innocent giri's ruin could be turn- 
ed moft to her intercft. Half the money 
Mrs. Melmoth, by defire of the Colonel, 
had lirdercd, fhe put into her own purfe : 
void of principle, modefty, or common ho- 
nefty, it was not to be cxpeftcd the amiable 
governante would lofe any opportunity of 
blackening the charadler of a young crea^ 
ture Ihe had {o deeply injured, and whofe 
return to favour would difcover her fraud 
and iniquity. One enormous aft of wick^ 
^ cdnefs 
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lednefs too often is fucceeded by another ; 
encouraged by the- fuccefs, or neceffitatedto 
conceal the paft, the progreffion of vice, 
after the firft plunge, becomes not only 
cafy, but convenient. Madame Frajan 
wanted not thefc Inducements ; the money 
was already her own; fome point lace of 
Mrs. Mclmoth's became next a temptation, 
too invitingly in her way, to be refilled: 
Anna was employed in looking it over, the 
morning of her difmiflion from the Lodge; 
it was very elegant and valdable ; but, had 
it been ten times more fo, Mrs. Melmoth 
would not have thought of demanding it 
of our heroine before her departure. In a 
few days, however^ the lace was inquired 
after 5 the houfe was fcarched from top to 
bottom i it was no where to be found-^it 
was certainly ftolen. Frajan infifted on ha- 
ving ber trunks and drawers examined, 
although, Dieu merctCy fhe had heretofore 
been trufted with jewels to the value of 
thoufands, and could have her charafter 
attefted by fome of the firft Englifli la- 
dies; but, as it had been her misfortune 
to be companioned in the manner ftie 
VOL. III. D had 
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had been fince her refidence at the Lx)dge, 
not only her trunks, but her perfon 
muft be fearched. In this reafonable re- 
queft Mrs. Melmoth' begged Axe might by 
all means be indulged. No lace could be 
found; and the child, on whom the wind, a 
few months before, was not fufFered to 
blow too roughly-) in whofe bofom vice of 
any kind had not found a placcy was brand- 
ed as a thief, Mr. Melmoth's affairs were- 
in too much confufion to fuifcr him to at- 
tend to the chit-chat of his houfe ; and his 
wife's credulity laid her too open to the ar- 
tifices of Frajan ; fhe was the eafier duped 
by her, as the ftory fpread abroad, and was 
implicitly believed at Afhby Grove. Colonel 
Gorget protefted it was what he ex- 
pefted; that gallant veteran, though he had 
not a doubt about who had really got the 
lace, was pleafed to encourage any report 
that would add to the difgrace of the poor 
orphan, and for ever bar each paffage, hu- 
manity and regret might elfe have opened, 
for her re-entrance to favour at Melmoth 
Lodge. - 

Thus 
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Thus, firft among the fervants, then in 
the village, thence into every gentleman's 
houfe in the vicinity, thence to the next 
market-town, an4 (o by degrees over the 
country, a lamentable ftory of Mrs. Mel- 
moth's robbery, and by whom, was circu- 
lated, and univerfally believed ; with thefe 
fimple additions, the one fuit of point was 
magnified into three, to which were added 
fome jewels of great value. 

This tale at laft coming to Mr. Melmoth's 
cars, ireatly accelerated the difcharge of 
Frajan; he turned her out of^he houfe the 
inftant he heard it, declaring he fhould as 
fbon fufpeft his own child of being difhoneft 
as Anna. 

On Frajan's return to London, (he found 
her friend the Colonel in defpair of recover- 
ing the fugitive Anna, but very civil to her, 
though unable to procure her admiffion in- 
to any other genteel family ; and Lady Wal- 
dron, being at that time paft fear of any dif- 
covery in the power of her jSlle de chambre 
to make, having been unfortunately inter- 
rupted, in a very interefting titeatite with her 

D 2 own 
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own footman, by the perfon moft concerned 
m the difcovery, namely, her Lord, necef- 
iity obliged the accompliihed French wo- 
man to lower her views j tmd /he afterwards 
jfiUcd the feveral ftations of 

Figujre-dancer at the play-houfe. 

Bar-maid at an inn. 

Sultana to the mafter of a ftroUing pup* 
pet-fhew. 

Teacher at a boarding-fchobl, and 

Houfekeeper to a fingle gQnt\cmznfri/eurp 
from whom Qxe had received notice to pro- 
vide he^felf, at the time her ennobled patron 
formed the defign of giving the coup de grace 
to his fortune, by carrying off, iu his fifty- 
iixth year, an heirefs under twenty-one. 

Lord Sutton was introduced to Lady Ed- 
-wiaa»d-her daughter, at a fafliionabk aflenci - 
bly, where ht was an invited gueft. The 
riches of the Ed^vins were cj^aggerated by the 
world: the oeconomy of ^thfir well regulated 
expences enabled them to do fo many bene- 
volent, and eyea magnificent things, and 
jheir paymrnts of all kinds were fo punfbual^ 
iJhiat, ample as w^s their fortune, fame 

4oii)kd 
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doubled it. The ancient and honourable 
houfe of Trevannion was likewife univer-» 
ially known and acknowledged ; they were 
the 'firft women at the aflcmbly, and his 
pride attached him to their party during the 
evening. The weak fide of I-ady Edwin 
was family pride j of her daughter^ perfo- 
nal vanity. Lord Sutton's ftudy was wo- 
man's weaknefs, and his triumph their folly : 
he made fo good a ufe of his penetration, 
that he received from Lady Edwin a gene- 
ral invitation to Grofvenor-fquare. 

There, in his frequent vifits, he faw his 
way to Cecilia i he artfully exhibited his 
own riches as a temptation whereby he 
might poflefs himfelf of hers i he foon be- 
came enamoured; he adored, he died for her; 
and fo far fucceeded, as to obtain her per- 
miflion to apply to her parents for their con- 
fent to his felicity ; but Welch obftinacy 
was not to be fubdued by Irilh fraud ; for, 
though he had made himfelf matter of every 
memorable event in Lady Edwin's family ; 
though he knew the particulars of all the 
battles in which her anceftors had diftin- 

D 3 guifhed 
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guifhcd themfelves ; he had the princely 
Llewellins, the heroic Tudors, and the va - 
liant Hughs of her race, at his finger's end > 
it would not clear, from his own genealogy, 
the blot of Gorget, 

The fonof anlrifti adventurer marry into 
the family of Trevannion ! the offer was not 
fimply rejeded, it was an infultj Lady Ed- 
win would not hear it mentioned ; (he ftiould 
blufti to look on the bufts of her progeni- 
tors after fo ignominious an adl : all fhe could 
be prevailed on, and that with great diffi- 
culty, was to conceal her indignation, and 
put a negative on Lord Sutton's propofal, 
without afligning any particular reafon. 

Mortifying as this rejedion was, he con- 
cealed the rancour it occafioned i the pride 
of Lady Edwin ftimulated his own ; hers 
could not be greater than his : the differ- 
ence was, hers was founded on a real gran- 
deur of foul, that valued the virtues as much 
as the honour of her anceftors; and fhe 
piqued herfelf on equally fupporting both : 
his was the poor bbaft of riches accuitiulated 
with difgrace, and wickednefs crowned with 

fuccefs» 



ANNA. 55 

fuccefs. Not defpairing of bringing the 
daughter to avenge his caufe on the mother, 
he affefted to fubmit with refpeft and pa- 
tience to a fentence, which robbed him, he 
fwore to Mils Edwin, of more than life. 
Like a philofopher while he laid a plan to 
undermine parental authority ; like himfelf I 
with a guarded caution, he continued his 
footing in the family, paying his devoirs at 
the ihrine of vanity and folly ! afliduoufly 
improving every opportunity of ingratiating 
himfelf into the young Lady's favour. 

Mifs Edwin began to grow extremely 
tired of reftraint, thoudi (he had as little as 
moft ladies of the age, in hejpurfe, her drefc, 
and her vifitorss but the dignity of virtue j 
and the regular, honourable fyftem of con- 
duft adopted by her parents, forbade the 
dear flirtation, the polite freedom, of fome 
part of the beau monde. A married lover, 
for inftance. Lady Edwin would have fhud- 
dered to have feen her daughter fmile upon; 
a known libertine (he admitted not within 
her doors 5 and all coquetry fhe utterlv de- 
ipifed. 

D 4 How 
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How much mttfe^ delightful thciT, to 
figure away as Lady Sutton, accountable to 
no one for her aftions ! As to the old Lord, 
it would be enough for him to have the ho- 
nour of fo fine a creature to bear his name> 
fpend his fortune, and, at times, when * no 
more agreeable engagement offered, to pre- 
iide at his table ; without his prefuming to 
interfere in her conduft. 

She had nearly brought herfclf to liften to 
his propolals of elopement, when her jour- 
ney to Bedfordfhircfufperided his operations J 
but, like a wife general. Lord Sutton took 
care to have a friend in the garrifon, in the 
perfon of Madame Frajan, whom he pro- 
cured to wait on the young lady ; and, at the 
time they returned to town, all was ready 
for the laft fl:ep : he was to figh, fwear, and 
vow } Frajan, to plead the caufc of liberty 
and pleafure — ^when vengeance, in the form 
of an angel, flopped his career. 

Concluding, as I faid before, that Anna 
was really the daughter of Mrs. Melmoth, 
and quite out of his reach, the defpair of 
again meeting her had conquered the vio- 

lence 
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lencc of his appetite, ^without efFacing from 
his heart the imprefiion of her beauty. Anna 
Dalton was often prefent to his imagination ; 
her opening charms recurred to his memory 
and excited defire when nothing elfe could. 

When, therefore, this trufty confidant 
brought him the news of her re-appearance^ 
and that, in a fituation to warrant a renewal 
of his former hopes, the journey to Scotland, 
the riches, nor the family of Mifs Edwin, 
had any longer attractions : he liberally re- 
warded his intelligencer, whom he fent home 
with full inftrudions for her conduct, and ai 
promife of reward for her future fervice§. 

After reckoning the moments till ten 
•o'clock, he repaired to Lady Edwin's af- 
fembly, where the firll fight of Anna drove 
every other thought of woman out of his 
head ; his heart became a willing viftim to 
the mature lovelinefs of the child he had 
followed with his unhallowed wiflies : every 
glance of her-eye, every turn of her coun- 
tenance, and every gcfiure, gave him 
emotions, both of love and fear. He fat, 
indeed, by Mifs Edwin i he attempted to 

D 5 com- 
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compliment her ; but his looks, his admira- 
tion, and his paflion, were all direded to 
Anna : and his hopes now refted, with anxi- 
ous eagernefs, on the affiftance of Frajaa, 
to whom he fent a billet before he left the 
houfe. 

The envy and jealouly, which had ba^ 
nifhed from Mifs Edwin*s mind every kind 
thought of the young perfon Ihe had once 
honoured with her friendfhip-and correfpon- 
dehce, was increafed by her obfervation of 
the looks direfted from her noble lover to 
Anna. Pride, in this cafe, was as ftrong an 
excitement to hatred and diflike, as inclina- 
tion in that of Herbert ; yet the rancour of 
her difpofition muft have recoiled on her- 
felf,had not her good fortune furnifhed her 
with Co refpe6lable an afliftant as Madame 
Frajan. After our heroine retired from the 
drawing-room, and the aflcmbly broke up,. 
Cecilia begged an audience of Sir William 
and Lady Edwb. 

She began, with great affefted humility, 
to afk their forgivenefs for what had paffed 
in the morning, alledging, as aacxcufc,her 

natural 
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natural warmth of temper, and her vexation 
at feeing fo very- unwortliy a perfoh held in 
fuch efteem in their family. — Lady Edwin 
coloured, and rifing haftily, was going out 
of the room, when Cecilia threw herfelf at 
her feet, and afked only to be heard. 

Sir William doted on his children ; and 
this foftnefs and humility in his daughter, 
fo unufal>_and fo unexpedted, might have 
gotten from him half his eftate, had that 
been the objed in piu-fuit; he intreated 
his lady to hear his dear girl, and railing 
her in his arms, bid her fpeak, afluring her 
of all that a parent's fondcft love could do to 
make her happy. — ^A well-timed flood of 
tears completed the triumph of the artful 
daughtier over her guilelefs parents. — Lady 
Edwin was re-featcd, and Cecilia, after a 
decent time taken to re-compofe her fea- 
tures, defired her woman might be admitted, 
who could acquaint them of fomething in 
Anna ManfePs charader, which would con- 
vince them of the little, prctcnfions ftie 
could have to the rank fhe held in their 
family. 

D 6 Sir 
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Sir William wiflicd to do withom a Frencfi 
evidence Imt his daughter perfifted, and 
Frajan was ordered in. 

The account given by her was that 
tvhen flie relided in Mr. Melmoth's houfe, 
in quality of governefs to her children, 
the perfon who now had the honour of 
being companion, to Lady Edwin lived 
there, having beeo taken off the parilh by 
Mrs. Melmoth ; that fhe had ungratefully^ 
returned their charity, by every fjpecies of 
ill behaviour, and had at laft robbed her 
benefaftrefs i that flie was then fcnt away 
to her parochial fettlement, fince which fhc 
had not heard of, or ever feen her from that 
time (three or four years ago) till this morn- 
irjg, when Ihe was no lefs fiirprifed to meet 
her in her prefent fituation, than to hear her 
addreffed by the name of Manfcl, her real 
one being Dalton. 

This ftroke, pre-concerted between her 
and Cecilia, had its effeft : fhame and fur- 
prife were blended in Lady Edwin's coun- 
tenance i tho' flie profefled flie wanted faith : 
her fifteriMrs. Herbert, had recommended 

her 
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her to them.— -Was (he certab as to htt 
perfon, as well as fafts ? 

" lyord Sutton, Madam, is Mrs. Mel- 
moth's near relation ; he was at the Lodge 
when the affair happened, and will, I dare 
fay, confirm my account/* 

*' So you fee, Madam,'* faid Mifs Ed- 
win, " you have not only taken a beggar, 
a thief, and impoftor, into youf favour and 
confidence; but you have aftually intro- 
duced her to your circle, and made her the 
companion of your children." 

The forrow and mortification this ac- 
count of Anna gave Lady Edwin, were, at 
thofe proofs, changed to anger and re- 
fentment ; Ihe fent a card to Lord Sutton, 
to afk, if he had known Anna Dalton at 
Melmoth Lodge ? If ihe were difcharged 
from thence on ill behaviour ? If her hor 
nefty were doubted? And, finally, if the 
young perfon who prefided at her aflembly, 
under the name of Manfel, was the feme 

perfon ? 

The Answer. 

" Lord Sutton's beft compliments to 

" Lady Edwin ^ affures her, it is with in- 

" finite 
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^^ finite reluftance he anfwers the queries 
^' contained in her card i but hopes/ as the 
*' girl was very young when Lord S. knew 
^* her, time, and the great favour fhewn 
" her by a perfon of Lady Edwin's rank^ 
^^ may have worked a change in her difpo- 
" fition. 

** Lord Sutton did ktlow Anna Dalton 
" at Melmoth Lodge — ^fhe certainly was 
not difcharged for her goodnefs — ^her ho- 
nefty was indeed much fufpedled — fhe is 
the fame perfon that lives with Lady Ed- 
" win as companion/' 

The moment this card was delivered tg 
Lady Edwin, ihe wrote to Mrs. Herbert 
the letter which Anna was, as 1 have faid 
before, ordered to deliver, feverely re* 
proaching her for introducing into fo an- 
cient and honourable a family, a perfon 
whofe origin and adlions were a difgrace to 
any place. She then recounted her crimes, 
as they had been reprefented to her > and 
bitterly added her change of name as a 
confirmation of the whole. 

CHAP. 



ANNA.. 6 J 



CHAPTER LIV. , ^ 

Polite Wedding. 

JVIrS, Herbert (inking under domeftic 
diftrefs^ which the difTipated and unfeeling 
conduct of her hufband continually in- 
creafed, was, though exceedingly fhocked, 
lefs folicitous about the fate of Anna thaa 
in eafier circumftances fhe would have been : 
Ihe cxammed her only on the laft part . of 
the charge, and finding it well founded, 
gave herfelf no farther trouble, but obeyed 
the mandates of her enraged fitter imme- 
diately, by difcharging the fallen favourite ; 
and endeavoured to make her peace with 
the family, by recounting all Ihe had, from 
the deceafcd Mrs. Manfel, known of her, 
which indeed amounted, as Mifs Edwin 
laid, to nothing, as Ihe had been intro- 
duced at Llandore, as the near relation of 
the parfon's wife. — This difgraceful hiftory 
of the early part of her life, gave that young 

lady 
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lady aa opportunity of entirely rooting out 
of her family, an objed that mortified her 
vanity, and obftruded her views of con- 
queft. 

Mrs. Herbert and Patty were enjoined t& 
hold no correfpondence, or give any coun- 
tenance to fo worthlefs a creature. Mrs., 
Herbert engaged for them both, that they^ 
would not J and as for her daughter, over- 
awed by her coufin, who, from her bofom 
friend, affefted to treat the moft amiable 
and gentle creature in the world with a 
haughty diftance, the reverfe of what ftie had 
been ufed to, flie wanted courage to put in 
a word for her abfent friend 5 though fhc 
well knew, from the tenour of her conduft, 
as well as the principles fhe had always- 
adopted, and her praftice of every female 
virtue, it was impoflible fhe could be 
guilty of the mean vices laid to her charge. 
But though unable to fpeak in Grofvenorr- ' 
fquare, when they returned to their lodg- 
ings, fhe was very eloquent to her mamma, 
reminding her of a thoufand inflances of 

goodneis^ 
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goodnefs, and even greatnefe of foul, they 
had been witnefs to in Anna. 

Mrs. Herbert, more than half convinced 
by the generous pleadings of her daughter, 
would have been happy to indulge her, by 
again ferving Anna; but flie was not at li- 
berty to aft as ftie thought proper : Mr. 
Herbert's connexions on one hand, and his 
negleft of his ajfFairs on the other, had fo 
involved his circumftances, that the large 
mortgage on their eftate had been twice on 
the point of being forcclofed, when Lady 
Edwin's generofity and affeftion faved it. 

It was now again in the iame predica- 
ment, without the fame refource. 

Mr. Herbert was fo far from wifliing to 
conceal the caufes of his ill management,, 
that even in this excurfion, he brought pub- 
lickly his woman and her family with him> 
and the fame attendants as if ihe had been 
his wife. 

Sir Willi'am, enraged at the perpetual 
infults offered his fifter, refufed any more 
to aflift her undeferving huiband : this re- 

fufal 
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fufal was avenged on the fufFcring wife> by 
the moll bjurious ufage. 

Dead to the calls of nature, and callous 
to the pleadings of humanity, it was of no 
import to him, that his amiable and pro- 
mifing fon was obliged to his uncle for his 
prefent fupport at the Univerfity, and his 
hopes of an eftablifliment in life ; that his 
lovely daughter's charms were totally over- 
looked, for want of the golden bait, which 
drew half the town after her lefs charming 
coufin } or that his' defcrving wife owed to 
the fraternal love of her brother, even the 
contrafted appearance fhe now made -, while 
her fortune, . her rank, and accomplifh- 
ments entitled her to figure in the firlt cir- 
cles. Since his miftrefs, and her children, 
could no longer be fupported, it was not 
neceflary for him to be farther en any terms 
with a wife who could not fupply his pro- 
fligate neceflities. 

Cecilia's diflike of Anna was very vifi- 
ble, and her intcrett over her father well 
known : infulted at home, dependent abroad, 
it was not for them, Mrs. Herbert faid, 

to 
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to fet out champions for the diftrcflcd ; it 
might be their ruin ; fhe therefore begged 
her daughter to let the matter reft, at leaft 
for the prefent. 

Young Edwin heard the new charafter 
of Anna with more pleafure than he chofc 
to fliew; if fhe had loft her reputation, 
whether juftly or not, (he would be comc- 
at-^able, her pride would be lefs, and his 
conqueft eafier : his valet well knowing his 
.attachment to Mifs Manfel, when he heard 
her clothes were fending off, (a fecret of that 
kind cannot remain long fo in a gentleman's 
family) watched with fo good fuccefsi that 
he was able to inform his mafter where ftic 
was gone to, when he drefled him ; a piece 
of fervice which was handfomely acknow- 
ledged by Mn Edwin. 

A rich wife now becoming neceflary to 
induce Sir William, to give him an in- 
dependent eftablilhment in life, when he 
might take to his arms the charmer for 
whom he fighed, when uncontroled by the 
advice of his parents, and indifferent to the 
opinion of the world, he might keep, in the 

firft 
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firft ftyle, the girl he loved : the charms of 
Mifs Turbvilic became every day more 
attrafting, and the paffion of her lover mofc 
violent -, her confent was obtained, and at 
the importunate folicitations of Mr. Edwia, 
the marriage celebrated at the feat of the 
lady's guardian, in Bedfordfhire, almoft in- 
ftantaneoufly. 

Money does every thing in London ; and 
Seddon, with that glittering goad, con- 
trived, in a month, to furnifh then- houfe 
with the moft luxuriant elegance. Before 
they went out of town, Mr. Edwin taking 
Mifs Herbert afide, aflced her if fhe did not 
long to hear from her friend? ^^ Yes, in- 
deed, my dear coufin, I do," anfwered 
Ihe eagerly. "Why then,'' faid he, 
" write a note, and leave it in my library r 
and," fmiling, '^ I think I can promife you 
an anfwer." 

She did, direftly, as fhe was inftrufted : 
but an accident happened to the anfwer, 
which drew on her the difpleafure of all her 
family, and more particularly that of Mr. 
Edwin. 
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An helrefs, a toaft, a coquette, was Mifs 
Turbville, with juft as much underftanding 
as was neceflary to form fuch a charafter -: 
Ihe married Mr. Edwin with a difpofition, 
which, had it been improved by attention 
and aiFedion on his fide, might have 
changed the unamiable part of her charac- 
ter, and rendered her a valuable member of 
fociety : his perfon uncommonly handfome, 
iiis talents unqueftionably good, and thofe 
adorned with every advantage that educa- 
tion could beftow ; his manners infinuating ; 
his addrefs pleafing, and perfeftly polite; 
it was hardly poflible for Mifs Turbville to 
avoid being fatisfied and happy in the choice 
^hich her deceafed parents had made for 

her. 

Mr. Edwin's perfon and manners^ if not 

^enforced by a great eftate, would have made 
ran impreflion on her heart, though, per- 
haps, not of fo ferious a nature as to i-nducc 
^er to forego that advantage 5 fhe there- 
fore, notwithftanding her paffion for admi- 
ration, thought, when fhe married, but of 
loving, and being beloved by her hufband. 

But 
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But a vcrjr few days, nay hours, had paft, 
after the wedding, before Ihe found too 
flrong reafons to fuipedt the match, on his 
fide, had been perfcftly one of convenience. 

The large fortune Ihe was hcirefs to, with 
aui agreeable perfon, great tafte in drefs, and 
infinite fpirit and vivacity, had made her a 
divinity with half the fops of the age ; flat- 
tered, followed, and carrefled, in every cir- 
cle in which Ihe appeared, Ihe had not fuf- 
pefted any man could be poflefled of 
charms and attraftions, fo univerfally ac- 
knowledged, without being tranfported with 
love and gratitude; but the cold, inani- 
mate fetting-out of Edwin's career in his 
married ftate, and his increafing negledt 
both of his wife and home, afforded grounds 
for a different tale. 

Mrs. Edwin was jealous of her hufband's 
affeftion, without any particular reafon for 
fuipicion. Cecilia Edwin, with equal pride, 
vanity, and tafle for pleafure, had more art, 
more cunning, andlcfs beauty, than her fifter- 
in-Iaw,whofe confidant fhe was; herobferva- 
tions of her brother had made a difcovery 

which 
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which fhc was anxious to improve, and flic 
was, in confequence, under pretence of idle- 
nefs, often loitering in his library and apart- 
ments : her keys, of which fhe had a great 
number, were tried upon the lock of his 
writing-table in vain : it was a very good 
one; and curiofity was in defpair, when 
one morning Mr. Edwin, whofe vifits at 
Brookes 's were become long and frequent, 
had returned home fatigued, and half afleep, 
at (even in the morning, and his valet be- 
ing likewife tired, they had both quitted 
the drefSng-room without perceiving his 
keys, which were left on the table, and 
were feen by Mifs Edwin, in her ufual per- 
ambulations over his apartments. 

With trembling eagernefs (he flew to the 
repofitory of her brother's fecrets, and in-, 
flrantly found Anna's note to Mifs Herbert, 
which Mr. Edwin had not thought proper 
to deliver. " Now," faid flie, agitated be- 
yond expreflion, " ftiall I find out the cun- 
ning of that creature; and now will I 
expofe to my fift:er the villany of her huf- 

band." 

She 
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She was miftakeni no villany appeared: 
the note was to her coufin. "Fool!" faid 
Ihe, "he is aftually carrying on a cbrre- 
Ipondence between his miftrels and her 
lover; this letter to Mifs Herbert is 
ineant at Charles; however, with or with- 
out your leave, my wife brother, I fhall 
take the liberty of opening this corre* 
Ipondenceto your wifei"' but after peru-- 
fing it over and over again, fhe found 
-nothing appear that, inftead of crimina- 
iting Anna, did not fpeak highly to her 
praife. 

So direft a contradiftion to her fulpi- 
cions linking her very forcibly, a tranfient 
regret arofe in her mind for depriving 
Anna of her mother's favour: but it was 
only tranfient ; for Frajan urging the in- 
jury offered to Mrs. Edwin, in a corre- 
spondence with Mr. Edwin, for which he 
could have but one motive, and that a 
ihameful one, and reminding her, if fhe had 
any defigns upon Charles Herbert, how ne- 
cefTary it was to perfuade his fifler of her 
diflikc to Edwin, the fpirit both of rage and 

jealoufy 
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j^aloufy continued to influence her againfl: 
the unoffending Anna. 

The moment, fhe met Mrs. Edwin, the 
fuUen, diffatisfied look of chat y oung bride 
kindled into refentment, by the fight of the 
inclofurc to her hufband ; Ihe now found a 
reafon for his deferting her bed, for his 
cutting indifference, and cold negleft. — 
She wept, and tore her' hair; hyfterics and 
bitter reproaches accompanied this difco- 
very, as fhe called it, of her hufband's infi- 
delity. 

The carriage was immediately ordered, 
and Lady Cecilia was furprifed to fee at her 
toilette both her daughters, her attendants 
being at their requeft difmiflcd. The let- 
ter was produced. 

Lady Edwin was not more haughty in 
her difpofition, than humane in her fenti- 
ments j the pride of high blood was accom- 
panied with a generofity of foul, and an 
elevation of ideas, that fhe deemed heredi- 
tary virtues, and which, next to hereditary 
honours, was mofV valuable in her eflima- 
tion. That a sjirl fhe had turned from her 
VOL. III. E houfe 
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houfe and family, in a manner fo difgrace- 
ful, fhould have Itrcngth of mind to write 
fuch a note, fo conformable to her own 
ideas of propriety ; that a mind fo vitiated 
in its own praftices could fo charmingly 
didtate to that of another, was a contradic- 
tion ftie could not reconcile : and the 
warmth of her temper never fuffering her 
either to be a moderate friend, or placable 
enemy, her partiality for Anna, and in the 
fame degree her anger to thofe who had, as 
Ihe inftantly believed, falfely accufed her, 
returned ; but the fituation of her daughter- 
in-law, young, fatherlefs and mothcrlels, 
deferted by her hufband at fo early a period, 
which fhe found to be too truly the cafe, 
afFe<9:ed her exceedingly. 

His propenfity to gaming, which he had 
always/fecretly indulged, was now public: 
he was married to one woman, while his 
heart preferred another; th^t other, the 
moft likely, had he been united to her, to 
have drawn him from every evil habit ; and 
not obtaining her on the terms which only 
now it was in his power to offer, as likely to 

make 
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make him dcfperately carelefs of the future ; 
or, if he did gain her, no doubt could be 
entertained of her entire power over hixn. 

Thus, then, Lady Cecilia found the bright 
profpefts her imagination had formed, of 
feeing the honour and virtue of her anceftors 
perpetuated in her fon, clouded by fears of 
a moft alarming nature ; the more painful, 
as flie could not reveal them to either of the 
young ladies. 

Mrs. Edwin's tears and diftrefs called for, 
and received, every confolation maternal 
afFeftion could* offer; (he aflured her, and 
begged her to believe, a little time and ex- 
perience, joined with the unabating tender- 
nefe of fo charming a wife, muft have its 
weight in the mind of a fcnfible man ; and, 
" with refpeft to this paper," added fhe, 
darting an angry look at her daughter, 
** which your officious, and I wifli I could 
fay well-meaning curiofity, has expofed, 
for God's fake deftroy it. No one re- 
prehenfible thought is here feen on the 
part of Anna Manfcl ; you find, the only 
degree of blame fhe can incur in the 

E 2 tranf- 
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tranfaftion, by clandeftinely correfpond- 
ing with Edwin, is done away in her 
note. Should your brother, Mifs, know 
of the liberty you have taken with his 
letter, he would not incur my cenfurc by 
putting a repetition of fuch a breach of 
the laws of honour out of your power, by 
forbidding you his houfe." 

This threat had more weight than any 
other part of the converfation on the two 
ladies ] the idea of feparation was ribt to be 
borne. Young Edwin did not intend to 
return to "Wales this fummdr: if he quitted 
London at all, it would be to a family 
manfion of his Lady's in Shropfliire; and, if 
Mifs Edwin quarrelled with him, fhe muft 
go With her filly mother, and be content to 
converfe with her fimple coufin Patty, or 
te chiefly alone : the firft was a bore^ the 
latter intolerable \ with a very ill grace, 
therefore, fhe confentcd to obey her mother,- 
ftipulating only, that Patty fliould be fc- 
verely reprehended, and forbid, under pain 
of their general difpleafure, ever more to 
repeat an adt of fuch difobedience : in this 

flie 
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fhe was indulged. As Lady Cecilia was 
very angry with Mifs Herbert, the pru- 
dence of Anna but aggravated her offence ; 
and though fhe did not think it neceflary 
to reveal it to them, Ihe had fcrious appre- 
henfions of her fon's condud. In her heart 
fhe yet efteemed our heroine, and would 
have gladly reinftated her in her family ; 
but, at prefent, it appeared totally impro- 
per. 

She therefore fent for Mrs. Herbert and 

her daughter, and, iit the prefence of Mrs. 
Edwin and Cecilia, treated her with lefs 
tendernefs and more afperity than fhe hid 
ever d^nCi or indeed had occafion to do, 
before. 

Mrs. and Mifs Edwin then left them, 
haughtily returning Mrs. Herbert's civili- 
ties, and totally, overlooking thofc of her 
daughter. 

Mrs, Herbert, with all the eloquence of 
grief, befoyghf her fifter to forgive the 
poor girl for what had happened ; and Patty 
joining her fupplications. Lady Edwin was 
toon appeafed. 

E 3 • Seeing 
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Seeing they ftill appeaFed very dilpiritcd, 
flic inquired with great tenderncfs into the 
caufe.— Mrs. Herbert, with looks of fad- 
nefs and defpair, kept filent ; but Patty, 
burfting into tears, informed her Mr. Her- 
bert had been that morning arretted for a 
debt of feven hundred pounds, contraftcd 
by Mrs. Nichols i and that he was carried 
at his own requeft, to the King's Bench 
prifon, as he faid he was wholly without 
rcfources to pay that and many other de- 
mands he expedted would be made on him. 

Not lefs furprifed than afFcfted, Lady 
Edwin a&e<ftionateiy embraced them, fay^. 
ing, Ihe never fliould forgive herfelf for 
aggravating, at fuch a period, the diftrels 
they were in ; fhe in fitted, as (he did not 
know how Sir William would chufe to aft 
towards Mr. Herbert, to take on herfelf 
the government of them, and that they 
fhould direftly fend for what things they 
had at their lodgings, and ordered the maid 
who attended them to follow : the man, Ihc 
fuppofed, his matter might want. 

Mrs^ 
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Mrs. Herbert and her daughter were too 
little accuitomed to fuch fcenes, not to re- 
joice at^ leaving a place where they had 
liifFered fuch mortification and difgrace: 
their baggage was foon removed, and be- 
fore night they were comfortably fettled in 
Grbfvenor-fquare, Lady Edwin omitting 
no one thing that could alleviate their dif- 
trefs : but Sir William was inexorable to 
Mr. Herbert, nor would hear of his affairs, 
except he would relinquifh that eftate, it 
was no longer in his power to keep, to his 
fon i on which terms he offered once more 
to pay off" the mortgage. 

This • was refufed with fcorn by Mr. 
Herbert; v/hofe miffrefs being removed 
with him into the liberties of the prifony 
faid he wanted nothing of them. 

Sir William enraged at his hardened vil- 
lany, refufed to hear even his beloved fifter, 
in behalf of a man fo loft to every fenfe 
of honour ; and, to avoid any farther folicita- 
tions, he was pre-determined to rejedl, pre- 
vailed on Lady Edwin to leave town imme- 
diately. Mrs. Herbert declined accompa- 

E 4 ^y^-^g 
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nying them : fhe had hitherto fulfilled,- to 
the utmoft of her power, her conjugal du- 
ties i n6r could ftie now, in the hour of dif- 
trefs, notwithftanding his libertine conduft, 
prevail on herfelf to defert her hufband. 
He had forbidden her coming to himj but 
fhe chofe to ftay within reach of ferving the 
father of her children. 



CHAPTER LV. 



Broken Bones. 



Young He/bert, whofe ill ftate of 
health prevented his being at Mr. Edwin's 
wedding, was fent for to town on this grie- 
vous occafion. — Though fond of his mo- 
ther, whofe idol he was, and always feel- 
ing for her ill treatment, he did not think 
himfelf excufed by the bad opinion he en- 
tertained of the morals of his father, from 
paying his duty to him as his fon. 

Lidaed 
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Indeed that unhappy man had ever 
treated each of his children with indulgence 
and tendernefs, though he fo blindly ran 
on in adions he well knew muft in the end 
ruin their fortunes. ^Mrs. Herbert's join- 
ture was all that was left of the wreck of 
their once affluent circumftances. — He had 
never propofed to her parting with it 5 and 
if he had, her ftrong maternal feelings 
would have refufed a (acrifice for which her 
dear boy would fufFer. 

Charles found his father in a fituation 
which wrung his foul, in a paltry lodging 
at a grocer's fhop, up one pair of narrow 
flairs, in dirty linen, and with an unfhaved 
face. At a table, with his bottle before him, 
fat Mr. Herbert j his once handfome per- 
fon loft in the flovenly difguife of inebriety 
and indolence. — On one fide fat his miftrefs, 
with two of her children> . on the other a 
man in naval uniform : they were in a roar 
of mirth, when the appearance of young 
Herbert, in whofe countenance the diftrefs 
of his mind was vifibly pictured, brought 
the blulh of fhame into his father's cheek, 

E 5 and 
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and impofed filence on his companions- 
Charles was at firft only fenfibk of the 
dreadful change in Mr. Herbert's circum- 
ftances: to vifit him in prifon, and to 
know that his vices brought him there, 
were fadls that at once filled him with com- 
paffion and flxame — ^but the changed figure 
of a beloved parent^ took from him all 
power of refledion. — la the effufions of 
filial tendernefSi he remembered only the 
wretched fate of his father, without think- 
ing on the iniquitous life in which it had 
originated. 

Mr. Herbert was not an ill-nitured 
man 5 the agony in which he beheld a fon, 
of whpm he had. been always proud, 
brought to hia mind, in full force, the in- 
juries he had done his family t fhame and 
grief overwhelmed him ; and when Charles^ 
with folemn refpect, aflced if nothing could 
be done to relieve him from a ftate equally 
diftrefling and difgraceful, he hid his face, 
and wept aloud. 

A paufe enfued. 
, Young Herbert had then a view of his 

father's 
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father's companions— He recoUed'ecTNichoIs 
when fhe waited on his mother : a glow of 
indignation took pofleflion of thofe features 
which but a moment before exprefled no- 
thing but duty and afFeftion-— Darting a 
contemptuous look at her, he bid her leave 
the room — She, heated with liquor, refufed 
to obey him ; on which, forgetting the re- 
Ipeft due to his father's prefence, he rofe to 
turn her out. 

Nichols was violent in her temper, and 
virulent in her language ; her rage increafed 
with her refiftance, and her outcries brought 
the man whom j(he called brother to her 
afliftance : he was a ftout, ill-looking fel- 
low, about thirty-five, and made up to 
Herbert, in a threatening pofture.- — The 
young man, whofe natural ftrength and 
courage was increafed by a fenfe of a fa- 
ther's ruin, and the injuries of a mother, 
who was now full in his mind, with all her 
fbrrows about her, burfting with rage and 
anguiih, as an objeft more fuitable to him, 

• 

he inftantly let go the wopian, and feizing 

E 6 on 



84 ANNA. 

on her champion, threw him down ftairs, 
where he lay fenfelefs. 

The alarm given by fuch an afFair was 
foon fpread; a furgeon was immediately 
fent for, who found his collar-bone broken, 
and one hip diflocated ; and, moreover, from 
the habit of body he was in, pronounced 
hin^ in the utmoft danger : the woman tore 
her hair, and ran about diftraded, vowing 
fhe would have blood for blood. 

Thole threats frofn one he well knew ca- 
pable of putting them in execution, ftruck 
Mr. Herbert to the foul ; it was in vain he 
implored her to be calm, to wait the 
.event, and to have in confideration that it 
was his/on fhe fo violently vowed to be the 
deftrudion of. 

Inftead of the efiecfts he wiihed his en- 
treaties to have, it only exafperated her 
more> and feveral exprefllons fhe let drop> 
giving him reafon to fuppoffe her concern 
was ibr a perfbn criminally dear to her> 
though he had been looked on, and fup- 
ported by him, as her brother^ he thre^\ him- 
felf into the arms of his fon, crying, " Oh I 
Charles, Charles, canfl thou yet bear the 

prcfencc 



J 



[ 



ANNA. «5 

jprefcnce of a father, who, for that dcvil> 
has brought thy amiable mother, thy 
lovely filler, and thy fclf to ruin -, who, for 
her, and for wretches like her, has entailed 
poverty and dependance on his 'pofte- 
rity 5 and who now, by the vile excefs of 
wickednefs, has perhaps brought his only 
ion to an untimely end! 

Fly, Charles -, leave me, while yet the 
confufion and the abfence of that fiend 
will admit it ! — Save, for the fake of thy 
poor mother, a life of fuch confequence 
to her 5 let not my crimes drive her to 
madnefs j let them not rob my innocent 
- Patty of her only proteftor. . 

Charles's -heart, wrung by the grief of his 
father, and fhocked at the likely confe- 
quenqcs of his raftinefi, yet felt a joy not to 
be dcfcribed, at this confcflSon of his fenfe 
of the errors of his life ; he entreated him 
to be comforted i now, that he was fcnfible 
of the wrong fteps he had taken, fortune 
would again fmile on him. 

" Oh, never, never I" anfwered the dif- 

traced man, — " Go, go, my dear, my no- 

bl 
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ble fon — If thou woulded not rob me of 
my ftnfes, let me know thee out of dan- 
ger — Swear thou wilt inftantly: quit the 
kingdom — trifle not wich my agony—* 
leave me, I command thee, this inftant, 
if (running to his piftol) thou wouldelt 
not fee mc add fuicide to my other fins/*^ 
-—Terrified at this threat, he fwore to obey 
him. 

The vile woman had now left the room, 
to affift in carrying up the man i in the con- 
fufion and hurry it was therefore poflible to 
pafs unnoticed." Fetch another furgeon,'* 
faid Mr. Herbert to his fon, "this moment.** 
On that pretence, he paffed the people in 
the houfe ; and what was ftill more lucky, 
the conftables, who had been fent for on the 
firft alarm by the outrageous Nichols. 

When he reached the oppofite fide, he 
looked up at his father's apartment, where 
he faw him (landing watching eagerly whe- 
ther he had efcaped ; which finding he had, 
he waved his hand, pointing to the South, 
meaning for him to go to France : this 
he refolved to do ; but he had matters to 

fettle. 
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fettle, of more confequencc to him than 
even the prefervation of exiftence : his mo- 
ther's weak health and Ipirits muft be 
armed for the news; and there was one 
more perfon he wifhed not to leave England 
without feeing. 

He had heard from his fifter, of Annans 
difgracein Grofvenor-fquare : the vices laid 
to her charge he gave not the leaft credit 
to ; but he was not fo clear in his fufpicions 
of her connexion with Edwin, which he 
was now confirmed in, by hearing of the 
note he conveyed to her from his fifter. 

Attacjied to her from principle, as well 
as paflion, which had increafed in every 
interview, he found himfelf unable to con- 
quer his prejudices in her favour. — Not- 
withftanding fo many reafons to think with 
lefs refpeft on a woman of doubtful charac- 
ter, his partial fancy wandered over her per- 
fedions, and dwelt fo ftrongly on her 
charms 5 reafon, refledion, nor the infuper- 
able bars of fate, had power to leflen her 
empire over his mind. — Though his peace 
was deftroyed, and his health impaired by 

the 
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the continual ftrugglcs of hope and fear In 
his bofom, he at laft ftole from Oxford, 
and (what myftery will not love develop ? ) 
traced Mifs Manfel to Dalton's : it was at 
this period he made his acquaintance 
with Collet, with whom he regularly cor- 
relponded J it was him he wanted to fee in 
the firft inftance; and, as he was going, 
perhaps for ever, to endeavour to obtain 
one interview with Anna, merely to catch 
a laft look, to confefs to her his hopelefs 
love, and to try to prevail on her, for her 
own fake^to return to Parfon Manfel's, and 
to bid her adieu for ever ! . 

He croffed the water j and, taking a coach 
from Tower-Hill, arrived at Lay ton the 
very day after Anna left it. Collet gave 
him a moft friendly reception, and told him 
Jie had juft written an account that he was* 
forry to give him of Mifs Manfel. 

Mr. Herbert's countenance, when he en- 
tered, partly with the agitations of his mind, 
arid partly with the idea in which he had 
indulged himfelf, of venting a paffion that 
deftroyedhim,at the feet of the objecft who 

infpired 
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uifpired it, was flufhed, it now changed to a 
deadly pale, not daring to afk what he 
dreaded to hear : for, however flrong ap- 
pearances were againft our heroine, the 
rooted good opinion and refpeft which 
her conftant fociety and condud: hacf given 
him at Uandore, and the cftabiifhed amia- 
ble charaiiter fhe bore during her refidence 
thercj as well as the love exprefled for her 

. by fo good a man, and fo worthy a woman 
as the reftor and his wife, together with 
the fecrct hopes which ever accompany a 
lover's wilh, had always flattered him 
(he might yet be innocent, though not 
for him. 

But now Collet's difmal countenance, at 
once the enfign and pity of ill news, 
Ihocked him beyond the power of utter- 
ance. After a little paufe, however, his 
reafon reaflumed its fway, and he heard the 
account of her elopement with emotions of 
forxow, in which companion was vifibly 
blended : he regretted her not being fof- 

^ ' lowed, though now all doubts of her fe- 
dudion by Edwin were at- an end. Thofe 

only 
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ooly who have felt every joy blafted, every 
wifh fryftrated, can form an idea of the 
diftrefs of mind he laboured under at this 
moment : his heart died within him ; the 
thoughts of flying to the continent nq lon- 
ger engroffed his attention. Of what value 
was life to a man, deprived of the wretch's 
laft refource, hope ? He revealed to Col- 
let the accident that happened to him, and 
the confequences he had fuch rcafon to ap- 
prehend from the efFefts of his paffion. 

Collet now turned as pale in his turn. 
" What V* cried he, "can you then fo 
coolly talk of an event that may -bring 
you to an untimely death ? Why, for 
God's fake, are you here ? Why do you 
not leave the kingdom? But ftay^ where 
is the man, do you fay ? Here, write; 
write direftions : and, Lo d, have mercy 
upon usf what will become of your 
Triends? You fay, you have a mother; 
you are too much in love to think of 
htr, I fuppofe. — Come, let us go," put- 
ting on his hat. 

Hcrbertj^ 
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Herbert, whofe filial attention had been 
whoHy loft in the dcfpair which feized 
him on Collet's account of Anna, now, 
indeed, remembered he had a mother ; one, 
whofe life hung upon his welfare ; and a 
fifter, who doted on him: he therefore 
gratefully accepted of Collet's offer to ac- 
company him to towa to vifit the man, and 
to render him any farther fervice the exi- 
gency of the cafe required. 

When they reached the Borough, Collet 
alighted, and Herbert went on to the Lon- 
don CoiFee-houfe, as a place lefs likely for 
him to be known in, in cafe of the worft, 
than any one in the vicinity of St. James's. 
When Collet arrived at the grocer's, he 
inquired for Mr. Herbert, and was moft 
agreeably furprifed to hear he was gone 
from thence : having fent for his lawyer, 
and removed himfelf to the Fleet, his next 
inquiries were of Mrs. Nichols and her 
brother. 

" Brother!" anfwered the woman of the 
houfe, " the fellow fhe calls fo is bad enough, 
I believe, and ftxe fufFers enough for him ; 

but 
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but I aflure you. Sir, though I let lodg*^ 
ings, if I had known Ihe was not Mr. Her- 
bert's wife, flie fhould not have fet her 
foot here : it was not the a(5t of a gentle- 
man to bring fuch a creature to an horlefb 
houfe, when he had fo good a lady and fuch , 
fweet children. — Poor dear gentlewoman, 
'twould have melted a heart of ftoae to 
have feen her and her daughter, lamenting 
over each other, and falling on their knees 
to pray that the fon might get out of the 
kingdom 5 for the Dodor fays, the man 
will {artainly die/' 

Collet could bear to hear no more : he 
inquired where the furgeon lived j and 
having the diredion, waited on him im- 
mediately. He happened luckily not only 
to be a fkilful, humane man, but one 
who had walked the hofpitals with Collet, 
and was an old acquaintance. — He gave 
him every light into the man's fituation in 
his power, and concluded by faying, if it 
were poffible to keep the woman from him, 
he ihould hope to lower the fever 3 and 

in 
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in that cafe, the thigh being reduced, and 
the bone fet, he might recover; but though 
he had told her the evil confequences which 
would" certainly follow her obftinately dif- 
turbing him with her turbulent griefi he 
had not been able to prevail on her to leave 
him. 

At Collet's defire they went there, and 
being Ihewn into a room adjoining that 
where the patient lay, they heard Nichols 
in a loud key, between crying and fcolding, 
vowing revenge againft the murderer of her 
dear Jack. 

She was informed the Doftor wanted to 
Ipeak with her : when fhe made her appear- 
ance, he begged her to think on the advice 
he had given her ; and, if the life of the fick 
perfon was really dear to her, to permit him 
to be quiet. 

Collet was a very good furgeon, apothe- 
cary, and man-midwife : he was more ; he 
knew a little fmattering of the law, which 
he had picked up in his youth at the houfe 
of an uncle who was of that profeffion. 

The 
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The landlady entering, with very little 
ceremony, at this moment, to demand her 
rent, and at the fame time to require fecu- 
rity for what might become farther due be- 
fore the man would be fit to remove if he 
recovered. Collet afked who had taken the 
lodgings ? ** Mr. Herbert," was the anfwer. 
— "This lady, then, can have no right 
here," faid he; "I will pay what may 
be due from that gentleman; you muft 
yourfelf determine whether, when I dif- 
charge the apartment, you will accept 
this lady.for your tenant." 

'* Nqt for the world," anfwered the wo- 
man 5 " the beft ladies, whofe misfortune 
it is to be obliged to live in the rules, 
occupy my apartments: I have no occa- 
fion to take in caft-ofF miftrefles." 

Nichols, whofe cunning equalled her 
wickednefs, for the firft time now thought 
of the unthrifty game ^flie was playing. 

Mrs, Emmerfon, indeed, knew well 
enough, from the beginning, the character of 
Nichols ; but while her lodgers paid before- 
hand, and Ipent with profufenefs, money, 

which. 
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which, if properly applied, would go far 
towards fatisfying their creditors, it was 
her way to be the moft fervile and fawning 
of creatures : but when it was no longer in 
their power to feed her unbounded avarice, 
no one knew the art of changing fooner, or 
with {o little ceremony. 

Mrs. Herbert, the lawful wife, with her 
daughter, whofe appearance, in the!lr un- 
drels, was elegant and genteel, and in a 
carriage, (one of Mr. Edwin's) which was 
Iplendid, were objeds of infinitely more 
confequence to her, than Nichols, now 
abandoned by her keeper, although flie had 
maintained, at a moft extravagant rate, all the 
family, from the time they had been in the 
lodgings. This the wretched woman felt; 
and though flie was not fo deftitute of the 
means to infure refpedt, as her landlady 
fuppofed, the idea of being debarred from 
feeing her quondam brother brought her to 
an humble fenfe of her fituation : flie pro- 
mifed, if flie was fufFered to continue there 
till Tyrrel could be fafely removed, fl^e 

would 
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would not enter his. room without their 
leave. 

On this, Mrs. Emmcrfon was promifed 
payment of every expehce that fhould be 
incurred.; and the two furgeons then vifited 
the patient. 

They found him with every fymptom 
of an inflammatory fever, reftlefs, and ap- 
parently in great agony, yet fenfible. He 
afked, with eagernefs, if there were any 
hopes of his recovery ? Mr. Walker told 
him, and it was confirmed by Collet, that 
all depended on his being kept quiet. 

After a little paufe, <^ Then,'* faid he, 
" gentlemen, you admit it to be doubtful ; 
and that is enough to/ give me warning 
that I Ihall foon be called upon, to an- 
fwer, at the bar of heaven, for the fins of 
tny paft lite : while I have ,my fenfes, 
then, let me make all the atonement now 
in my power, for the injury I have 
done the gentleman, who, if 1 defer it, 
and die, muft fuffe;- for an aft to which 
I provokcW him." 

Mr. 
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Mr^ Walker would have advifcd him to 
compofc himfclf for the prcfent, alleging 
the certainty there was o( the leaft agita- 
tion increafing the fever : but Collet, who 
thought if be expired as' ibon as his >con-. 
feffion Was ended, it was of far lefe import, 
than keeping one moment in fulpenfe the 
fafety of fuch a man as Charles Herbert, 
ran out of the room, and in a fecond re- 
turned with pen, ink, and paper, and ad- 
vifing him to encourage thofe repentant 
Aoughts^ fat down with great gravity to 
take his confeflion, 

Nichols, too guilty not to be alarmed 
at Collet's conduft, ruihcd fiercely in, de^ 
manding what they were at ? Her prefencc 
vifibly difordered the fick man ; he begged 
ihe might be fent out of the room, and Col- 
let feizing her, not in the moft gentle man- 
ner, forced her into an adjoining apartment, 
locked her in, telling her, in a determined 
voice, if ihe attempted to interrupt them 
again, Ihe fhould inftantly be turned out of 
the houfe. He returned then to his ofEce, 
^d took down the following particulars, 
. VOL. in. F given 
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given at broken intervals of pain by the 
patient: 

*' James Tyrrel voluntarily confcflcs, 
'^ he lived fellow-fervant with Elizabeth 
** Nichols, who had a child by him before 
" fhe waited on Mrs. Herbert, on which 
'* account he abfcondcd, and entered on 
" board a nian of war j that finding Mr. 
" Herbert had taken Nichols into keeping, 
*' and that he was a man of intereft, he 
^' applied to his old friend, who was re- 
^^joiced to fee him, and introduced him- 
^/ to Mr. Herbert as her half-brother, and 
** by that Gentleman's intereft procured 
" him a gunner's warrant ; that they re- 
'^ newed their connexion whenever he could 
*^ kave the fhip, which having done Once 
** top often, he was broke ; fince which 
*^ they had mutually agreed to make up a 
'' fum of money, gnd elope from Mr, 
*^ Herbert i that they had fycceeded fo far 
** as to realize two thouland pounds, and 
•* . the next morning (now they had gotten 
" all there was to be had) was fixed for 
*^ their departure, when the accident hap-. 

^^ penfd 
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*^ pened which is like to end In this crimi- 
^* nd's death : but the faid James Tyirel 

ibkmnly declares, in the prefence of 

Joilah Walker and Jeremiah Collet, that 
" he firft affaidted Mr, Herbert, without 
'^ any provocation whatever; and he is fure 
" that gentleman was wholly innocent of 
" any defies againft his life.'* 

With this paper, as foon as figned and 
witneflfed, which was done in the prefence 
of Emmeribn and his wife, who were fum- 
moned for the occafion. Collet was in fuch 
a hurry to get away, that he forgot to li- 
berate the lady, or to get into a coach he 
had wdercd to be called, but ran away to 
the London coffee- houfe, where he found 
Mr. Herbert, with a packet of letters be- 
fore him, feaied and direfted, and himfelf 
ready to fet out. 

Collet congratulated him on the good 
news he had brought, and producing the 
confeflion of Tyrrel, now averred there was 
no occafion for him to leave his friends and 
country. 

F 2 ft 
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It Is not to be doubted but Herbert was 

glad to find the black and abhorred crime 

of premeditated nnirder was not attributed 

tto him ; but an acquittal of this, and every 

other error, could not give peace to his 

bofom : there the feducing form of Anna 

£ver dwelt^-^Reafon nor philofophy could 

reconcile him to her lofe, which every 

momcint afflidlcd him beyond the laft.-— 

His heart Xunk when he refledled on her 

prefent fituation ; he had confidered and re- 

confidered how he could extft, breathing the 

fame air with her, for ever loft to him.— 

Having concluded it impoflible, he refolved 

10 leave the kingdom, and, when on the 

continefit, io write to his friends for leave 

to continue fomje time abroad previous tQ 

his ente;ring the Temple. 

Collet's intelligence, therefore, had not 
the efFeft he cxpefted. Herbert found his 
mother had been at Emmerfon's, and that 
.Ihe concluded \nm jgonc* The reafon h^ 
chofe to aflign for parting was, he thought^ 
|?eft ayoidcd j ^d haying given it his 

&i,enc^ 
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friend, and engaged his correfpondence, he 
fent for achaife, and fet off for Dover. 

Collet, from the time he had left home, 
till the prefent moment, had never be- 
llowed a thought on Layton ; but the in- 
ftant he had done the laft friendly office for 
Herbert, and had ken him from the door, it 
occurred to him, that he had three women, 
from each of whom he was in hourly ex- 
peftation of a fummons,,two*men in fevers,, 
and a boy wfth a broken leg, each of 
thofc he ought to have vifited that even- 
ing,, and that he had left home without the 
leaft intimation of where he was going, or 
when he fhould return : he had alio promi- 
fed Charles to wait on Mrs. Herbert in the 
morning, and inform her of all that had 
paffed at Emmerfon's, but without hinting 
that he had feen her fon, or on what occa- 
fion : immediately then throwing himfelf 
into a poft-chaife, he returned to Layton, 
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CHAPTER LVIL 

Lady's Dr effing- Room, 

JLT was broad day when the DoAor reached 
his own houfe, which was in no finall con- 
fufion,. on account of his abfence. Finding 
he had not been particularly wanted, he re- 
tired extremely fatigued, and enjoyed the 
heavenly repofc,' a fcnfe of having afted 
under that Divine Command of loving our 
neighbours as ourfelves, and doing unto, 
ajl men as we would they ihould do unto 
U5, infures. 

The next morning Mrs. Wcllers, among 
the reft of his friends, came to inquire by 
what fudden power Collet had vani/hed ; 
her, and her only, he made acquainted with 
the whole affair j fhewed her the letters he 
promifed to deliver, and which he intended 
going to town to do, as foon as he had 
been round to vifit his patients. 

he 
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The one direded to Mrs. Herbert, in 

4 

Grofvenor-fquare, caught her eye ; fhe told 
him fhe had two days ago been twice there, 
and was afliired all the family had left 
town. But as I have not informed my 
reader of the fuccefs of that lady's inquiries 
after my heroine's charafter, I muft account 
for fome part of her behaviour, by doing 
it now. 

She went, her fon efcorting her to Sir 
William Edwin's, where, expreffing much 
disappointment at hearing they had left 
town, the fervant told her, young Mr. 
Edwin lived in Portman-fqiiare. They 
drove there— ^the ladies were not ftirring.— - 
They alked what time they would be vifible ? 
About two o'clock. — At two they returned, 
and were ufhered, through a fuit of magni- 
ficent rooms, into one in which fat "Mrs. 
Edwin and Cecilia, attended by Frajan, 
who was now equally the favourite of both 
fifters. 

Mrs. Wellers' curiofity was excited 
about thofe young ladies, more from the 
reports of others, than any thing flie had 

F 4 heard 
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heard from Anna; her grateful remem- 
brance of the former kindncfs of that fa- 
mily had fealed her lips, refpeding any. ill 
qualities Mifs Edwin might be fubjedt tOr 
As to Mrs. Edwin, flie was,, in a manner, a 
ftranger to her j but fuch very fine- ladies 
could not but be famous— they led the 
mode — the Edwin cap, hat, (hoc, and iafh, 
were univerfally worn. 

They were fitting on white fattin Otto- 
mans, a fuperb breakfaft equipage before 
them ; the room breathed perfumes ; it was 
decorated with the choiceft and mod 
beautiful flowers in the fineft china vafes ; 
the toilette magnificently fet out with 
filver fiUagre boxes; and the aflemblage 
of every elegance luxury could invent, or 
money purchafe, were here in the height 
of profufion. 

Mrs. Edwin's drefswas a beautiful Spot- 
ted gauze chemife, lined with pale pink 
perfian ; Cecilia's the fame, with the differ- 
ence of a lilach lining. 

But peace dwelt not on the brow of the 
fair miftrefs of this elegant manfion ; a fret- 
ful 
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ful fuUennefs clouded her features ; not in 
the poffeffion of her hufband's afFeiftions,- 
flie defpifed the ridiculous advice of her 
mother-in-law, and fcorned to court, where 
her vanity told Her fhe ought to be courted.: 
Her houfe was a continual fcene of diflipa- 
tion i yet there fhe was rcftlefs and diflatif-^ 
fied. Her delicate conftitution began to 
fuffcr from the fatigue of following each 
fafhionable rcfort, in fearch of happinefs ; 
and this morning her eyes, were funk lan- 
guidly in that head, which flill violently 
ached^ from the late hours fhe had kept the 
preceding evening. . 

Mifs EdWin was more gay ; fhe had at- 
traded the notice of a man of fafhion and 
quality, who- had looked and fwore enough 
to gratify any. coquette alive. 

Mrs. Wellers, being received- with great 
politenefs, and feated, opened her bufinefs ; 
it was (Lady Edwin not being in town) to 
inquire the charader of a young perfon 
who lived with her as companion, a Mifs 
Manfibl, . 

F 5 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Edwin, indifpofed and out of Ipi- 
rits before, appeared greatly affeded at the 
name, and prefently burft into tears. The 
fadnefs of her appearance, amidft fo many 
fources of pleafure, had fcnfibly ftricken 
Mrs. Wellers the moment fhe came in j 
and to find the caufe originated with her 
favourite, not a little fhocked her. 

Mifs Edwin immediately anfwered her. 
inquiries, in a manner the reader will ex- 
peft. Frajan was ready, not only to con- 
firm, but invent ; and Mrs. Wellers, who^. 
appearing a very good fort of a woman, was 
told, in confidence, they had eve ly rcafon 
to fufpeft Mr. Edwin now adtually kept the 
objedt of her inquiry. 

Mrs. Edwin's tears flowed afrelh at this 
part of the flory; and Mrs. Wellers, 
Ihocked, mortified, and difappointed, took 
her leave. 

When they were in the carrfage, as fhe 
began to exprefs her dillrefs at what had 
happened, Mr. Wellers, without the leafl: 
change of countenance^ declared his refolu- 
tion of never taking any one into his houfc 

without 
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without a good charadter, be their appear- 
ance ever fo fpecious,^ 

Asi they drove on, Ihe ruminated on what 
had palfcd, and all (he had heard ; but 
when.fhe came to compare the adlions (he 
had been told of, with the ingenuous look, 
the elegant manners, and refined fentiments 
of Anna, fuch a flagrant contradiftion Ihe 
was aftbniflied at; and rccoUefting how 
inconfiftent with their account of her, had 
been the behaviour flie was accidentally 
witnefs to. when Edwin vifited her, her 
partiality returned, *and rendered Mife 
Edwin's character of Anna incredible i fhc 
once more went to Grofvenor-fquare, in 
order to get direftions to write to Lady 
Cecilia, and relblved to avoid coming to a 
final ecclairciflcment with Anna till flic heard 
from he r. 

Again flie qucftioned the fervants very 
clofcly about any of the family's being in 
town, and again fhe was as ftoudy anfwered 
in the negative ; fo that the letter ta Mrs. 
Herbert there^ might welt furprife her; 
though the elopement of our heroine, with 

F 6 the 
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the abfence of Mr. Edwin from homr, 
and the pofitive aflevcrations that he was 
in the village^ left it but too probabfe all 
jfhe had heard was true, which was agreed 
to by Collet, whofe attachment to Herbert 
was evinced by the concern he felt. Stroll-^ 
kg home, fhe. called at Dalton's, merely by^ 
way of hearing the chat of the day. Mrs^ 
Dalton was in tears 5 the difappointment of 
her hopes> and the uncert^ty of what was- 
become of Anna, extremely affeded her; 
and the catitious huiband not being in the 
way to prevent it, flie told Mrs. WcUers 
the whole ftory of Lord Sutton's love for 
Anna, and the great offers he had made 
her. 

Mrs. Wellers was dumb with aftonilh- 
ment — ^Ihe could not believe it. The letter 
he had fent Anna flic had left carclefsly on 
the table, where Mrs. Dalton had found iti. 
it was produced as evidence of the truth of 
her aflertion. 

" Good God !" exclaimed Mrs. Wellers, 
what wickednefs lurks under this myftery ! 
Can it be — can- a nobleman wifli to marry ? 

can 
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can he court, in an honourable way, a 
young perfon he has himfelf known to be 
an impoftor, a thief i'* 

" Who a thief, madam ?" anfwered Mrs^ 
Dalton^ colourings " not Anna'9 nobody 
can accufe her> I am fure> of fiich an a&y 
I will pledge my ISfc for her principles in 
every refpeft : very bad things have been 
iaid of her in this wicked village ; but fhe 
is as innocent, MadaiDi ^ ^ new-born.* 
infant, wherever fhe is/*" 

** Will you permit me, Mrs, Dalton, to 
t^e this letter with me ? It will help ta 
clear Mifs Manfcl, if fhe is innocent, of* 
many a vile imputation.'' Mrs. Dalton 
agreed to it, and Mrs. WcUers took it 
home with her. 

In the greateft afloniihment fhe read it: 
over and over ; and, in turning it, found the- 
rough draught of Anna's anfwer: fpite of 
her elopement, fpite of the words and ho- 
nour of two ladies of the ton, and a French 
waiting-woman, Mrs. WcUcrs gave way to 
a benevolent joy. Such a proof of the in- 
nocence 
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;K)ccnce^off her dear girl was, fhe faid, thf 
ftrongefc cordial to her fpirits. 

She fent for Bently — he was gone to 
London^ and had not been at home all 
night. Collet was next acquainted with 
this extraordinary circumftance — ^he took a 
copy to fend Charles, and the original to 
fliew Mrs. Herbert, with which he fet off 
to town i firft going to the Borough, where 
he heard that Nichols, finding fhe was 
difcovered, had decamped very early that 
.xnorning> and Tyrrel was in a fair way of 
recovery. . 



CHAPTER LVIIL 



The Fond Mother. 



r ROM the Borough Mr. Collet went to 
Grofvenor-fquare. — Mrs. Herbert was at 
firft denied i. but on his faying he brought 
letters from her fon, he was inftantly ad- 

mittedr 
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mittc L H ■• .s '.r . \ 3 gentici.'ian, 
fitting with the uiiu acted moiher and 
daughter. 

Mrs. Herbert was leaning back in an 
arm chair, the pifture of fifcnt woe, the 
big tear, in fpeechlefs agony, rolling down 
her pale cheek; while Patty, whofe- face 
rcfled on her folded arms, as fhe fat at the 
tablci audibly fobbed. 

The gentleman, who appeared extremely 
afFe<5led, arofc the inftant Collet entered :— 
" We fear. Sir, to afk you the news :— -is 
the villain yet living?— Is Mr. Herbert 
fafe r 

" Oh !" cried the fond mother, who 
could now fpeak : " Say it, fay but my Ion, 
the pride of my life, the darling of my foul, 
is fafe, out of the reach of that malignant 
fate he inherits from his mother -, and, 
while I live, I will revere you as my good 
angel/' — Mifs Herbert involuntarily ad*- 
vanced, and catching hold of his hand, 
burft into a frelh flood of tears. Collet was 
too much afFefted to anfwer : he felt for the 
letters, and, in his hurry to deliver the one 

he 
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he received from her fon for her, he gave 
into the hand of the gentleman the one he 
had written to fend to Herbert, with copies 
of Lord Sutton's- fctter and Anna's anfwer,. 
which he had not yet fealed, referving it to* 
tell him of his journey to Groj[venor-fquare.. 

Mrs. Herbert waited trembling to know 
the contents, and Patty eagerly looked over 
his Ihoulder j but the furprife of each was 
equal, on finding k addrefTed to Charles^, 
and fuH of Anna ! Patty coloured i the 
gentleman turned pale.-— 

*^ Ah !'* cried Mrs. Herbert^ *' why are 
you fo much afFefted I — Tell, tell me the. 
worft, that if my fon muft die, I may re- 
lign to my own fate." — ^Hc begged he^ 
flot to be alarmed ; and, turning to Collet, — 
** You have, I believe. Sir," faid he,." made- 
fome miftake in this letter," returning it. 

*' Oh, Cot fo ! — fo 1 have," anfwered'^ 
the Dodtor, colouring, " this is Mrs. Her- 
bert's," giving the right, and one to Mife. 
Herbert. 

*^ But where,, where is he. Sir?"— 

.— " In France by this timc.« — " 

" God^ 



ANNA. 113 

'' God be praifed," faid Mrs. Herbert, 
falling on her knees 5 " fparc, (pare and 
blefs hint, O merciful God; once more 
let me fold him in fafety and honour to 
my bofom, and diipofe of the miferable 
remnant of my days, as thou feeffi fit/' 
The DoAor was too much afFeded to nffift 
Wilkinfon in lifting her up, who, when (he 
was re-featcd, at her requeft, her own eyes 
being blinded with tears, read Mr. Her- 
bert's fetter, which was as foHo7/s : 

" When I parted from the beft of mo- 
** thers, this morning, how little did I fore^ 
" fee the poflibility of any event which could 
•* turn the defired prefencc of her fon into 
^' fo dreadful an aggravation of her diftrefs ! 
^' Arm your heart, my beloved, my ever- 
" honoured mother, with that firm confi-^ 
" dpnce in heaven, you have all your life, 

both by pjecept and example, taught 

your children. Fear not but I am too 
'^ fenfible of the very few comforts left 
** you, not to take the greateft care of my 
" own prefervatign : I am fure I am fafe ; 

^« the 
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<' the virtues of my mother are my fhield 
*' and defence. 

" Forgive, deareft Madam, the unjufti- 
*' fiable rafhnefs that has (though on my 
*' part perfeftly undefigned) in all pro- 
" bability robbed a fellow-creature of his 
*' exift^nce : I know your prayers will be 
" inceflantly offered for me ; and I truft, 
" ihould the worfi happen, the imputation 
*^ of murder will not reft on j(?^r fon.— My 
^^ unhappy father 4 what fliall \ fay of him J 
" Would to God he could fee his error, all 
*^ might yet be well. — ^Beiiappy, my ever- 
*' loved mother; grieve not, I implore 
** you i this misfortune will be too heavy 
^* for me, if you bear it not with that firm- 
" nefs of mind which has Hitherto fup- 
" ported you. As foon as I reach the 
*^ continent I will write to Sir William, 
" for his permiflion to finifli my ftudics 
*^ abroad j and, at every poffible oppor- 
*^ tunity, gratify my own feelings, in wri- 
" ting to you. — Let me not forget ^hat I 
" owe to the bearer, Mr. Collet, who, in 
*^ every fenfe of the epithet, has been the 

" warm 
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*' warm, difinterefted friend ofi deareft 
" Madam, 

" Your dutiful 

" and afFeftianate {on, 

" Charles Herbert." 

* 

This letter, which, wet with maternal 
tears, was put in Mrs, Herbert's bofom, 
gave a new turn to the countenances of all 
prefent. — Patty faid, her brother, her dear 
brother, had written charmingly to her, 
but it was not juft now neceflary her mamma 
fhould fee his letter; fhe was already too 
much afFc6bed : — ^all acknowledged Collet's 
kindnefs; but when he came to TyrrePs 
confeflion, their joy and gratitude were 
ungovernable.— Patty declared fhe would 
go to her papa that night : but this Mrs. 
Herbert oppofed, as they knew not how 
he might be affefted at the difcovery j he 
may perhaps choofe, faid fhe, to have as 
few witnefles as pofTible of his feelings. 
Mr. ,Wilkinfon has bufinefs with him 5 if 
Mr. Collet will trouble himfelf to go with 
him, he will, or will not, tcU all that has 

paft 






ii5 ANNA. 

paft in the Borough^ as he judges befl, 
from the difpofitlon in which they find him. 
Collet again forgot his patients and the 
village, but begg€d for a dilh of tea. The 
ladies apologized for their negleft; and 
while they were taking it, he afked Mrs. 
Herbert, how ihe had heard of the dif^ 
agrefeable accident ? She inmiediately hand- 
ed him this note : 

Deferving, unhappy woman, thy curfes 
on me cannot mcreafe my mifery or 
^* defpairi nor can the confcioufiiefs of thy 
** Qwn virtues give thee comfort adequate 
•' to thy forrows^ Our fon, that dear> 
^* faultlefs youth, irritated by the vices of 
•^ his father, has forfeited his life to the 
•* laws of his country. He has efcaped 
** for the prefent. Let thy prayers be 
" offered to the God thou haft ferved, that 
" he may be fo fortunate as to get out of 
" the reach -of his purfuers :-— thine may 

** avail — mine cannot^ 

C. H/" 

« Oh!" faid Patty, *Mf you had feea 
il& at the receipt of that fhockiiig note \ 

hut: 
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htxt, thank God, (fmiling through her 
tears) it is avtti it was biiought us at my 
coufin's— we went dircdly in his chariot 
to the Borough— he was not at home, or 
1 am furc he wouid have gone with us— 
and there an ugly woman ran on talking 
of every thing irat what he wanted to 
know. Papa was gone, and they faid the 
man was dying ; but God be praifed, it 
is ov6r, and we fiiaH never fee that ihock* 
ing place ajgain. Only think. Mamma, 
Mr$^. Edwin has never fent, nor Mifs 
Edw^!" ^* Inhuman!" cried WUkin- 
fon, with indignation i ^^ i>ut corne. Sir, we 
ihall be too late,'* 

They left the ladies comparatively happy 
jaiid found Mr. Herbert furrounded with 
papers, a fetded gloom on his countenance, 
^nd unfliaved or drefled. When Wilkinfon 
entered, a gleam ©f fatisfaftion beamed on 
his face, but quickly difappeared after the 
firft falutationl Wilkinfon faid, "anexe- 
xution had been laid on the works, and 
that be was difpatched by the other part- 
ners to know what was to 'be done." 

Herbert 
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Herbert was filent. ' 

"They are exceedingly diftrcfled,"coii- 
tinued Wilkinibn. 

. ** So am I," was the anfwer. " Have 
you feen Mrs. Herbert?" 

" He had been there." 

" Any news of my boy?" They told 
him he was fafe, and Tyrrel recovering* 
Collet then gave an account of his vifit in: 
the Borough, and named Nichols. 

« O! d— -n her! d— n her!" faid he, in 
an agony. 

Wilkinfon took occafion now to expa- 
tiate on the fuflFerings, the merit, and the 
ftill warm affeftion, of Mrs. Herbert ; and^ 
at the conclufion. Collet produced the pa- 
per fighed by Tyrrel. At the perufal of 
this, he fhrunk with horror, but faid no- 
thing, Wilkinfon then afked, " if he 
would permit Mrs. and Mifs Herbert to 
vifit him f" 

" No, no !" anfwered he fiercely ; " let 
them ftay till to-morrow ; I have affairs 
to fettle, and cannot be interrupted. You, 
Sir," faid he to - Collet, « have afted 

<^ nobly 
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nobly by my fon— .you tnuft do me the 
&your to wear this ring^" taking a valu- 
able diamond off his finger. Collet ftart^^ 
ed back— -to accept of fuch a prcfent from 
an infblvent^ for bufinefs in the courie of his 
profcflion, would have been confidered by 
him as an a6t of injuftice ; and much more, 
when it meant to pay for his friendfhip-— he 
found himfelf hurt at the idea. Mr. Her- 
bert, however, would not be refiifedi he 
inlifted on his taking it, with a warmth 
that plainly fhewed he thought himfelf of- 
fended by Collet's declining his offer. He 
therefore, with great reludance, at lafl put 
it on his finger, fecretly refolving, it fhould 
return to the family. 

As Wilkinfon found Mr. Herbert in no 
mood to talk of bufinefs, he now propofed 
going i the leave they took of him was on 
his fide folemni he embraced Wilkinfon 
affeftionately — ^^ Young man," faid he, 
" I have been your friend 5 if, when I am 
no more, my femily Ihould want one> do 
not forget it," 

tc Never, 
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*^ Never, Sir," anfwcred hty «^ can I 
forget the manjr obli^tions lam under to 
you — ^your intcreft, * and that oi your fe- 
mily, Ihall ever be mine ; I have no doubt 
but you will yet," continued he, fmiling, 
*^ confer many more favours on me/' This 
was laid as they were parting- Mr. Her- 
bert inftantly drew back, andlhut the door; 
and Wilkinfon theil had the opportunity he 
longed for of inquiring after the fate of 
Anna. 

Mr. Manfcl had beoi laid up with the 
gout three months back : his diftrefs at not 
hearii^ from her, was unlpeakable, although 
he knew not flie had left the Edwins : and 
Wilkinfon was charged with a letter full of 
remonftrances at her unkindnefs. His fur- 
prife at hearing from Mrs. Herbert that Ihe 
was gone, and that they were ignorant of 
her prefcnt fituation, was, as may be ima- 
gined, great, and his anxiety not lefsi. She 
had been his firft, and indeed his only love* 
While Jhe was fingle, there was a hope, 
which he Jbad fondly indulged. The dif- 
covery Collet's miftake had made was at 

once 



oftcc pleafing and painful: he was over- 
joyed to find, as be then thaijgbt, where Ihc 
was; and not a Kttle hurt to fee, by the 
flyle of his letter, the DoAor looked on 
Herbert as her lover. As foon as he could 
refume the fubjeft of the miftake in the 
letter which Collet had made, he informed 
him of his commiflion from her friend, 
and rcquefted the favour of Mifs Manfel's 
addrefs. 

The Dodor> who had not the art of 
keeping fecrets, in return communicated to 
him all that had come to his knowledge of 
Anna. No words can exprcfs Wilkinfon's 
aftonifhment; nor could any power on earth 
k£en his confidence in the honour of her 
principles, or the purity of licr heart. He 
heard with indignation the low fcancjal of 
the village, and with rage the accufations of 
theft confirmed by Lord jSutton. He fwore 
to make him prove, or eat his words ;-— but 
when he faw the hand-writing of the defpi- 
cable Peer, his propofal of marriage, and 
the rough draught of her anfwers, which 
proved Ihe was fenfiblc of the injuries he 

vou nx, G had 
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had oiFered her, he was with difficulty re- 
ftrained from going that inftant to his houfe. 
In the continuation of Collet's hiftory, he 
learned, to his great grief andmdrtification, 
fhe was now out of the reach of his inqui- 
ries 5 yet he determined, if poflible, to find 
out her retreat,^ and to prevail on her to re- 
turn to Mr. Manfcl's. 

They were on the point of parting, "when 
;who fhould dalh by but Mr. Bently ; he 
flopped at fight of Collet.-: — " Can't find 
this girl, Doftor; cannot find her," (de- 
liberately taking ofFhis hat to cool himfelf) 
" high nor low : I have walked over all the 
town, have run my head into all the Ca- 
ribee iflands and blind allies, as well as 
high Streets i afked at every houfe with a 
bill up— all in vain: nay, I have had 
that puppy watched — he goes no where 
but to Parliamcnt-Houfe, gaming-tables, 
and brothels:— a wife fenator! ha. Doc- 
tor!: — but I won't go home until I do* 
And what do you think 111 do next? 
Why ru advertife her, with a handfomc 
reward." And away walked Bently. 

'* That/^ 
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'' That," faid Collet, « is another of your 
Friend's admirers. '* Wilkinfon, curious 
to know more of a being who appeared 
quite a charafter, would have detained the 
•Doftor longer ; but again recoUeftion was 
the friend of his patients, and direftly he 
took the road to Layton. 

Wilkinfon returned to Bond-ftreet j where, 
having recounted the particulars that had 
paffed with Mr. Herbert, it was agreed 
they fhould go next day to the Fleet, and 
endeavour to prevail on him to write to Sir 
William, who, they made no doubt, would 
then fettle his affairs. " And if," feid Mrs. 
Herbert, "at laft he will be content at 
home, we will give up the ho%ife at Bath, 
and be happy at liandore." 

At flipper, he repeated to Mrs. Herbert 
what he had heard of Anna, great part of 
which fhe knew : — but when he came to 
Sutton's honourable addrefles, it required 
all her confidence in his veracity to induce 
her to give it credit^ Patty, on her part, 
ioved our heroine with an affeftion founded 
on the folid bafis of efteem : fhe could 

G 2 . , esfily 
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«afily credit every other circumftance that 
ipoke to the honour of her friend ; but this 
^iFair of Sutton's was almoft incredible 
«ven to her, — Indeed they both recoUcded 
his paflion for Cecilia had not been lately 
Jieard of i but ftill, for a man of rank to join 
with fo poor an implement in debafing the 
^harader of a woman one moment^ and the 
next offer her his name and fortune, were ac- 
tions which, in their idea, exceeded proba^ 
bility. Wilkinfon, in the honeft warmth of 
his foul, avowedhis intention of hunting the 
vile calumny to the bottom that could 
brand a young creature, who w^s the fweet- 
«ft emblem of virtue, with the^radiccof 
vice. No rank, age, or fex, he fwore, 
{hould efcape his inquiries, nor the dearcft 
^onfidcrations on earth prevent his-expo- 
fing, and^ as far as v/as in his power, punifli- 
ing dae perpetrators of fb inhuman an 2jdu 
Mrs. Herbert, however, entreated him to 
h^ tender^ for her fake^ of the Edwins* . 



CHAP, 
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CHAPTER LDC 

AA AJfignation^ 

JVlRS^ Herbert, who had not clofcd her 
eyes from the inftant the danger of her 
darling fon had reached her, retired, over- 
come with fatigue, before nine o'clock; 
and Wilkinfon, not chooling himfelf tolofe' 
any time in town, as the company's affairs. 
were fo deranged,, fct oirt to vifit fome per- 
fbns who had . been very kind to him in his- 
infancy, and for whom he had a great af^ 
feftion.. They were people in rather low 
circumftanccs> whofc regard had been of 
the utmoft advantage to his. early ycars> 
and to whom he had allowed fomething to- 
wards their maintenance j from the time he 
had begun to receive the pay of his own 
labour, and for the laft two years, they 
experienced the fweets of plenty, having^ 
rcceived,^ by his order, one guinea per 
wcek^ 

G 3 Crofiing 
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Croffing Oxford-road, two ladies paflcd 
-him very quick : and getting into a hack- 
ney coach, it was ordered, by a voice he 
was furc he knew, to drive to the Park* 
Thelatenefs of the hour, and their being 
without attendants, rather ftaggered him; 
yet, if ever he faw Mifs Edwin, or heard 
her fpealc^ it was her- A fudden impulfe 
of curiofity, tempted him to follow the 
coach, which, notwithftanding being per- 
petually bid to drive on, went a very flow 
pace: they alighted at Spring-Gardens, 
and the moon Ihining bright, he faw he 
was not miftaken; they were hardly entered 
the Park, when they were joined by two 
gentlemen, and prefently the ladies were 
divided, both couples appearing perfcftly 
at eafe with each other. 

He could not poflibly be with both par- 
ties ; he therefore ftuck to Cecilia, whom he 
followed at a diltancc, and found the walk 
was to be the end of the prefent meeting ; 
for in half an hour, the lady who had fe- 
parated from them, called to the other to 
go 5 they parted with the gentlemen where 

they 



ANNA. 127 

they met, the falutatiorts of both being in 
French, which Wilkinfon did not under- 
ftand. He could therefore make nothing 
out from what little he heard of their con- 
verfation; but certain of their perfons, 
and Anna in his head, he thought as this 
was, perhaps, the only time he might 
have to fpeak to Mifs Edwin, he would 
not let it efcapc j there was a myftery, an 
indecorum, in the interview he had been 
witnefs to, that gave him a courage he 
would, on any other occafion, have wanted 
in addrcfEng Mifs Edwin i but rcfpcft 
is incompatible with the difcovery of a 
lady's intrigue. 

On pretence, therefore, of aflifting them 
to the coach, he afFefted to recognize Ce- 
cilia, — ^Never was meeting with an old 
countiy acquaintance fo mal-i-fropos,"^ 
Fain would fhc have denied hcrfelf, and 
finding tKat impoffible, laughed at their 
being out alone fo late. As a frolick, Wil- 
kinfon joined in their good humour, and 
jumped into the coach with them, pro- 
tcftmg that his rcfpcft for her family would 

G 4 not 
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not fuffer him to leave them ' nngnardcd 
at that late hour. Indeed he had, other 
motives — he had an ardent wifli to be ad- 
mitted to half an hour's conTerfation with 
Mifs Edwin> which, now that Fortune had 
lb psHTticutarly favoured hun^ by meeting 
her in fuch a rituatu>n> at fuck an hour, he 
hoped fee would not rcfufc* 

A coquette is a being whole pafllon fot 
admiration increafcs with being fed ; (he is 
fo well fatisfied with herfelfi that if a maa 
puts on a fpecious countenance in her prc- 
fence, ihe fets him down as her own, and at- 
tributes the Iblemnity of his afpcA to tlie 
paflion fhc has inlpired. Let him be gayj^ 
ihe exerts all her artifice and cunning to 
rob him of the free enjoyment of his own 
fpirits. — She never doubts his profcffions, 
hecaufe it is at firft more generally her . in- 
tereft to appear the dupe of them. Her 
whole bufmefs with mankind is to cnfnare 
and deceive j and knowing the infignifi- 
cance of her own charafter, putting flirta^ 
tion out of the queftion, forms no expefta- 
tion of being approached by tlic male fex on 

any 
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any other fubjed but love and admiration,, 
or in any other ftyle but that of gallantry* 

Mifs Edwin perfcftly recoUeded Wil- 
kinfon ; but not fenfible of any kind of 
bufinefs he could have with her, and her 
imagination ever on the wing for new con- 
quelt, fhe immediately concluded he was 
a vidim to charms, flie believed irrefiftible^ 
True, he was a low country fellow, a mere 
ideot; neverthelefs if fhe could but get out 
of this fcrape, his flupidity might amufe ; 
and his oddijy divert her. It would be 
pleafant to rob him of his peace, and de- 
lightful, by a fhew of happinefs, to luB 
him into mifery. With this humane inten- 
tion, fhe fufFered him to prefs her hand ; 
nor attempted torepulfe the freedom of his 
addrefs with any of her ufual hauteur. 

Her companion had not yet once broken 
filence, but fat tremWing, in expeftation 
of the event 5 while Cecilia, with an eafy 
familiarity, entered into chat with the in- 
truder j not once apprehending but flie 
could frown him into obedience whenever 
it was convenient to difmifs him. She was 

G 5 miftakenj 
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miftaken ; the low fellow was as invulne- 
rable to her fmiles as unawed by her frowns^ 
when it was intimated the ladies could now ' 
difpenfe with his attendance. Good hu- 
mour, gravity > fcorn, anger, nor furious 
remonffrances, had any eiFed on the vul- 
gar creature ! _ 

He ftill perfifted in feeing her homti 
and when there,, having half an hour's au- 
dience. — ^At laft, " they were not going 
home." — <* No ! for heaven's fake, where 
then!" — ^''It could be nothing t& him— 
It was very unlike a gentleman to be 
fb troublefome." — " He thought dif- 
ferently: when he had the honour of 
feeing Lady Edwin, which would be in 
the courfe of a month,, and told her when 
amf wbere he had met her daughter^ 
/he. Re was fure, would never thank 
him for leaving her fo expofed to infultJ* 
" — Well then," cried Cecilia, peeviihly, 
** we had fome bulineis at Madam Cham- 
baud's,, in St.. James's- ftreet, and. the 
evening being fine,, we were tempted ta 
ftroll out; — our carriage will attend us 
there." The 
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. The falfehood of this ftory was not cal- 
culated to infpire Wilkinfon with much 
refpeft for his fair companion j however, 
Cecilia promifing Tolemnly to be at home 
to him at eleven next morning, he alighted ; 
and keeping the carriage in view, faw them 
get out at the milliner's, where, foon after,^ 
an elegant vis-i-vis drew up, and the ladies 
.having put off their calaflies, got into it : 
of this carriage, as they drove very feft, he 
foon loft iight. 

This incident made it too late to vifit 
his friend in the city, and he returned to 
Grofvenor-{quarc,. where he was invited to 
take his bed. 



CHAPTER LX. 

The Suicide^ 

"WlLjKINSON, on his rifmg next mom^ 
ing, found the ladies ready dreifed, and im- 
patient to be gone. 

G 6 « Iknow 
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<^ I know not the rcafon,*' faid Mrs* 
Herbert, '^- but inftead of the qiikt repolc 
I expefted after the blefled news of yef» 
terday, which I hoped woxdd have given 
me, what I have long been deprived ofi. 
a good night's reft, I have been disturbed 
by the moil horrid dreams^ and waked ia 
terrors not to be expreffed.~I fear that 
wretch, Tyrrcl, is dead/* 

Wilkinfon and Mifs Herbert did all they 
could to dilpel thofe apprehenfions, which> 
increafing every moment, he propofed going 
round by the Borough, and calling at the 
grocer's before they went to Mr, Herbert's : 
juft as their route was fettled, Mr. Edwin 
was announced. That gentleman was a 
ftranger in his own houfe; and his own 
family were the laft people he thought of 
converfing with. His clothes were kept, 
andjiis fervants refided there ; but except 
to change them, or flecp off the intempe- 
rance of a frolickfome night, it was the laft 
place he was likely to be feen at. Some- 
times, but very rarely, he did Mrs. Edwin 
the honour of eating a filent dinner with 

her; 
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her 5 and once or twice, hcmg prefled to be 
of her party ift the rvenbg, cxpielfed his 
extreme mortir cation and regret that an 
engagement prevented his having that ho- 
nour : lince which> his happy wife had not 
troubled him or herlelf any moric on the 
fubjeft. He had heard, with ^ Jang-froU 
peculiar to the charafter of a modern fine 
gentleman, the fituation of Mr. Herbert. 
—Anna was ftill the objeA of his wifhes ^ 
but his pafiions were now rather more in« 
tercfted in the divifion of a pack of cards> 
and the chance of the dice, than on all that 
woman could beftow* The obtaining her 
was attended with fuch trouble, which he 
hated, and fo much time, of which he had 
not a moment to fpare, that except now 
and then, when a very bad mn at play, 
and the cfFefts of conftant difllpation and 
immorality, in his courfe of life, brought 
fomething like recolleftion acrofs him, 
(which had been the cafe the day fhe quit- 
ted Layton) he feidom beftowed a thought 
on her. 

But 
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But he could not fo far entirely (urmount 
every prejudice of his javcnile years, as to 
hear of the misfortunes of Charles with the 
fame indifference. He had flept at home 
the laft morning ; and waking earlier than 
comnK>n, with the hcad-ach, his feryant 
was fummoned with tea, which, while he 
was taking, without the leaft relifh, merely 
to difpel the fumes of Champaign, Bates 
mentioned the ftory of the murder, Charles's 
flight, and Mrs. Herbert's diftradion, with 
the ufual additions and aggravations a tale 
generally meets in repeating. 

He immediately threw off the languor to 
which he had devoted the morning, aad^ 
dreffing with the greateft expedition, went 
to Grofvenor-fquare, where he was received 
with a gratitude and affedion-, that gave 
him the firft fenfible- pleafure he had for 
feme months experienced, except the four 
honours at a game at whift, or a lucky caft 
of the dice j which, however, to do hinv 
juftice, he was felciom fo happy as to en- 
counter* 

He 
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He took them in his carriage to the Bo<- 
rough; andj durmgthe ride> the warmth 
with which he efpoufed the caufe of her 
fon, made Mrs* Herbert and Patty eloquent 
in his praiie» 

•Under the thick vei^ which his unjufti^ 
fiable purfuits fpread over the mind of Ed- 
witti there yet exifted fome of the principles 
of humanity, honour> and generofity. The 
bappinels he faw he imparted, exhiliraced 
his own fpirits s and the confcioufnefs of be- 
ing n(W on a laudable purfuit, relieved 
him from the ennui which, of late, never left 
him but at the gaming-table, or a (Vill worfc 
place. 

They fcund Mrs. Herbert had been a 
falfe prophetefs ; for Tyrrel was better. He 
then accompanied them to the Fleet, Ed- 
win promifing every good office in. his power 
for Mr. Herbert.. 

Mrs.. Herbert, as 1 have informed my 
reader, had long lived on terms of the moft 
miferable diftruft of a hufband Ihc tenderly 
and paQionately loved, — Still he ofFendedi 
and ftill he was forgiven i till the confc- 

qucncc 
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qucnce of his ifldcHcatc connexions had 
injured her health. — From that period fhe 
declined his bed ; and his condufi: fince had 
been fo little adapted to heal the ftiock her 
virtuous love for him had received, that 
fhc had gradually iclt herfelf fuperior to the 
man who was continually wounding hcF 
pride and affection. Time had blunted 
the edge of thofc injuries which had at firft 
cut her to the foul ; and flic had long ceafed 
to think on his courfe of living with any 
other uneafincfs than what a good and ge- 
nerous heart ever feels for the internal peace 
€>f thofe they are connefted with, and her 
fear for the future welfare of her family in- 
fpired. — His affairs were fecrets to her, 
but when her intcreft was wanting with her 
brother, which he chearfully exerted, as 
riiey were always gloffed over by fome 
plaufible pretext or- other: — the hopesy 
therefore^ of his reformation^ gave her plea- 
furej but the rapture of regaining his heart 
was out of her thoughts : all her perfonal 
love for him was transferred to her child- 
ren i but duty and religion taught her to re- 
joice 
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joice in his abandoning, his errors, and in- 
duced her to adopt every mode of condufk 
to\yards him that could render the new path 
of honour delightful. 

Patty loved her father; and now that 
(he could honour as well as love him, Ihc 
ihould, fhe faid, be the happieft girl on 
earth. 

Wilkinfbn had reafbn, in point of inte- 
reii: as well as friendfhip, to wifh it; and 
Edwin was refolved to relieve his uncle 
from his diftrefs.— With thcfe difpofidon^ 
they approached the prifon. When the 
coach drew up, the ceremony of unlocking 
the gates, ftruck Mrs. Herbert with a fe- 
rret horror, and Patty gafped for breath* 
Wilkinfon, obferving how they were af- 
fccled, propoftd their flaying in the coach> 
while he went up to apprife Mr. Herbert 
of their vifit. 

Edwin would have accompanied him; 
but Mifs Herbert, frightened at the looks 
of the place, and the ftrange countenances 
fhe faw paffing to ^nd fro, caught hold 
of him, and begged him not to leave them. 

Several 
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Several people were crowded round the 
door, and more were gathering. The ele- 
gant carriage which ftood fo near, was an 
obje<5t of curiofity. — The ladies pulled up 
the blinds next the door : — they knew not 
that the place was accuftomcd to be fb 
thronged. 

Wilkinfon's ftay bein^ protrafted beyond 
their ideas of ' any probable caufe, Mr. 
Edwin ofFered to feek him. Still Patty 
clung to him in terror ; and Mrs. Herbert, 
again giving way to the forebodings of her 
afFrightened imagination, waited in pale 
and dreadful fulpenfe. The crowd in- 
creafing to quite a mob> with ferious and 
earneft faces, Edwin begged them to fufFer 
him to leave them a few moments : — ^hc 
could form no idea of what detained their 
friend— but it was proper to inquire i — 
fome accident might have happened to 
him J — therefore he was ' permitted to go, 
and the blind again drawn up. 

In a moment, however, he returned with 
Wilkinfon. 

*' Oh 
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. '* Oh, what has happened ! what dread- 
ful news have you to impart ?" cried 
Mrs. Herbert, in agony, at fight of the 
terrified countenances of the two gentle- 
men i and finding the coach turning from 
the prifon, <* For the love of heaven. Sir," 
faid Patty, " tell us the worft. Is my papa 
dead ? Why do we leave this horrid place 
without feeing him !" , 

5^ Stop the coach. Sir," faid Mrs. Her- 
bert, *' I infift on it ; I will know the worft 
before I leave this fpot." 
' Wilkinfon ftill fat in fpeechlefe terror : — 
Edwin, hardly able to articulate, begged 
them to be pacified, and let the carriage 
drive on. 

" Ah no," faid Mrs. Herbert, *' I came 
to vifit and admtnifter coniblation to my 
penitent bufband. I will not return till I am 
fure he is out of the reach of my affiftance, 
or till (which God forbid) I know he has 
returned to his errors, and refiifes it." 

Finding it impoflible to perfuade her to 
return in uncertainty, the carriage ftopp^d. 

« Why 



140 ANNA* 

" Why don't you fpcak, Mr. Wilkinfon ?" 
laid ihc. 

The tears which now flowed from his 
manly eyes gave him the power of utte- 
rance — he begged they would not aik what 
would iikock them to hear, — Mr. Herbert 
was really out of the reach of all affiftancc. 

" What, is he dead then ?'* alked Mrs* 
Herbert, in a voice of anguifh. 

*' Not dead-^tut paft every kind of 
help." 

*' Not dead } and fhall I then turn my 
back oa the father of my children while he 
has life ? Open the door — ^I can at leaft re- 
ceive bis lafl: breath.'* 

It was in vain to oppofe her.— She puflied 
on, followed by her daughter, through the 
crowd, who, finding (he was wife to the 
unhappy man, in refpcftful pity, let her 
pafi. Wilkinfon, with difficulty, got be- 
fore her : flic followed up the (lone ftairs 
to the door of the apartment to which.he 
fed. 

There, on a wretched bed, though the 
beft m the prifon^ lay Mr. Herberts hi& 

eyes. 
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^yes half clofed, his jaw fallen, and in the 
lafl: pangs of death. Several good -looking 
tacn, and one woman, were ftandihg near 
the bed : — the curtains were open to admit 
the air — a filent horror feemed to reign in 
the minds of the (pedators, who had been 
offering their unavailing afliftance. 

'' Oh! Herbert, Herbert!" (faid thedifl 
treffed wife, finking on her knees by the 
bed-fide ; while Patty, not able to give a fe- 
cond look at the horrid fpeAacle before 
her, hid her face at the feet) " is it thus 1 
fee thee ? — * Are thefe the comforts I 
fondly promifed myfdf from thy re- 
formation ? — Charles 1 Dear Charles !— ^ 
Doft thou not know me?" (looking on 
him for fome moments, to fee ifheobfcrved 
her.) 

** What is his diforder ? Can nothing be 
done for him, Mr. Wilkinfon, Coufin 
Edwin ? Gentlemen, are you of the fa- 
culty ? Can you do nothing for him- ?" 

A fudden alteration in the heavy breath 
©f the dying man calling all their atten- 
tion, at this inftant they gathered round 

hinu 
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him. A gleam of fenfe had re-animated 
his laft moment ; his eyes were lifted up to 
the face of his injured wife,— While her 
tears were in big drops wetting his face as 
ihe hung over him, he fetched a deep figh, 
and expired.^ 

Mrs. Herbert, fainting in the arms of 
Edwin J and her daughter, unable to move 
from the fpot where fhe at firil had funk, 
were objefts that afFefted all prefent.— 
They were carried out of the fccne of death- 
into an apartment belonging to the keeper 
of the prifon, and attended by the gentle- 
men of the faculty, who had been vainly 
called in to the dying man. 

As loon as, by the humane efforts of the 
people about her, Mrs, Herbert recovered, 
fhe begged to know the particulars of the 
fed fcene they had been witnefs to. — ^In this, 
however, Mr. Edwin and Wilkinfon pofi- 
tively refofed to gratify her. — Ignorance, 
indeed, of his lafl aft of Violence, was far 
more eligible than to be indulged in her 
requeft j and the reludance every body ex- 
prefTed of entering into particulars, too fa- 
tally 
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tally confirming her moft dreadful appre- 
heniiQns, Ihe was prevailed on to return 
with Mr, Edwin, leaving to Wilkinfon 
every care about the body. 
• Mifs Herbert was fo very mild in her 
own temper and difpofition, and fo little 
acquainted with the efFeds of defperation 
in others, fhe had no fiilpicion Mr. Her- 
bert's death was attended with any other 
uncommon circumftances than its fudden- 
nefe; and in this happy ignorance her 
friends wifely let her continue. She fincere- 
ly lamented her father, and grieved incef- 
fantly ftie had not feen him, to receive his 
laft bleifing before he had loft his fenfes. 

Mr. Edwin gave them th^ ftrongeft invi- 
tation to go to Portman-fquare ; but Mrs. 
Herbert knew too. well the unfeeling dif- 
pofition of the ladies there, to accept it : 
he therefore infifted on" being her banker; 
and promising to fave her the painful taflc 
of writing to Sir William, he left them. 

In his way from them to Portman-fquare, 
the awful fcene of the morning recurred to 
Mr, Edwin's recolledion ;— the dreadful 

finak 
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j5»^Z? of a man, whofe life had been de- 
voted to the fame guilty pleafures he was 
himfelf a flave to, could not but fliock him 
exceedingly. He had an engagement for 
that day at the houfe of a famous courtezan 
in high life, where he was to have had the 
honour of being in company with fome of 
the firft young men of the age, in point 
both of birth and talents ; no difgrace fol- 
lowing to either from the charaAer of their 
hoftefe i who, added to her . beauty, was 
miftrefs of every accompliflunent, and every 
art to murder time and baniih refleftion :— • 
but ihe was not now prefent j and her em- 
pire oyer the fenfes not being quite ia 
ftrong in abfence, as when the eyes were 
fafcinated with her charms, he formed a 
tefolution of ftaying at home the whole 
day; not doubting but on an occafion fo 
iblemn Mrs. Edwin would ihut her doors. . 

Wh«i his fervant attended him, his firft 
c[ueftion was after his lady and fifter. 

The naan ftarted ;-^fo unufual was the 
leaft defire in either of this worthy couple 
to meet, that be doubted his fenfes : how- 
ever. 
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ever, the uncommon gravity of his matter 
convinced him he was in earneft. 

" They were out.'* 

*' Didanycompany dine there ?'* Frajan 
was aflced. 

*' O yes J Count Maxwell and CoL 
Mendez." 

Who the devil are they !" 
The gentlemen that dine here every 
4ay/' 

« 

Mr, Edwin now dared in his turn : but 
feeling more hurt and aftonifhed than he 
chofe to fhew, only delired to know when 
his lady returned — and then performed his 
promifc to Mrs. Herbert, of writing to his 
father a]l that had come to his knowledge 
concerning the death of Mr. Herbert. 

Mr. Wilkinfon foon after called, as 
Mr. Edwin had rcqueftcd, to inform him 
of every circumftance he could learn re- 
fpefting the deceafed. He found that Mr» 
Herbert had been from the time of his 
moving to the Fleet-Prifon very bufy in 
arranging his papers — that he went not to 
bed the night he came there^ — his fervant, 

VOL. Ill* H who 
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who had lived with him twenty years, had 
begged him 'to take fome reFrefhment, but 
he could prevail for no more than a difh of 
coffee. — The man faid, that after Wilkinfon 
and Collet had left him the night before, 
he had fat down with renewed eagernefs to 
his papers, and having tied them up in 
feparate parcels, with labels on each, which 
he finilhed about four in the morning, he 
told his fervant he would then go to reft— 
that while he was undrefling, he afked, if 
he remembered his weddino; ? and bein^ 
anfwered in the affirmative, he *alked him, 
if, then, when he received the hand of 
Mifs Edwin, he could have conceived he 
could ever arrive at fuch a callous piece of 
villany as to ruin her and her children for 
fuch a wretch as Nichols ? — That finding 
by his mailer's voice and manner he was 
greatly affefted, he begged him to divert 
his thoughts from a fubjeft fo diftrefiing, 
and call them to the happier profpefts that 
certainly awaited his new fentiments — that 
he returned no anfwer, but ordered him to 
go to *bed in a little clofet adjoining his 

matter's 
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mafter's bed's head. — Finding him, as he 
thought, afleep this morning, he went very^ 
filently about his bufmefs, and having his 
chocolate ready, he fat in cxpeftation of 
his waking — that at eleven o'clock he went 
to his bed-fide, and ftooping to fee if Mr. 
Herbert was awake, he perceived blood on 
the bed-clothes. — He immediately alarmed 
the place; when they found the unhappy 
man had cut his wrifl; quite acrofs the 
artery, and was yet bleeding, although life 
feemed to have deferted him. Every af- 
fiftance was inftantly procured — -it was all 
too late — he was fuppofed to have been 
bleeding from- the time his fervant left 
him. 



CHAPTER LXI. 

Modern Senjihility. 

JVjLr. Edwin was very much iliocked at 
this tragical end of a man of pleafure. The 
conduct of Nichols was far from furprifing 

H 2 him; 
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him ; ht knew that women who once fwerve 
from the paths of virtue, feldom, very fel- 
dom, flop at their firft offence; and the 
diffipated life he led, taught him daily to 
know, that minds, in which honour and 
delicacy once reigned, when vice triumphed 
in their flead, were the fureft to be found 
in the oppofite extreme, when once made • 
the prey of man. It in a kind of awful 
juftice, every libertine knows, in the cafe 
of his companion, though vanity may blind 
him as to his own, that men fhould, in 
their turns, become the prey of the un- 
happy wretches they themfelveshave robbed 
of feeling and confcience ; but that it ftiould 
be the fatal means of fuch entire ruin, v/as 
new and horrid ! A trahfitory refolution to 
reform, for the firft time, entered his mind 
-—but how was it to be effected ? 

Anna, the fweeteft model of every per- 
feftion — could Ihe be procured, could his 
life of penitence be but began by that one 
more fin — with her he could live fequeftercd 
from the whole world : his v/ife might en- 
joy his eftate r a litde v/ith Anna, would 

be 
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be the excefs of luxury : from her fweet ex- 
amples his mind and manners would acquire 
the femblance of worth and honour. 

With thefe noble ideas of relinqulfhing^ 
vice, by plunging more deeply into it — of 
refcuing himfelf from the latent reproaches 
of a guilty confcience by the pUufible ex- 
cufe of his own happinefs — he was inter* 
rupted by Wilkinfon's rifing to take his 
leave. He would not, however, fufFcr him 
to go, but infifted on his dining; promifing 
to accompany him to Mrs. Herbert's ia 
tlie evening. 

~ A loud rap announced the return home 
of the ladies, and Edwin inftantly went to 
Mrs. Edwin's drefling-room. Her furprife 
at fo unufual a vifitor was manife-fted in 
her countenance ; and a formal courtefy on 
her fide being anfwercd with as polite a 
bow on his, Edwin, with caution and po- 
litenefs, briefly acquainted her with the ca- 
taltrophe of the morning, and hinted how 
kind it would be in her to attend the 
mourners, and bring them home with her 
-— faid he was forry to find fhe had com- 

H 3 pany 
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pany to dine with her ; but he fuppofed he 
need not obferve, that decency required 
their doors to be Ihut for a few days. 

Mrs. Edwin heard him with fonje degree 
of feeling and forrow, till he canie to the 
part which required her to deprive herfelf 
of the fociety Ihe liked ; but that was too 
much; a wopian of fafhion is above all 
forms but thofe which, infringed, wouki 
lofe her the firft place at the gold table, 
or deprive her of the admiration of the 
multitude. 

^^ If Mr. Herbert had brought himfelf, 
by his folly, to ruin and death, what could 
that poffibly be to her ?*' 

" Or if Mrs. Herbert chofe to mourn 
at an event, which, really, fhe could not 
help thinking fliould have a very diffe- 
rent efFeft, it could be no. fort of reafon 
why fhe fhould break all her engage- 
* ments.'* 

" Indeed the thing could not be done- 
She had appointments for every hour in 
. the fucceeding week j not one of which 
fhe could break/* 

" And 
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*^ And as to the friends engaged to dine 
there, they were men of rank; one of 
whom had made overtures of marriage to 
Cecilia; and as Mr. Edwin propofed a 
friend of his own being admitted, flie 
faw no reafon to exclude them ; more 
efpecially as it wa^ not in her po\ver to 
fay fhe knew where a card would meet 
them at this time of day/' 

" Overtures of marriage to Cecilia I 
Could fuch have been received v/ith pro- 
priety, Madam," anfwercd Edwin, without 
my knowledge ?" 

" Oh, as to that. Sir," faid fhe, '' had 

it been poffible to have known when and 

where to find you, Colonel Mendez 

• would, I dare fay, have paid you due. 

refpeft V 

Edwin felt the truth of this reproach; 
but the perfon who had uttered it was 
equally an object of contempt and diflike ; 
her fcornful air, therefore, as fhe turned to 
the glafs, had no other effedl on him, than 
increaling his difguft ; but the honour and 
wealth of his family, perhaps likely to be- 

H 4^ come 
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come the prey of fome needy adventurer^ 
filled him with concern, and he refolved 
to acquiefce with the vifit, in order to 
judge of the merits of the lover, and the 
manner in which he was received. Coolly 
bowing, he told her, ihe would pleafe 
herfelf, and he wxjuld have the honour of 
attending her in the drawing-room at fix 
o*clock. 

When be joined Wilkinfon again, he 
could not help mentioning this extraordi- 
nary conduct, both of his filler and wife. 
The calamities of the day had entirely 
driven his appointment with Cecilia out of 
that young man's head ; but the inftant 
her name was mentioned, the adventure of 
the lafl: evening, as well as his intention of 
{landing forth the champion of Anna, rc^ 
turned to his memory. 

As it wanted fome time of their dinner 
hour, and his drefs required alteration^ he 
returned to Gtofvenor-fquare, leaving. Ed- 
win fully determined now in earneft ta* 
purfue the only objedt on earth that ap- 
peared worth that trouble 5 he therefore 

ord.^^r^dE. 
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ordered Bates to attend him early next 
morning, intending to go to Layton j from 
whence he would not return till he had 
tried every argument which love and the 
offer of his large fortune could furnifh 
him with* 



CHAPTER LXIL 



Emharrajfments^ 

At the appointed hour, the company met 
in Mrs. Edwin's drawing-room; namely, 
the lady herfelf, Mifs Edwin, a Mrs. Cor- 
bet, Count Maxwell, Colonel Mendez, 
Mr. Edwin, and, introduced by that gen- 
tleman, laftly, Mr. Wilkinfon. . . 

Mifs Edwin had flattered herfelf, by his 
not keeping his appointment, the boor was 
returned totheV/elch mountains 3 her con- 
Pi 5 fufion 
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fufion and furprife, therefore, at th« fight, 
of him, ufhered in by her brother, was 
great, but not equaL to his, on rccognifing, 
in the perfon of Mrs. Edwin, her companion 
in the Park, and in thofe of the two gen- 
tlemen, their efcorts ^ a difcovery that,, in 
his ignorant, way of thinking, did not at all 
fpeak to the credit of either party. Mrs. 
Edwin changed colour, as much as, rouge 
an inch deep would allow her ; and indeed 
her confufion was fo \ ifible, Mrs. Corbet 
afked if Ihe was indifpofed? The fer- 
vant juft Ihevving himfelf at the door, as 
the fignal for dinner, happily relieved her 
from a queliion put with all the innocence 
in the world in mere malice. 

The dinner pafled without any of the 
party, except the one lady vifitor, doing 
credit to the delicacies before them. Colo- 
nel Mendez found himfelf exceedingly em- 
barralled at the piercing black eyes of Mr. 
Edwin, who feemed to look into a foul not 
very well prepared for fuch a Itrict fcrutiny. 
He had, indeed, never appeared to fo little 
advantage before his miftrefs. An air of 

conftrainc 
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conflraint clouded the ufual gaiety and eafe 
of his mien — and ftrange as it aftually was,. 
he found himfelf at alofs for words. 

The Count was guarded in every look 
and aftion j he was a very fine figure, po- 
lite, and well bred, a foreigner by birth, 
though perfedly converfant with the Eng- 
lifh tongue j he appeared thoughtful' and 
referved. 

Mrs. Edwin was, at no time, a woman 
whofe talents would 'much adorn her ele- 
vated rank; fhe was now particularly de- 
ficient, and not a little, by her behaviour, 
did fhe add to the very poor opinion Wil- 
kinfon entertained of her* 

Cecilia, fpite of her coquetry, of the pre- 
fence of her lover, and of the difagreeable 
rencontre with Wilkinfon, could not en- 
tirely hide her emotions, at the animated 
account given of Charles Herbert ; he was 
indeed new an indigent wanderer, his eftate 
gone, his fortune ruined, himfelf and . his 
family dependant on hers : there was no pof- 
fibility of indulging her partiality for him : 
—fhe could not be fo mean ! yet his perfon, 

H 6 his 
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his fentlments, his^^ manners, recurred in the 
moft pleafing forms to her imagination :— 
fhe gave them a figh ^ — ^What more has a 
coquette to bcftow on the unfortunate ?— • 
and turned her willing ear to the flattery of 
the more profperous Colonel. 

The parade and oftentation of the mealy 
rendered ftill more tedious by the hurry 
every body feemed in to get it over, was at 
length removed. 

Mr. Edwin was trying to draw the- 
Colonel into a converiation he as induftri* 
oufly avoided, when Wilkinfon, as the la- 
dies were retiring, claimed Cecilia's promife 
of half an hour's audience. 

A requefl: fo odd, at fuch a time, fur- 
prifed her brother, and alarmed the lover ^ 
which he perceiving, as well as the young 
lady's embarraflment, added, if it v/ould 
not intrude on the etiquette of form, he 
would be glad it might be in the prefent 
company. 

Cecilia, not daring either to deny or ex- 
plain the manner in which the promife was 
obtained, filcntiy fuffered him to lead her 

to 
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to her feat, while Mrs. Edwin had recburfe 
to her falts, which were brought in by 
Frajan. 

Wilkinfon's whole ibul was in the caufe 
of his beloved Anna j he boldly and man- 
fully expatiated on the beauty of her per- 
fon, the extent of her underftanding, and 
on the graces of her mind : he repeated 
many inftances of the greatnefs of her foul^. 
and the goodnefs of her heart ; he brought 
to the mind of Cecilia the virtue and inte- 
grity of her friend, Mrs. Manfel ; her up- 
right conduft, and her unimpeached cha- 
rafter: he mentioned it, as the pride of his 
heart, that it had been devoted to Mifs 
Manfel i and as his fevereft afflidion, to 
have been rejefted : he followed her to Lon- 
don, when he found fhe might have been 
ftill more advantageoufly and more honour- 
ably eftablifhed^ and then repeated the 
cruelty and injuftice with which fhe had been 
treated i told them the calumny fhe had 
lain under, both with refpeft to Mr. Edwin, 
and other as infamous charges : in confe- 
quence of which, he added, in a voice 

choaked 
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choaked with the feelings of his heart, " She 
is at this moment, a deferted, unprotefted 
fugitive, without money, friends, or the 
means of procuring any :" and then folemnly 
demanded of Mifs, Edwin her authority for 
the accufations fhe had thought proper to 
abet againft a young perfon who had never 
offended her ? 

This application was feconded by Mr. 
Edwin, whofe Hirprife is not to be ex- 
prefled at the intelligence this harangue 
conveyed. 

Mifs Edwin rang for Frajan ; — that lady 
had wifely withdrawn herfelfi — flie was 
gone out. 

« What !" faid Mifs Edwin, " without 
my leave? Well, it is of no import; I 
believe I have evidence you will not dif- 
pute.'' She then repeated, in her turn all 
that Frajan had told her, and haughtily 
produced Lord Sutton's Card,, in confirma- 
tion of Anna's guilt. 

" Whatever," anfwered Wilkinfon, 
'^ was the fituation or diftrefs of Anna's in- 
, fancy, I am clearly convinced the aftions of 

her 
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her maturer years have been ftriftly confift- 
cnt with the molt immaculate honour ; and 
here," he continued , ".is a proof, that 
whatever might be Lord Sutton's fentiments 
at that period, he has fince been convinced . 
they were founded in error.'* 

To the unfpcakable aftonilhment of Mifs 
Edwin, and all prefent, he gave his Lord- 
fhip's offer of marriage into the hands of 
Mrs. Edwin, who could now attend to what 
was- going forward. After perufing it, flic 
hinted her fufjpicions of a forgery, in which 
Mifs Edwin chofe to accord, though in. her 
own mind ftie was convinced, not only of 
its authenticity, but of the injury done our 
heroine. 

The hand and feal could not be counter- 
feits. Lord Sutton's violent love-fit had 
gone off in a manner no lefs fudden than 
furprifing, and he had lately wholly de- 
clined vifiting in Portman-fquare. Ceci- 
lia wanted not cunning — ;and her penetrati- 
on at difcovering fcheme's of iniquity, was 
quick in proportion to her powers and incli- 
nation for forming them; it was there- 
fore 
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fore much cafier for her to^ develop Lord 
Sutton's motive, than to account for Fra- 
jan's, of whofe fidelity flie had not a 
doubt. 

Wilkinfon afked for, and was permitted 
to retain. Lord Sutton's card ; and the ladies 
then retired, the gentlemen accompanying 
to their cojfFee, in order to attend them to 
the opera. 

Mr. Edwin, too much taken up with 
his own affairs now to think of his fitter's, 
very gladly fiiflfered the gallant Colonel, for 
this time, to efcape his farther obfervation ; 
and the moment he could get rid of Wil- 
kinfon, his favourite fervant was difpatched 
to Lay ton, to inquire into the truth of the 
anecdotes he had jufl heard ; and, as foon as 
he had given him proper inflruftions, fol- 
lowed Wilkinfon, by appointment, to Grof- 
venor-fquare. 

Mrs» Herbert's grief for the dreadful and 
fudden death of her hufband was greatly 
mollified by herfenfe of the refignation due 
to the difpenfations of that Being fhe truly 
ferved, v/ithout the parade or fhew of be- 
ing 
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ing righteous over-much— -her concern for 
the welfare of her children was her firft 
earthly objeA : and now, that the unfortu- 
nate Mr. Herbert was no more, flie conff- 
dered their claim on her as doubled. 
' Mr. Wilkinfon's attention to her and her 
intereft, filled her with efteem and grati- 
tude i he knew all Mr. Herbert's affairs at 
the works, and urged the immediate necef- 
fity there was for her prefence at the caflle : 
but there alfo was an execution as well as 
in the works ; it was not, therefore, fit fhe 
ftiould, in her prefent diftrefled flate ofmindj^ 
go thither, yet fbmething muQ: be done -, and 
although Wilkinfon was loath to leave Lon- 
don, without hearing fome tidings of Anna, 
his own wifhes gave way to his grateful 
defire ofbeingoffomeufetoMrs. Herbert* 
When Mr. Edwin came, he found him 
tefolved on letting out for Wales as foon as 
the funeral of the deceafed was over. Thist 
delay was rendered unnecefTary, by Mr. 
Edwin's promifing to take on himfelf the 
whole direction of that, the care of Tyrrel, 
^n4 Qvery thing elfe in town, to render his 

aunt 
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aunt as eaiy as the recent calamity would 
admit. He accordingly took leave of them 
over-night, in order to go early in the 
morning i and Edwin returned home againj^ 
to the furprife of his domeflics, before ten 
o'clock, having called at the undertaker's, 
and given very liberal dire6Vions refpefting 
the interment of Mr. Herbert s vidiich, 
thc^ugh as private as poflible, he defired 
ihould be very handfomc. 

Mrs. Edwin and Cecilia returned from 
the opera in the fame com.pany they went 
with, though much mortified at the con- 
dolence of their friends on the fhocking event 
in their faxnily, which had told them, in 
pretty plain terms, the indecency of their 
appearing in public while the affair was fb 
recent : indeed this was not the firft thing 
that had happened in public very humi- 
liating to thofe ladies, who had lately per- 
ceived, though their routs were ftill crowd- 
ed, and the fame quantity of tickets left at 
their door, that in private and fele<5b par- 
ties, and in places where women, whofe 
prcfcnce carried propriety with it, reforted, 

they 
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they were often excluded. Their efcortes 
at all places where they were feen, v^ere 
certainly of that ftamp, that few chofe to 
difpute with them the honour of their ac- 
quaintance. 

Out of humour with themfelves, they the 
more willingly liftened to the entertainment 
offered by their beaux : but this they were 
foon deprived of; for the happy flow of 
fpirits poffefled by Mendez, and the foft 
languifhings of the divine Count, both va- 
n'fhed at the fight of Mr. Edwin. 

Mrs. Corbet, a widow of fmall fortune, 
but an expenfive eftablifliment, had, at din- 
ner, been particularly attentive to Edwin, and 
ihe refumed the fame condud at their return 
home J but as the gentlemen foon took their 
leave, and as her orders for her chair were 
not taken any notice of, fhe could not de- 
cently out-ftay them. In the time that re- 
mained, nothing but wearinefs, conftraint, 
and ill-humour, were vifible : after, however, 
agreeing that it was neceffary to put on 
mourning, which, the ladies faid, was the 
moft becoming thing in the world, and fet- 
tling 
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tling the etiquette of what order of people 
was proper to let in, Mr. Edwin forced him-' 
felf to alk after their entertainment. 

Oh ! it was odious ! nothing but frights 
at the opera, though an immenfe crowd, 
the men lolling on each other's flioulders, 
wholly attentive to themfelvcs; and the 
women, nothing but impertinence and 
folly." He took not the trouble to ac- 
cede to, or contradict, their opinions, but, 
formally wilhing them a good night, left 
his wife and fitter to their own fociety. 

The moment the polite hufcand entered 
his library, his man appeared. The firft 
glance of his countenance aflured Mr. Ed- 
win he was full of new$ \ and^ indeed, fo 
be was. 



CHAPTER LXm. 

Return to Anna. 
The fituation in which we parted with 
our heroine was fo interefting and deplo- 
rable, that I make no doubt my reader will 

condema 
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condemn me for leaving her fo long in fuch 
aftatc. 

The fever was, zs prognofticated, of the 
eruptive kind ; it was the fmall-pox. The 
agitation of her mind had forwarded the 
infcftion, which fhe had received in walk- 
ing to Mrs. Wellers' the day before ; and, 
at the period I have mentioned of Edwin's 
fending to the village, fhe had not recovered 
her fenfes. 

Bates found every thing, advanced by 
♦ Wilkinfon, confirmed by the people of the 
place. Mrs. Wilfon, who did not know 
him, aflured him Anna was gone off with 
^Squire Edwin, which he did not think ne- 
ceffary to contradid j. and this being all the 
information he could by any means col- 
led, he left Layton. 

In returning through the city, he recol- 
lefted his fifter, who, having loft her 
hufband, a matter of a man of war, was 
come to town to receive fome prize-money 
due to him, and get her penfion. She had 
twice dined at the fecond table, in Port- 
man-fquare i and, as he fuppofed fhe would 

foon 
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fc jn be leaving town, he took the opportu- 
nity of calling at her lodgings. 

He afcended the (lairs to heir apartment, 
without feeing any one i but, when he en^ 
tered the front room," he was furprifed to 
find his fifter and her landlady in tears, and 
a large quantity of phials on the mantle- 
piece : which furprife was increafed with 
their hiitory of the matter that occafioned 
fuch an appearance.— His fifter was the 
very identical Mrs. Hughes, who had fo hu- 
manely given up her bed to Anna. 

Bates was ftruck with the account, 
which tallying, in point of time, with the 
abfence of Mils Manfel, he begged to fee * 
her. 

Swelled as was her lovely face, and in- 
flamed as were her eyes, he inrtantly knew' 
Anna, as ^i\t lay reftlefs and talking inwardly, 
but of v;hat he could not make out. The 
joy this difcovery gave him may be con- 
ceived to be great, as he knew the genero- 
fity of his mailer, in aflairs where his plea- 
fijres were concerned, to be unbounded j 
however, he took care to conceal his know- 
ledge 
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ledge of the poor ftranger, till he fliould re- 
ceive his matter's commands, and left them 
ivith a promife to call the next morning. 

Mr. Edwin gratified him beyond his molt 
fanguine expeftation i and charged him to 
return, as he had appointed, and gain over 
his fifter, at anj' rate, to their intereft ; to 
order a phyfician j to let nothing be wanted; 
charge Mrs. Hughes, if Anna recovered 
her fenlcs, never to drop a word of him, or 
his family ; and, finally, to inquire if the 
lofs of her beauty, would be the confe- 
quence of her diforder. 

Bates faithfully executed his commiflion ; 
but finding his fifter rather nicer in the 
matter than he expefted, or thought necef- 
fary, he bound her to the moft folemn pro- 
mife not to betray the name of the friend, 
who would wifh to fupport Anna, to her. 

A proper nurfe was then procured, a 
phyfician fent for, moft famous in the dif- 
order ; and Bates had the good luck to carry 
his mafter two very acceptable pieces of 
news, namely, that the Doftor gave the 

greateft hopes of preferving both the life 

and 
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and beauty of his patient. — ^Again he was 
j^warded, and again difpatchcd with frelh 
orders to fpare nothing that money could 
purchafe, and to obferve, with refpeft to 
Mr, Edwin, profound fecrecy. 

Mrs. Hughes was a widow of twenty- 
eight; the beft-tempered creature in the 
world ; her father was a tenant to the late. 
Mr. Turbville, and now to young Edwin, 
on an eftate adjoining Sir William Ed- 
Y/in's. — Bates, her brother, had been taken 
very young to wait on his prefent mailer, 
. and had now lived with him twelve years ; 
Jiad been the tour, and indeed was the 
faithful repofitory of all his fecrets. The 
. confidence his mafter repofed in hira, was 
well known not to be of the moft laudable 
nature; and this good woman would have 
been far more fatisfied to have fupported 
the unknown young perfon, at her own ex- 
pence, than to have been fo aflifted, under 
fuch injunftions, becaufe the whole coun- 
try round Dennis Place not only loved, but 
feared the Edwin family too much, to do 
^^y thing that could fubjed them to their 

refent- 
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refentment. Not daring to difobey the or- 
ders of Mr. Edwin, fhe was yet very much 
diflatibfied on being fo reftrained :— -every 
day and hour brought frefli inftances of Mr. 
Edw'in*s folicitude for Anna'* recovery, 
and the feventh day her fenfes returned ; 
but what a Itate did fhe find herfelf in ! 

As foon as her mental powers refumed 
their place, and rccoUeftion returned, what 
a dreadful gloom prefenred itfelf ! She had 
but a faint remembrance of accepting Mrs. • 
Hughes* bed, but all the preceding events 
came unfought into her fickening imagina- 
tion. The violence of the fever abated 
with the turn of the diforder j but Ihe was 
fo weak as to be unable to fpeak, and fo 
fore as to be unable to move : the tears, 
that gufhed from her eyes, were the firft 
proofs, to the women about her, Jthat ' fhe 
was fenfible. 

Their attention and tendernefs were re- 
doubled ; every thing, that could footh or 
revive her, was done; and, as fhe grew 
ftronger, every painful retrofpeft avoided : 
but it was not in the power of their kind- 

VOL. III. I nefs 
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ncfs to banifti the killing thoughts with 
.which her fituation filled her. 

The more fhe was obliged to thole hu- 
mane ftrangers, the more the idea of the 
rxpence and trouble they had been at 
afflifted her : flie regretted, in the agonies 
,of her foul, the preferving her exiftence, 
which feemedj from her infancy, to be de- 
voted to mifcry; and her extreme grief 
Jiot onlv countcrafted the efFedt of thofe 
medicines which were prefcribed, but kept 
her in fo weak a ftate, that the Doftor be- 
^an to be apprehenfive for her life. 

Bates was conftantly there three times a 
day J and this piece of iH news he did not 
fail to carry to Mr. Edwin, who, diftrafted 
.:at the thoughts of now lofing her, contrived 
(as he fup»pofcd, with great reafon, her low 
Hate was trought on by the diftrefs of her 
circumftances) a plan from which, he 
hoped, the moft favoura^bje confcquenccs 
would enfue. 

He had got into his poffeflion the two 
letters Mrs. Manfel had written to Anna, 
and, by their help, procured one to be 

-lyrittcn. 
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written, as from that good man, cxprefling 
the moft paternal folicitude for her reco- 
very, afiigning his own infirm ftatc of 
health as the reafon he tfame not himfelf. — 
He told her he had, by means of a friend, 
traced her with great diiBculty, and in- 
clofcd a bill for thirty pounds, recommend- 
ing it to her to keep as concealed as pof- 
fible- 

This letter was delivered her by the late 
Mr. Herbert's footman, a man whom Ihc 
well knew, and who being now wholly de- 
pendent on Mr, Edwin,, he could not doubt 
the fidelity of. 

Anna wept, and alked a thoufand quef- 
tions of the man, whopromifed to call again 
before he left town. The great trouble 
her malady had occafioned in the houfe 
where fhc was, rendered this bill very ac- 
ceptable ; though it was accompanied with 
regret at being ftill in want of the fuppoit, 
Ihe knew her paternal friend could ill Ipare. 

However, with the firfl: gleam of plea- 
fure they had feen on her countenance, fhc 
infilted on paying them for their attendance, 

I 2 and 
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and what they had dilburfcd for her. This, 
, Mrs, Hughes was inftrufted to gratify her 
in; and, having made out a very trifling 
account, was handfomely paid. The Doc- 
tor too took his fees from her ; and now a 
little more at eafc, (he recovered her ftrength 
and fpirits. The diforder, though very 
thick on her body, had been remarkably 
favourable to her face. She had yet money 
enough to fupport her for a little time, and 
to purchale a few neccflfaries Ihe wanted. 



CHAPTER LXIV. 

Meetings of Old Friends. 

X HE firft day Anna was able to fit up to 
dinner, Mrs. Hughes, with the woman of 
the houfc and her daughter, partook, at her 
requeft, of the little repaft j which when 
ended, fhe thanked them feverally for 
their great kindnefs 5 adding, that as the ap- 
pearance of fuch a young creature, thrown 

upon 
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upon their charitjf in £0 remarkable a man- 
ner, who neither then, nor now, feemed to 
be the care or concern of any body, and 
who really was more de{Vitute of relations 
than, God be praifed, ihe was of friends, 
fince (he knew fhe had one of the latter de- 
fcription, though fhe was not bleffed with 
any of the former, mult have excited their 
curiofity 5 a curiofity fo natural, that if iv 
were untinftured with doubts to her difad- 
vantage, their confidence muft be the refult 
of their own goodnefs of heart : fhe would> 
therefore, tell them the fad claims fhe had 
on their humane feelings. 

" Alas ! (continued fhe, weeping) *^ the 
accident that brought me here is not the 
firft by which I have been left, a miferablc 
orphan, on the pity of flrangers : I am not 
acquainted with my own name ; the one I 
go b^ is that of the friend, to whofe pa- 
ternal love I owe the power of repaying the 
pecuniary obligations I was under to^ you^ 
You have before you, my good friends, 
the child of forrow, die daughter of charity. 

I J Wlaat^ 
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What, or who my parents were, or whether 
I am by blood connefted with a living being, 
I know not. The perfon fuppofed to be my 
father died at a ftrange lodging, where he 
had not fo much as flept ; and I was taken 
from thence by a clergyman." " Who, 
merciful God !" exclaimed the landlady of 
the houfe, trembling with eagernefs, '^ was 
that clergyman's name Dalton ?"— Anna, 
aftoniflied, anfwered it was, 

" And your's, my dear child," faid the 
woman, "is Anna. Oh ! my fweet crea- 
ture! (embracing her) have hope, have 
confidence in the wifdom, as well as the 
mercy of that Being, who, in a more 
dreadful ftate than that of defertcd in- 
fancy, conduced you a fecohd time to 
the fame humble inftrument of his good- 
nefs for prefervation ! Yes, my child, it 
was at my houfe your father expired, and 
neceffity only could have prevailed on me 
ever to refign you, though I could not 
doubt Mrs. Dalton's care of you; but now 

wc part no moret'* 

Anna, 
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Anna, having been told the perfon at 
whofe houfe fhe was left was dead, could 
hardly credit the woman's aflertions j the^ 
particulars, indeed, had never been willingly 
entered on by Dalton; and when, by dint 
of perfevering entreaties, he could be drag- 
ged into the fubjed, he told her no perfort 
was now living, but himfelf, that wa5 in' 
any way witnefs to the fudden diflblution of 
her parents, who were foreigners. When 
ihe repeated thofe circumftances to Mrs. 
Clark >, and the viciflitudes of her life, fhe 
again and again embraced her, calling her^ 
by every endearing epithet, and bid her- 
look forward, with certain hope, to the- 
events of a life fb miracuoufly preferved.— 

^' My dear child," faid fhe, " what end 
could that man, who I always believed a 
good Chriftian, have in deceiving you, I 
cannot think : it is now many years fince I 
loft all trace of him. or you ; and my own 
circumftances getting frdbi bad to worfe,^ 
he might not be more fuccefsful in his in- 
quiries after me-; but he has in pofTefllon 

I 4 things 
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things you fhould certainly be acquainted 
with, which might lead to a difcovery of 
your family — ^your father, I am fure was a 
gentleman." She then told her every cir- 
cumftance that happened both to him and 
the woman who accompanied him j to which 
^a? added, the account of what eiFeds were 
left : the value of the watch and rings was 
not the objedl: that moft ftruck them ; it was 
the entire concealment of them and the box 
of papers. 

While the fad retrofpeft of the event, 
which had deprived our heroine of every 
natural friend, . and expofed her to the ma- 
nifold evils of poverty, and the cutting ne- 
ceflity of being dependent on ftrangers for 
fubfiftence, filled her with grief and agony : 
fhe could not . help joining in admiration 
at that Providence, which guided her fteps 
to the habitation of the only perfon in the 
world, beiides the Daltons, who could give 
from, her own knowledge, information o^^ 
what was of fo much coufeq^uence for her 
to know. 

Mrs. 
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Mrsr, Clark protefted they never 4nore 
fhould part except for her own advantage^ 
or till fomebody owned her j — knd per- 
ceiving the forrow this hint excited, charged 
her to keep up her ipirits, fince fhe was 
fure her life had not been fb evidently the 
peculiar care of heaven for nothing. 

" Here, only think," faid fhe, what a^ 
blefling it; is you fhould have fuch an 
education to fet off your fweet face ; and 
now that face fo charmingly preferved: 
and then, ^gain you fee in how many in- 
flances you have met with fuch good 
friends: — you muft take the bitter with 
the fweet; a^d all> I am fure, will be 
forthebeft."| 

The efFufi6n of a joyful heart were vi- 
fible in all Mrs. Clark's words ; but, not- 
withftanding her confidence in the princi- 
ples of the reverend teacher, fhe had at 
times very ffcrong fufpicions that the trunk ' 
contained fomething he wifhed not to be 
known ; and his fo induftrioufly conceal- 
ing from Anna, that, and every other cir- - 
cumflance that could lead taany know- 

I 5 kdge 
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ledge of her family, now as ftrongly con- 
firmed thofe fufpicions. She was in reality y 
what he appearedy fober and religious; 
her outward profeffions were perfectly con- 
fiftent with the principles on which her 
adlions were founded. She was ftill a mem^ 
ber of a Methodift fociety ; and for thofe 
tenets fhe had the ftrongeft partiality. To 
fuppofe a minifter, who was held in high 
eftimation among the preachers of her fedt, - 
guilty of wronging an orphan, under the 
fanftion of charity, was fcandalizing the 
whole body, and was what Ihe wifhed to 
avoid; more especially as it might not be 
fo. He might have motives for his con- 
du6t perfedly confiftent with his facred 
charafter, though not requifite to be made 
public; but thofe fhe was refolved to in- 
quire into. Without, therefore, hinting at 
her defign, fhe contented herfelf for the 
prefcnt with fhewing every kindnefs to 
Anna, who was again brought under her 
roof in fo deflitute a fituation. She could, 
Ihe faid, not doubt, but Providence meant 
her to be the humble means, either of re- 

ftoring' 
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Coring her to her family, or prcferving her 
from fome dreadful evil which might elfe 
have awaited her 5 and therefore, poor as 
ihe was, fhe was fure fomething would turn. 
up to enable her ta keep hen 

The words of the good enthufiaft ftruck' 
Mrs. Hughes very forcibly 5 — her own ideas 
of the plot laid by Mr. Edwin convinced 
her they, were indeed too pregnant with* 
truth, and half converted her to the faith- 
by which they were inspired 5. being fully 
fatisfied in her own mind, his particular 
attention to fuch a young perfon could 
have but one end in view. Her confcience 
reproached her for conceaKng fufpicions fa 
well founded > but the prejudices of her 
whole life were too ftrong for her good 
wiihesi flie therefore refolved to haften 
the conclufion of her bufinefs, which had 
been already delayed beyond her expefta- 
tion, and leave town as foon as fhe could, 

Anna, once more with a real friend, and 
treate4 v/ith maternal indulgence, reco- 
vered daily ; and Mrs. Clark bringing* to 
her mind conftantly her loft friend, Mrs; 

I 6 Maiifel, 
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Manfel, the Llandore family likewife ob- 
truded themfelves on her ideas. The luit 
of clothes fhe had embroidered for Lady 
Edwin, fo much admired, gave her the * 
hint of a mode by which flie might per- 
haps procure the means of fobfiftencc, 
more flattering to her pride than going 
to fervice. She had no fooner mentioned 
it to Mrs. Clark, than fhe {allied out in 
queft of work. 

But whether it was her appear^ice, which 
was that of a primitive Chriftian, in a plain 
black fattin bonnet and cloak, a light- 
brown fine camblet gown, fmall fharp fea- 
tures—or whether fhe happened to apply 
to (hops who were, as they faid, over- 
ftocked with hands, (he returned tired and 
unfuccefsfuL 

Poor Anna was much difappointed j but 
recoUefting the perfon who got the trim- 
ming made for Lady Edwin, employed a 
great number of people, as fhe had been 
once at his houfe with ^hat lady, fhe re- 
folved, as foon as her health would permit 
her to go uot, to try her own luck. 

In 
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In the mean while, Mr. Edwin, having 
fettled all Mrs. Herbert's affairs, and paid 
the cxpence of TyrrePs accident, began to 
grow impatient to fee our heroine. Mrs* 
Hughes, however, infifted he fliould not 
come to her lodgings without leave from 
Anna. Her inconvenient fcruples greatly 
embarrafled him : he had no hopes of ob- 
taining fuch a pcrmiffion while fhe was. 
there ; Jie therefore infifted on her imme- 
diate removal ; which fhe was obliged to 
comply wth, and returned to Wales with*' 
out completing her bufinefs. 



CHAPTER LXV. 

The Married Lover. 

m 

Edwin then flattered himfelf little 
trouble, and lefs re fiftance, would attend the 
completion of his defires, and began his 
operations with great fpirit. He inquired 
for her as a ftranger, and was immediately 

Ihcwn 
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Ihewn to the apartment Mrs. Hughes had' 
left. Anna's furprife and difpleafure at 
this vifit were equal ; it affronted her vir- 
tue, it alarmed her pride. Reduced by 
her illneis,, weak and languid, (he was an 
interefting and affe&ing objeA. Edwin's 
heart was by no means callous to the feel- 
ings of humanity :. he apologized for his 
intrufion -, and with tendernefs and delicacy 
(when Ihe had recovered her firft alarm) 
made the moft flaming profeffion of a 
violent attachment s»^— offered her zcarie^ 
iJancbe, and, throwing himfelf at her^ feet> 
vowed it was impoffiblc for him to exift 
without her. 

The innate love of virtue, and the natu- 
ral abhorrence of vice, . implanted early in 
the mind of this amiable girl, would have 
filled her with horror atfuch. a propofal. 
from any one ; but in this inftance, it was 
aggravated by her knowledge of his recent 
marriage, his family connexions, and by 
her fenfe of juftice and propriety ; yet her 
indignation being really againft the vice, 
while the fon of I-ady Edwin, ,the relation 

of 
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•of the Herberts, was on thofe accounts the 
objcft of her compaflion, Ibc cooUy and 
difpaffionately rejefted, in the moft uncquir 
vockl terms, all his offers s remonftrated 
witn him on the barbarity of his conduct 
to his wife, and the fcandal fuch a mode 
of living, if adopted, mud entail on his 
family. Eloquent in the caufe of honour, 
ftie entreated him to have fome concern for 
the peace of his worthy mother, and fome 
regard for the credit of his own pofterityi 
which he knew to be of fuch confeqpence 
to Sir William and Lady Edwm. 

He, in return, denied the charge of bar^- 
barity to his wife, as (he had quite as little 
feeling for him as he could poflihly have 
for her. His mother, hisr family, and his 
pofterity, would have reafon to blefs her^ 
if, by accepting his offer, fhe would con- 
defcend to be his fwcet guide through life. 
He had no joy at home, no plcafurc 
abroad : his fortune was already impaired 
by the want of happinefs in his domeftic 
circle ; fince he had run from one evil to 
another, in vain fcarch of the content he 

found 
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found It abfurd to feek at home. Had 
his parents really confulted his happinefs, 
would they have joined him-, by their en- 
gagements, fo early in life, to a woman he 
could not help defpifing ? In the union 
formed for him, they had confidered neither 
his tafte nor inclinations. He would ga 
abroad with her : fhe fhould there bear his 
name, and fhare his fortune: he would 
give the world, if he had more to offer 
her. 

He was here interrupted by our heroine, 
who faid flie was grieved to find he .could 
te at fuch eafe with himfelf, on fo wicked 
a propofal, as to attempt fuch a juftifica- 
tion : ftie could, therefore, only beg him 
to have fo much compaffion for her fitua- 
tion, as to refrain tcafing her ; and fo much 
refped for unoffending innocence, as to for- 
bear infulting her farther : it would anfwer 
no purpofci he would find her principles 
were not to be corrupted j and, as to her 
inclinations, fhe had told him long ago, 
and fhe now folemnly repeated it, were it 
' in his power to offer her marriage, with the 

fuU 
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full confent of his family, poor, deftitute, 
and almofl: friendlefs as fhe was, they were 
too fervently engaged to admit one doubt 
of her rejedion, not only of him, but the 
whole world. 

Mr. Edwin wanted not underftanding or 
knowledge of the female heart j he could 
not therefore doubt but the lips of Ann^ 
ipoke the language of hers. Mortifying as 
was this conviAion, it did not prevail on 
him to forego a fuit, in which all his defires 
were fo intcrefted : the greater the difficulty, 
the more valuable the conqueft. The place 
of her refidence was wholly unknown to any 
but himfelf J ihe was poor, and, but for him, 
jnuft have wanted common neceflaries ; ffic 
would yet want them, if he withheld his 
bounty. He found, in her flight from Dal- 
ton's, her repugnance to Sutton j and, though 
he knew not all the circumftances, he na* 
turally fuppofed the more the report of her 
being with him was believed, the lefs likely 
ihe would be to find any other proteAor. 
While, therefore, he could contrive to keep 
her concealed, while fhe continued diftrefled, 

he 
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he had hopes j and, while there were hopes, 
he would perfift. AfFefting to be moved 
by her arguments, he then endeavoured ta 
prevail on her to fufFer him to vific her as a. 
friend, and to fupply her with any money 
ihe might have occafion for, Anna abfo- 
lutely refufed both ^ and he was obliged to 
leave her, with no hope of fuccefs to his 
wiflies, but thofe founded on her diftrefs^ 
From her he went immediately to Dalton*s 
and told them, haughtily, he was come to 
fee Mifs Manicl'a clothes fcnt her.. The 
poor parfon was ftruck into confufion at- 
this requifition : Was it pofllble ? Could 
Anna be with Mr. Edwin at laft ? Farewell,, 
then, to all his hopes from his aoble patron^ 
In the fame ftyle of proud fuperiority he 
was told to deliver every thing belonging to 
Anna. Irrefolute how to aft for the bcft, 
that is to fay, moft for his own intereft, he 
anfwered> a gentleman in the neighbour- 
hood had put his feal on her trunks, at her 
own dcfirei that gentleman was fcnt for,,, 
uid acquainted with the demand,. 

Doftor 
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Dodor Collet, furprifcd, and indeed forr7 
to fee this undoubted proof of her being 
with Mr. Edwin, anfwcred. If Mifs Man- 
fcl had fent for her things, he preiumed 
the gentleman would produce her writ- 
ten order. No ; it was not of confc- 
quence^ he was known, and would be 
anfwerable for her aftions ; he was ready to 
pay him, and infifted on having the trunks^, 
and bid them detain them at their peril. 

Dalton, recollefling all was now over, 
with their hopes of the friendfhip of the 
Peer, and concluding this would be the laft 
advantage he could cxpedt from his late 
ward, contrary to the advice of Mr. Collet, 
he greedily feized this kft occafion of poc- 
keting a fum of money on her account, and 
received from Mr, Edwin a draft for one 
liundred and fifty pounds, for her lodging, 
board, education, and cloathing. He then 
delivered her cffefts to the young libertine, 
who, hugging himfclf on his fuccefs, fent 
them in a hired cart, in his name, to an 
hotel, of no great eminence for its modeft 
company, and prcfently left Layton. Dn 
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Collet, with a rueful countenance and dlf^ 
appointed mind went, firft to Mrs. Wellers, 
to whom he related the vifit of Mr. Ed- 
win, lamenting with her the depravity of 
the times, and concluding they had been 
too fanguine in the acquittal of Anna, who, 
however blamelefs hitherto, had, at laft, en- 
tirely forfeited all claim toefteem i and then 
returned home to write to Mr. Herbert. 

Mr. Edwin, highly fatisfied with his prize^ 
resolved to make a merit of reftoring it to 
Anna, at the fame time he knew it would 
ruin her in the opinion of every friend i bu^ 
that was a trifle beneath his thought. Elated 
with his fuccefs, he went to Brooke^s, and 
from thence was engaged in a fcene of diffi- 
pation, to give it the tendereft of names, 
that put our heroine out of his head for a 
few days. 
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CHAPTER LXVI. 

'I'he Emlroiderefs* 

X HE health and ftrexigth of otir heroine 
being now confiderably reftored, drefled in 
a clean plain morning gown, fhe took a 
coach to Pall Mall, and alighting a few 
paces from the door, walked to the embroi- 
derer's. 

Mr. Defmoulins was a Frenchman, and a 
fop, but very ingenious, and in high vogue 
in his way among the firfl: people. His 
wife, to whofe former hufband he was fore- 
man, was an Iriih virago, old enough to be 
his mother, extremely jealous of her huf- 
band's love and her own authority, which 
laft fhe could not bear fliould be invaded, 
by one whom flie had raifed to the honour 
of her bed and the profits of her trade, 
from a ftate of indigent fervitude. Mon- 
fieur, on his patt, conceiving the felicity of 
his hand at the ahtar, and the pofleflion of 
his moft charming perfon, fb far from fairly 
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purchafed by the change in his fortune, had 
been thrown away on an ungrateful woman, 
not fenfible of her extreme good bargain, 
felt not the ieaft difpofition to give way to 
the imperious temper of his lady, or to dif- 
lipate her jealoufy by not converfing with 
thofeihe difliked, namely, all who were 
younger or more agreeable than herfelf, or 
by exhibiting any particular proof of fond- 
nefs for her j in fhort, the whole pleafure 
and delight of this happy pair was to thwart 
and contradidl each other. Whatever Mrs. 
Defmoulins approved, was fure, with the 
titmoft politenefs and civility, to be difap- 
proved by her hulband j and whatever was 
f ropofed by him, was fure to be oppofed 
by his wife, though to little purpofe ; for, 
though Monfieur protefted it was with great 
regret and extreme mortification he varied 
from her opinion, he never gave up his 
point. 

On inquiring for Mr. Defmoulins, Anna 
was fhewn into a back fhop, where, aflbrt- 
ing patterns, fat this amiable couple. The 
lady, who feldom rofe from her feat to 
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people that came on foot, glanced fcorn- 
fuUy at our heroine i nor would flie, had 
Anna's figure been lefs captivating, have 
probably farther noticed her. Mr. Def- 
mouUns, without looking up, demanded 
how he couid have the honour of obeying 
her commands ? Anna blufhed, hefitated— - 
blulhed again. The lady fired at the fight : 
this was fome miftrefs of her hulband^s, 
who could be fo confuftd on no other ac* 
count than her happening to be prefent— 
« Why don't you {peak, young woman ?" 
faid flie, in a tone that almoft petrified her; 
while it called the man's attention from 
what he was about, who, more in oppofi- 
tion to his wife than in compaflion to her 
confufion, begged flie would compofe her- 
felf, and let him_ know to what happy ac- 
cident he owed the honour of feeing her, 
and entreated fhe would inform him how 
he could have the pleafure of obeying her 
commands ? The extreme politenefs of the 
hufband was not lefs embarrafling to Anna, 
than the unprovoked rudenefs of the wife. 

After many efiForjts to ulher in her requeft, 
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in a manner leaft likely to give offtnce, flie 
at length ftammcred out a petition to be- em- 
ployed ; — which was inftantly negatived by 
the wife, and as readily granted by the hiif- 
band. He did not however, forget to en- 
quire what fecurity fhe meant to give him 
for the work he fhould entruft her with. A 
queftion fo new and unexpeded, ftriick 
her into a confufion, of which Mrs. Def- 
inoulins did not fail to make her, advan- 
tage, by rertiarking, that none but a fool 
would think of employing hers an infi- 
nuation the leaft likely of all others to 
Icffen his confidence. He, therefore, re- 
gardlefs of his wife's farcaftical expreflions, 
and deaf to her keen remonftrances, gave 
cur heroine an elegant waiftcoat, content- 
ing himfelf with her addrefs inftead of a 
bondfman. She returned home, too much 
elated, to attend to the ill-breeding of Mrs. 
Defmoulins, and told Mrs. Clark, in rap- 
tures, of her fuccels. A fecond-hand frame 
was ifljmediately purchafed, and the work 
began with fuch eagernefs, jQie would hardly 
Ipare any time for eating and reft. Mr; 
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Edwin called in vain at her door 5 his letters 
werQ. returned unread, and every offered 
favour declined . with refolution and con- 
fiftency. No princefs could be happier 
than Anna Manfel while fo laudably em- 
ployed. /The waiftcoat was foon fini(hed « 
and carried home. 

However difcordant were the general 
difpofitions of Mr. and Mrs. Defmoulins, 
there was one thing, and only one, in which 
they perfeftly agreed; that was,, their own 
intereft. The fcolding brow of the one, 
and the carelefs indifference of the other, 
were quickly changed at firft fight of the 
waiftcoat. They were both good judges of 
their bufinefs ; and the particular iieatnefs 
and beauty of her work, changed the harlh, 
unwomanly features of the miftrels into a 
placid fmile. She was liberally paid, and, 
given frefh employ, of a fuperior fort, with 
promifc of conftant work. Her heart bound- 
ed with joy. The moment of her return, 
Ihe fettled a price for her board and lodg- 
ing, as beneficial to Mrs, Clark as conve- 
nient to herfelf. 
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No art was left uneflayed by Mr. Edwin : 
but his attempts to bias her pure mind to 
evil recoiled on himfelf; and his plan of 
fucceeding through her diftrefsj was rendered 
fruitlefs by her induftry; he was therefore 
forced to give up, for the prefent, views 
that had colt him fo dear, and lay by in 
hope of yet being fo fortunate as to be in 
fomc degree neceflary to the proud beauty, 
whofe charms he could neither forget, nor 
wholly give up. 

Wilkinfon was indefatigable in Mrs. 
Herbert*s affairs. Sir William Edwin ad- 
vanced money to clear both the eftate and 
iron works : he fent his filler the molt fra- 
ternal cor^folations ; and, with frefh profef- 
fions of regard, gave her fon leave to pleafe 
himfclfinhis ftay abroad. Thofe matters 
fettled^ Mr. Wilkinfon returned to London, 
accompanied by Mr. Manfel, whofe anxiety 
was infupportable, at the account he gave 
him of Anna. The laft words of his be- 
loved wife dwelt on his ears from the mo- 
ment he heard the injuries fhe had fufFeredi 
ihc occupied all his waking thoughts, and 

his 
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his dreanis reprefcnted her in the moft help- 
lefs and forlorn fituation. He well knew 
the caufe both of her leaving the lodge, and 
changing her name. His wife, whofe me- 
mory was not lefs dear than facred, had 
formed her mind, and been the guide of 
her early years ; could flie be then lefs than 
perfed ? — Tormented with his regret for 

m 

having {liffered her to leave him, and by 
his terror for what might be her then 
diftrcfs, he refolved on a journey to Lon- 
don i although, from his gouty habit, he 
was very unfit to undertake it. 

The fight of her old friends afforded 
great comfort to Mrs. Herberts and Patty 
rejoiced in the hope of being reftored to 
the fociety flie loved. Their doors were 
fliut, though that precaution was almoft 
needlefs ; for, as they were known to be 
left in very dependent circumftances, they 
were not likely to be thronged with vifi- 
tants, in a place where, the heart of Mrs. 
Herbert being ftill lefs known than her 
perfon, {he could have no chance to excite 
the attention of the worthy few, who were, 
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from congenial virtues, qualified, to affo- 
ciatc with her. Neither Mrs. Edwin nor 
Cecilia had condefcended to pay her one 
condoling vifit -, and Mr. ' Edwin having 
liberally fupplied her with money, and done 
every thing he could do with relpeft to her 
affairs, foon became weary of urging his 
wife and fifter to pay her fome attention, 
or fhew any countenance to their young 
relation, as well as murdering any part of 
his own time, by bellowing the fmallefl: por- 
tion of it on an old aunt and infipid coufin. 

Mr. Manfel's trouble was cordially 
fliared by Mifs Herbert; who, not being 
now under any reftraint, was as warm in 
the praife of her friend as he could be 
himfelf, and fo earnelt to recover her, that 
Ihe prevailed on her mother to poftponc 
their journey to Llandore a few days, in 
hopes to have her with them : — not a4ittle 
did Ihe rejoice in the poffibility of renewing 
fhofe fcenes of tranquil happinefs they had 
p.affed together. 

, Next morning Mr. Wilkinfon and his 
reverend friend went to^ Dal ton's, on the 
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carneft inquiry they were determined to 
make after the loft Anna. — The looks of 
Mr. Manfel piftured his mind; they were 
mild, ferene, and benevolent: his counte- 
nance had acquired a folemn melancholy 
caft fmce the death of his wife, which was 
at this period much increafed by the un- 
certain ftate of the charge fhe had left. — 
True religion, and unafFeded piety, v/ith 
a foul rendered indulgent to the/oibles of 
others by patience and meek forbearance,, 
marked his charaAer. — He knew the facred 
profeffion of Dalton,. and could not encou- 
rage a thought of his having aded wilfully 
wrong, and therefore expedted to find him 
in afflidion at the fame caufe with himfelf. 
-—He was deceived. — Dalton had been .to 
Lord Sutton, to communicate to him Mr. 
Edwin's vifit, and was, in confequence of his 
delivering the clothes, turned out in difgrace 
and contempt: he was therefore fecrctly 
exulting, on having fccured the cafh, and 
beftov/ed no farther thought on her he had 
fo villanoufly robbed. — Mrs. Dalton, fetting 
her dowa as a loft creature, both as to this 
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world and the next, agreed it could be no Cm to 
make fuch a libertine pay for his bad anions'. 

A frefh inquiry after Mifs Manfel then 
was not likely to give them much pleafure ; 
but the manners and charadler of a good cler- 
gyman carry with them an indefcribable 
weight among the moft abandoned > and guilt 
affected that in Mr. Dalton which a real ve- 
neration did in his wife — it rendered them 
obliging and communicative : but after going 
through the ftory of her elopement, (inking 
only the caufe, when they came to Mr. Ed- ^ 
v/in's demand of her clothes and payment of 
her debt, nefther of the gentlemen could for 
awhile credit them, till it was confirmed by 
Dr. Collet; and even then Wilkinfon (wore 
there muft be fome myftery in it. Manfel 
thought fo too ; and they returned to Lon- 
don with increafed anxiety, but not with lefs 
confidence in the honour of our heroine. 

They went diredlly to Portman-fquare. 
' — ^Mr. Edwin was not at home. — "When 
would it be moft likely to meet with 
him?" — "It was very uncertain.'* 
I'hey called again, and again — They wrote 

with 
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with as little fuccefi — They were always 
too foon or too late. Advertifements were 
put in the papers, defcribing Anna, and 
requefting her to return to her friend, to 
no purpofe. Mrs. Clark kept no fervant > 
her daughter and herfelf did the work of 
their little houfe between them — they never 
nead a papery and the relidence of Anna 
was entirely unknown to every body, but 
thofe whofe /defire it was to conceal it. At 
length, wearied with their unavailing in- 
quiries, in defpair of finding her, and Mrs. 
Herbert's prefence being as neceflary at 
Uandore as Mr. Manfel's at his reftory, 
and Wilkinlbn's at the iron works, they 
were obliged to give up their purfuit j but 
Wilkinfon protefted he would not quit 
London till he had feen that vile Lord, 
who was the original caufe of all Anna's 
misfortunes. In a fit of grief and difap- 
pointment, he inquired him out; and, at 
the expence of five Ihillings to his porter, 
got admittance to the defcrted lover, whofe 
unfortunate paflion had every prognoftic of 
coiling him very dear. 
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CHAPTER LXVU. 

The Intrufwn. 

X-rfORD Sutton was at this time very 
much indifpofcd, but too fond of the world, 
and too little at cafe with himfclf, to bear 
the confinement of a fick room. Villars> 
with a careful fercne countenance, was ftand- 
ing the brunt of his ill-nature arid brutality ; 
ihe had been making fome tea, which he faid 
was too ftrong, and proteftcd be was the 
worft ufed man on the face of God's earth ; 
that, however, it was his own fault, for truft- 
ing any thing to fuch an abfolute ideot. 

A man in ftiabby regimentals, who had 
the honour of being led Captain to this au- 
guft perfonage, was appealed to, and agreed 
that it certainly was a pity Mrs. Villars was 
not more attentive j .to be fure, the tea was 
ftrong, though fome people (winking at 
her) liked it fo: now his wife made the 
beft tea in the world, would Mrs. Villars 

but 
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but learn of her. In this kind offer, and 
xvhat was farther meant to follow, he was 
interrupted by a fudden and involuntary 
ftart of his Lordfliip.- In a voice of terror 
he perfeflly fcreamed out, " And who are 
" you ?*' to Wilkinfon,. who was announced 
by thefervant, as a gentleman that had par- 
ticular bufmefs with him. Lord Sutton's 
unufual falutation, trembling form, and agi- 
tated countenance,; frightened the whole 
group. 

Wilkinfon's natural courage equalled that 
of moft young men^ but he neverthclefs 
felt himfelf fhocked, in an unaccountable 
manner, at what he thought was the appre- 
henlion of guilt, forgetting that as yet his 
Lordftiip was unacquainted with his errand. 
The fliaking of his limbs, the ghaftly ftare, 
the quivering of his lips turned white as 
alhes, ftill continubg, as he incefftndy de- 
manded who the intruder was, whence he 
came from, and what he wanted, ftill more 
difconcerted him, Millars and the Captain^ 
concluded fome dreadful frenzy had feizcd' 
him : they begged Wilkinfon to withdraw 5 
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which he would not confent to, but on con- 
dirion of re-admiflion if he prefently reco- 
vered. As he was retiring, he was ftopped 
by Lord Sutton, who, fbmewhat more com- 
pofed, bid hrm flay ; but was again ftruck 
with terror at his beginning to fpeak, inter- 
rupting him as he was going to open his 
bufinefs. 

" Phantom of horror [.""faid the trembling 
culprit, " do thefc pangs, which now Ihake 
my frame, announce thy errand ? Thoa 
living image of a murdered angel, art 
«hou come to vifit in vengeance the de- 
llroyer of thy mo(?her ?' Is then the day of 
retribution already come ? Why did you let 
him in ?'* continued he, fiercely turning to 
the Captain and Villars. *^ Who, my good 
Lord?" answered he^ this gentleman fays 
he is a perfonal ftranger to your Lordfhip; 
he waits upon you on bufinefs/* 

^^\ Let him be brief then, and- never let 
me fee him more.'* The Captain would 
then have retired, but was bid not taftir;. 
and even the prefence of Villars was eonfi- 
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dcred as a proteftion. Wilkinlbn was then 
called upon for his bufinefs, which he was 
now loath to enter on, as the difturbed mind 
of the Peer rendered his reproaches an adt 
of unncccflary punifhment and mortification 
to a poor wretch, whofe fenfe of guilt was 
fo very acute -, but, on his being ftill urged 
to fpeak, the particular foftnefs and tone of 
his voice again ftruck Lord Sutton into a 
panic : — ^fcalding ftrangers rolled down his 
cheeks. As well as the extraordinary fcene 
would let him, Wilkinfon entered on his 
bufinefs ; and producing his Lordlhip's card 
to Lady Edwin, demanded on what grounds 
he had fo confirmed the teftimony of Mrs* 
Frajan? A reprieve to a criminal at 
execution could not have a more inftanta- 
neous efFefit than this queftionv He threw 
himfelf back in his chair, as if taking 
breath.— r"Is this then all?" cried he. — 
" ^//, my Lord!** anfwered Wilkinfon. 
*^ Is the ruin of the ehara<5ter of an in- 
nocent young perfon, and depriving her of 
the few friends her modeft merit had at- 
traded, then, fuch a trifle? Or do you 
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imagine your fubfeqtient offer of marriage 
could compenfate for fuch an outrage ta 
her innoccnce> fuch a difgracc to your own 
honour ? I mult, my Lord, infift on know- 
ing what were your reafons for the fulpici- 
cns this unmanly card confirms. I am the 
difintcrefted friend of Mifs ManfeJ j and> 
depend on it, 1 will follow you to the verge 
of the earth, till her guilt is proved, or 
till her calumniators Ihall manifcft her in- 
nocence." 

" You belong to the Edwins, I prefume ?" 
— " I do not, my Lord j I have not the 
happinefs of belonging to any body : urged 
by inclination, and bound only by honour, 
I avow myfelf the proteftor of Mifs Man- 
fel's character. Her perfon, wherever it 
is, as far as depends on hcrfelf^ is, I know> 
incorruptible/' 

*^ If, young man, you credit my ofier of 
marriage to her, you may be (ure I fliall 
be glad to find it fo : I adore her, and am 
not more felicitous to obtain her, from 
paffion, than from the wilh to make an ho- 
nourable amends for the injury I was inno-. 
cently led to do hei;." 

^' In- 
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*' Innocently !" repeated Wilkinfon, in-' 
dignantly. — " Yes, Sir, innocently," an- 
Iwered his Lordftiip. — "Mrs. Melmoth 
perhaps might be, and I believe was, im- 
pofed on by the wicked French woman, 
who, 1 am clear, was herfelf the thief- 
and if you really are the friend of Mifs 
Manfel, you will evince it more by 
uniting your endeavours with mine, to 
difcover the place of her retreat; and, if 
Ihe be yet virtuous, perfuading her to be- 
come Lady Sutton,, than in vainly rail- 
ing at me."— 

Wilkinfon coloured. — ^* / perfuade her 
to become Lady Sutton! — / would die 
firft. — Noy deareft Anna, if I muft lofe 
theei if the faithful heart, where thy image 
is ever prefent, muft refign thee, may it 
be to one, blooming and lovely as thy- 
felf, whofe honour and whofe worth (halt 
infure thy happinefs ; — tioty** looking fcorn- 
fully at him, "to a man, whofe vices ren- 
der him contemptible, and whofe hoary 
head is, by his own voluntary aftions, co- 
vered with ihame inftead of honour."— 

"This," 
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'' This," replied Lord Sutton, "is a 
language I would not bear, were it not in 
my own houfe." — "Your age and infirmi- 
ties," returned the young man, "will be 
your proteftioa in any other place as well 
as this ; but, depend on it, no place fhall 
proted you from the fhame and contempt 
you deferve, or ikrcen you from the voice 
of truth, when and wherever I meet you." 
So faying, he flung out of the room> throw- 
ing his card on the table. 

The eyes of Lord Sutton followed him* — 
When quite out of fight, with a deep figh, 
he examined the cardj and, after fome 
time, broke filcnce, with alking the Captain 
what he thought of him ? 

It was proper nowy that there was no dan- 
ger, for the valiant toad-eater to be in a rage ' 
at the infdts offered his patron ; he begged 
the addrefs, that he might have the honour 

of chaftifmg him. " Jb«.^'*— anfwered 

Lord Sutton, Jvith a fignificant emphafis 
that ftagnated the poor Captain; not. fo 
much on account of the infinuation it cer- 
tainly impliedj , of his want of prowefs, as 
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from the uhcertaii>ty it left him in, of the 
fentiments it behoved him to cxprefs of a 
matter that had occafioned fuch uncommon 
agitations in his principal. — ^A filcnce en- 
fued for fome moments, when his lordihip 
thought proper to leave the room, and re- 
tire to his library.— Mrs. Villars, relieved 
from her morning's attendance, was follow- 
ing him, but the Captain flopped her, to 
beg (he would favour him with her opinion 
of the late tranfaftion ; for which he pro- 
mifed her his wife fhould teach her to 
make tea : this, as fhe, he prefumed, was 
a womaff of charafter, and Villars was not, 
he chofe to infinuate, would be a great con- 
defcenfion ; but that foolifh woman excufed 
herfelf, with her ufual indifference to the 
objefts around her ; not having formed any 
opinion, fhe could give none ; and hinted 
her fears, in rather a feverer manner than 
fhe was accuflomed to, " that not having 
had his lady's praftice, fhe fhould be 
little better for her inftrudions.'* She 
then left the poor thing, fpitefully hurt 
at her words and manner relpcfting his 
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fpoufe ; and in a doleful dilemma how to 
conduift himfelf in the cafe of Wilkinfon, 
whofe addrefs Lord Sutton had taken with 
him, he returned home without an invita- 
tion to dinner, where, notwithftanding his 
profound r efpeft for her, he thought proper 
to quarrel with, and beat this very bcft of 
all poflible wives, becaufe fhe had not 
the art of procuring provifion without 
money. 

Mr. Wilkinfon attended Mrs. Herbert 
to Uandore, accompanied by Mr. Manfel : 
they all left London full of regret and 
anxiety, for the fate of a young creature 
who was the objedl of their mutual regard 
and efteem* 



. CHAPTER LXV.: 

ji Robbery.. 

W E left Anna happier than fiie had 
been fince the lofs of Mrs. Manfel j her 
employers w^re charajyed with her' work >^ 

and 
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and as it was always fetched and carried 
by Hannah Clark, who was a very ordinary 
little woman of thirty, £he extorted more 
civility from Mrs. Dcfmoulins, tlian it was 
poffible fo fine a figure as Anna's could 
have been entitled to. 

The winter was now approaching ; and 
as Mr. Edwin, neither by himfelf nor fcr- 
vants, had given her any interruption while 
Mr. Manfel was in town, for fear (which 
Ivas rarely the cafe) they might place alpy 
on his adtions, (he began to conceive herfelf 
fafe from any farther infult: fhe had not 
again feen, to her furprife, the perfon who 
brought her the letter from Mr. Manfel ; 
but concluding he had forgotten to call, 
wrote to chat friend her thanks for his fea- 
fonable fupply, and giving a brief account 
of all that happened to her. She made two 
holidays to do this in, and was juft fitting 
down to her frame, when Mrs. Dcfmou- 
lins entered her apartment, followed by 
her maid with a large bundle; her 
bufinefs was, firft to fatisfy herfelf of the 
place of our heroine's refidences and, 
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in the next, to give her the train of a fuic of 
clothes to finifli.— The coat was already 
donci it was intended for a prefent from 
a young lady of quality to her filler, a 
new-married Duchefs. — She very much 
wifhed to have it made up by the next 
birth-day ; but was taken with a fit of 
wearincfs, and would do no more to it hcr- 
felf i though its being finilhed by another 
hand was to be kept a profound fecret — 
It was elegantly fancied, and variegated 
in the molt beautiful tafte, with embroi- 
dery, foil, Ipangles, and crape j and an am- 
ple price was to be paid if it were done well* 
— ^Anna readily undertook, and inftantly fet 
about, a job, from which fhe expefted as 
much credit as profit- — She had proceeded 
rapidly in her talk, which had more tafte 
than labour in it i when having fent for a 
frelh fupply of one Ihade of filk, Ihe acci- 
dentally x:aft her eye on the paper in 
which it was wrapped — it was part of a 
magazine, and contained the deaths of the 
month. The firft in the lift v/as the name 
of Charles Herbert, Efq. of Llandore Caltle. 

it 
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It occurred not to her, that the father and 
fon were both of one Chriftian name— ^ 
She was fenfible only of the idea that young 
Herbert was dead. — ^A thoufand circum- 
ftances now confirmed thofe dreadful fur- 
mifes — His ill health, which obliged him 
to go out of town at the period of her 
leav^ing Grofvcnor-fquare — Mr. Edwin's 
mourning — The total cxtinftion of her 
hopes, by his entirely giving her up, which> 
not hearing from him, though her abode 
was fo well known to his family, fhe con- 
cluded to be the cafe, now all rofe to her 
imagination, and conipired to diftrad her. 
•—•Again the fatal paper was exambed — it 
was indeed Charles Herbert — a dreadful 
mifl: ovcrlpread her eyes — (he funk fenfcleis 
on the floor. 

Alarmed at the noife of her fall, Mrs. 
Clark flew to her apartment. The fight 
of her dear child, as Ihe fondly called her, 
bereft of fcnfe and motion, had nearly 
thrown her into the fame condition i the 
houfe, the neighbours were alarmed — 
the apothecary fummoncd. — He let her 

blood 
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blood, and (he foon returned to a fenfe 
of forrow exceeding all fhe had yet felt. 

In the midft of her misfortunes, when every 
other hope forfook her, fhe had indulged a 
latent pleafure in the thought of being dear ta 
Herbert : to this, unknown to hcrfelf, was 
added another, that, by fome happy means or 
other, Ihe fliould again be bleft in his fociety:. 
The laft interview had left its traces on her 
mind, never to be erafed. When fhe was par- 
ticularly fenfible of her misfortunes, the re- 
membrance of it was her never-failing re- 
fource; or when Ihe fufFered her naturally fan- 
guine temper to look forward to a poflibility 
of better days, ftill he was her firfl: objeft : 
but thofe flattering ideas no longer foothed 
her imagination ; the relcntlefs hand of fate 
had torn from her heart the laft, and only 
fond hope j the creation was now a void ; 
the world had nothing in it for her; the 
moft amiable, the moft beloved youth was 
no more — fhe might now, without fear of 
injury to Mifs Edwin, without dread of dif- 
turbing the peace of his family, indulge in 
a luxury of grief the retrolpedl of his vir- 
tues i 
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tues'; flie could live over again each fcene 
that had bound her foul to his. — She yet 
faw and felt the benignant glance of his 
eyes — ^their foft languifhments ftill melted 
on her thoughts. But alas ! he was loft 
for ever and for ever. — In this diftrafted 
lituation, tears and fighs were her only re- 
lief. . Unable to bear the light, it was in 
vain Mrs. Clark implored her to repofe her 
forrows in her faithful bofom— rihe mourned 
the dear youth inwardly and inceflantly— 
her reft and appetite both forfook her — ^and 
had not another calamity awaited her, which, 
by roufing her faculties, made her grief 
change its objedt, in all probability ftie 
would have funk under the fecret agonies 
of her mind. 

Bates, who knew the wifhes of his maf- 
ter, called often on Mrs. Clark's daugh- 
ter, and pretending love to that foolifh wo- 
man, had egrefs and regrefs there unknown 
to her mother. A few days after this afflift- 
ing circumftance to Anna, Mrs. Clark 
was fent for to vifit a fick brother at Chat- 
ham : it was with great reluftance fhe left 

her 
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Ber in fuch a ftate of mind and' body ; 
but, as fhe expeded fome trifles at his 
death, our heroine infifted on her going. 

The firft day of her abfence, worn out 
by grief and want of reft, Anna threw her- 
felf on the bed, and unfortunately for a 
few minutes forgot her cares. In this in- 
terval Bates called — Hannah was in the 
kitchen under the fhop : not meeting with 
any one below, a fudden impulfe of curio- 
lity carried him up ftairs. The door of her 
apartment being open, the beauty of her 
work induced him, treading very light, 
and feeing the room empty, to take a 
nearer view of it. 

Li that evil moment, her ill fate put it 
in his head, having often heard his matter 
curfe the embroidery, as the means qf her 
being enabled to fupport herfelf indepen- 
dent of him, that if ftie was deprived of 
fiich refource, Mr. Edwin muftyetfucceed; 
he therefore filently ftripped the train out of 
the frame, and the coat hanging on the 
chairs for her guide, bundled' the whole 

up. 
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Tip, and got off unheard and undifco- 
vered. 

Anna's forrow was too poignant to fuffer 
her long to reft. — The little bed-room ad- 
joined to that in v>hich her work ftood. 
But who can exprefs her feelings, at the 
fight of her frame ftripped, and the coat 
gone ? — She ran down flairs almoft frantic. 
Hannah was by that time in the fhop. — 
Search was made^— the neighbourhood 
alarmed — ^A little girl who come for a 
/kain of thread, faid ftie met a man coming 
out of the fhop with a bundle. — ^Anna, 
half diftrafted, knew not yet the confe- 
quence of this misfortune. She got Hannah 
to go to Mr. Defmoulins' — He and his wife 
were outrageous — they were ruined — they 
ftiould lofe their beft cuftomers and friends 
— no money could compenfate for the lofs 
— but if it could, they had taken no fecu- 
rities. Mrs. Defmoulins blamed her huf- 
band ; he curfed, for the firft time, his own 
folly ; and both vowed revenge on our ill- 
fated heroine. 

On 
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On undertaking the work, flie had men- 
tioned her having done Lady Edwin's fuit 
which was fo much admired, — ^Away flew 
Mrs. Defmoulins to Sir William Edwin^s 
to make inquiries. — The fervahts there 
told her, the perfon who worked that fuit 
for their Lady, was faid not to be honeft; 
and was, moreover, now in keeping.— 
Inflamed by this news, fhe turned to her 
hufband : ftie thought what his ridiculous 
obftinacy would come to— he would em^- 
ploy the flut — but flie ^ knew his motives, 
and the world iho\ild know them too — 
She would go to Lady Harriot — ^flie 
would throw herfelf at the feet of the 
Duchefs — ftie would difclofe thofe inju- 
ries flie had hitherto borne in meeknefs 
and filence. Oh! if her dear Timothy 
was but alive to fee this day — to fee the 
buflnefs. he, poor dear creature, took fuch 
pains to cftablifli, thrown away on ft rum- 
pets ! But it did not fignify — fee what 
the Duchefs would fay. The poor French- 
man, unable to flop the torrent of her re- 
proaches, and confcious of her having op- 

ipofed 
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pofed his employing our heroine, was filled 
with confufion and difinay. The difobliging 
the young Duchefs> whofe beauty was not 
more the ohje<ft of general admiration, than 
her fweetnefs and goodnefs was that of re- 
iped and efteem, and whofe favour was as 
much the fource of profit to the tradefman 
ihe patronized, as her difpleafure was the 
reverfe; befides for ever ofi^ending Lady 
Harriot, who chofe to have the whole cre- 
dit of the work. The fuperior penetration 
of his wife, now fo evident in this unlucky 
event, admitted not of difpute 5 he there- 
fore had neither power nor inclination to 
oppofe her meafures: — flie infifted on 
taking out a warrant againft the hufley, to 
which he readily confented : it was^ how- 
ever, too late in the evening to take a ftep 
of that nature, and the innocent Anna was 
fuffered to pafs that night unknowing the 
dreadful fate which awaited hen 
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CHAPTER LXK. 



Tb^ Trio of Magiftrates. 

X HE lofs of the embroidery afflided 
our heroine moft fenfibly, as fhe doubted 
not but the means of her fubfiftence would 
be taken from her i but that was an ob- 

• 

jeft of far lefs concern now than it would 
have been a few days ago. Herbert was 
gone ! How gladly would fhe now refign a 
Jife^ which had been a conftant fcene of for- 
row and difappointment, to be united to 
him for ever ! In refleftions on the uncom- 
mon cruelty of her fate — in defpair of one i 
day's peace — -joylefs in the prefent, and 
hcpelefs in the future, her heart fickened, 1 
and the extreme dejedion of her fpirits, 
which could not evaporate in tears, brought 
on a flow fever, which preyed on her all 
night, but intermitted towards morning, 

when 
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when (he fell into a doze, from which flie 
was awakened by the cries of Hannah at 
her chamber-door.— Almoft fainting with 
weaknefs and grief, fhe made an effort to 
drefs herfelf, and opened the door ; when, 
to herunfpeakable terror, two men entered, 
who dec.lared they had got a warrant againft 
her. Ignorant of their meaning, as well as 
intent, fhe begged to know what'thcy meant i 
when in burfl the inexorable Mrs. Defmou- 
lins, bidding her inftantly go with them ; the 
meaning was, to punifh fuch demure fluts 
as her ; and, fince fhe could not produce 
the work, fhe fhould be employed in Bride- 
well, where thieWng could anfwer no end. 
Hannah's outcries brought in the neigh- 
bours 5 when the volubility of the tradef- 
woman, oppofed to the death-like filence 
of poor Anna, immediately fettled the mat- 
ter : — " No wonder the gentlewoman was 
in fuch a pafTionj it was a fad thing for 
people to lofe their bread by fuch crea- 
tures : — it was plain enough fhe was 
guilty 5 that might be feenin her looks. '» 

L a — Ont 
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—One of the conftables, however, mtrom- 
j)aflion to her youth and fcx, begged Mrs* 
Defmoulins would withdraw, and let him 
try to bring her to confcffion. At this 
Anna itarted: — ^^I know not what you 
mean, or why I am thus furrounded; if 
it be on account of the work I have loft, 
Jbe pacified, madam; I have one friend, 
who ran and will fatisfy you. lam," 
^continued Ihe, "very ill able to fupport 
myfelf under foch treatment; but be af- 
fured you will be paid .your demand: . 
1 beg I may be left alone." 

^^ Yes, yes, miftrefs, you will have time 
enough to be alone,*' i-etorjted the woman ; 
you muft now be fetisfied at going into 
company,*— *Come, Sir, <Jo your ofEce." 
--—The men feized her. — Slipping from 
their hands on ho* knees, her face bathed 
in tears, and e^ery token of delpair in her 
countenance, fhe begged to know what was 
to be done with her, and where (he was to 
go ; but no anfwer was vouchfafed to her 
heart-breaking entreaties : flie was carried 
4own and put into a coach, to be- taken 

before 
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hcforc the fitting magiftratcs. Hannah, 
locking ^ up her doors, followed weeping,, 
and wringing her hands, accompanied by^ 
the neighbours, from different motives, to 
the place where the rotation was held;: 
they were there as foonr as the coach -, and 
Anna was lifted out, being utterly unable 
to (land, and carried before the bench, 
which confifted of three magiftrates. 

One was a fhbrt thick man, with very 
fpitcful blue eyes ; fo gouty, as to be fcarcely 
able to walk from the door to his chair ;: 
he had, from a very mean original, wormed 
himiclf into credit, and, after carrying on 
a great fhew of trade for a very few years^ 
conimenced bankrupt> paid the enormous, 
compofition of two and fixpencc in the 
pound i and having obtained his certificate 
by his. indefatigable fcrvices, at a general 
cleftion, to the fuccefsful candidate, he was. 
put into the commiffion of the peace -, in 
which, with fome private refourccs, he con- 
trived to pick up the means of a genteel 
living : He was an inflexible advocate for 
juftice, a conftant friend to the fortunate, 

L 3 and 
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and an inveterate enemy to all rogues m6^ 
were poor. His name was Atwood. 

Next him fat a tall, lufty, fair man, pom- 
pous in his manner, florid in his fpeech> 
and a prodigious admirer of his own knft 
and dignity. When I fay he was a con- 
traftor, I need not add he was rich. He 
was at this period famous for his oppofition 
to that government under which he had 
made a fortune, and a public vilificr of the 
prince who had honoured him with a title : 
he was fond of making fpceches ; afFefted 
fo tender a heart, that he has been known 
to fhcd tears at a fefTions, with his fpread 
hands on his heart, in behalf of a petition 
from a commiflloner of the turnpikes and 
high roads, while his callous heart retreated 
from the woes of his own blood, and he 
turned a deaf ear to the pleas of the di- 
ftreffed of all denominations j a vociferous 
ajfTertor of public juttice, and a private vio- 
lator of every humane tie : fo humble, that 
he would tell you how deftitutc of friends, 
money, or recommendation, he firfl: entered 
on the theatre of life i and fo proud, that 

no 
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no (bciety was any longer tolerable to him, 
than it was filled with a wonder at his riches 
and grandeur, and bowed the knee of adu- 
lation to his prodigious abilities. This 
magiftrate was called Sir Richard Peacock. 
On his right hand fat a fat dark man> with 
a kind of black and blue complexion;. 
who, though here in all the pomp of magi- 
ftracy, fcowled his grey grifty brows round 
the hall with an aiTumed fullennefs and 
pride, at home, m his own Ihop, would 
weigh an halfpenny- worth of plumbs to a* 
beggar's nephew, duft the gold fugar-loaf 
over his door, fweepthe front of his houfe> 
or any other odd matter that required 
doing* 

He was rich enough to fatisfy a mifer^ 
and faving enough to pleafe one : his canvas 
apron anfwered two purpofes ; it preferved 
his black ftufFbreeches, andit favcd a pocket 
handkerchief i that, and a nightcap oKce 
white, were the enfigns by which this ma- 
giftrate was known in the place where he 
lived } but under thofe very unfavourable 
Appearances, he carried a tender, and even 

L 4 a gene- 
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a.geitcrousheart, at times when he conde- 
fcended to put off the importance of hi* 
charader: and when hedifpenfcdr with the 
dear idea of money-getting, the milk of hu- 
man kindnefs warmed his heart ; that purfe 
he had taken fuch pains to fill, was liberally 
opened to the calls of friendfhip and hu- 
manity : and this, to do him juftice, was 
not feldom. 



CHAPTER LXX. 

^rhe Friend in\NeeL 

W HEN Anna was brought through 
a mob of runners, conftables, difputants, 
and pickpockets, before thofe auguft per- 
Ibnages, finking with apprehenfions, and 
overcome with fear, Ihe ventured to raife 
her eyes to the awful tribunal before whom 
flie was to be examined. 

, From the prejudices of firft appearances, 
the grey locks of Atwood gave her hopes, 

which 
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which the mild-looking Sir Richard con- 
firmed ; but from the bent brow of Mr.. 
Sago her foul fhrunk, 

Mrs. Defmoulins, though upwards of fifty, 
dreflcd in pink and the height of the mode, 
was honoured with a feat within the bar, 
while the poor culprit^ in whofe counte- 
nance modefty and delicacy were ftrongly 
delineated, and whofe pallid cheeks fhewed 
her weaknefs and ill healthy fiipported her- 
felf by leaning on the bar, Hanhah not be- 
ing able to fqueeze up to her furrounded 
by men whofe appearances flruck her with; 
terror, 

Mr. Definoullns, likewife fbon made his 
appearance s when refpedl to their drefs in- 
duced the worthy xnagiftrates to give them 
an inftant hearing. 

Mr. Definoulins, in a moft polite ftyle, 
told them, he was in defpair at the trouble 
he was obliged to give them ; that the per- 
hn who had tfie honour of appearing at 
their bar, was one in whom he had placed 
great confidence ; that he had the mortifi- 
cation to find himfelf deceived in her 3 and 

L 5 it 
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it was with great regret and repugnance lie 
did himfelf the honour of charging her 
with a defraud. 

•^ Who are you. Sir ; what is your name ;; 
and where do you relideJ" demanded 
Juftice Atwood. 

With an important bow he was gomg ta 
an(wer, when Mrs* Defmoulins. interrupted 
him: 

*' Lord, Loui^, what fignifies your giving 
fuch a roundabout tale to their honours I 
Pleafe you, my Lord, I keep the Star and 
Garter embroidery warehouie m Pdl- 
Malli we work for all the people of 
fafhion^ and this girlj being no better 
than ibe fiiould be, came to us for em- 
ploy." 

What," interrupted Atwood, "flie 1$ 

a— a ^you underftand me.'*^ 

" YeSi indeed. Sir, ftie is no better than 
a kept woman ; and we, out of compaf- 
fion, employed her ; for, God be praifed, 
we want not for hands or bufinels; or^, 
indeed, what we might live on without 
it." 

"Bring 
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" Bring a chair for this here lady, and 
that there gentleman," faid the civil 
juftice. " Now, Madam, we can hear,, 
when you can fpeak with more cafe ta 
yourfelf." 

" Well, pleafe your Worfhip, a lady of 
the firft quality (we work for fe^ others} 
fent us a job> and my foolilh hulband 
would make me give it her, together with 
the coat finiflied by way of pattern ; and 
now, when it ihould he done, flie has made 
away with it." 

" Well, young woman," faid Sir Rich- 
ard, " you hear the enormity of the crime 
of which you are charged— you have, it 
feems, been guil-ty of a two-fold of- fence; 
you have be-tray-ed the con-fi-dence pla- 
ced in you by thefe wor-thy peo-ple, and 
you have de-fraud-ed them of their pro- 
per-ty. I pro-fefs my heart bleeds, it 
drops, I fay, blood, to fee fuch wick-ed- 
nefs in fo young a crea-ture. What is 
your name ?" — [A paufe] — " Why do 
you not fpeak ? What is your name ?" 

L 6 '' Why 
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*^ Why don't you anfwcr his Worfliip i^ 
faid the conftablc who had brou9:ht her 
there. 

It was impoffible — the agony of her foul 
was too ftrong for utterance — ^fpecch was 
denied her — ^and an obftinate filencc be- 
ing imputed to her in contempt of juftice, 
oaths were prepared to be adminiftered to 
the profecutors, and Anna ordered to be 
committed; when Mr. Sago approaching 
her, and looking under his bent brow, 
filled her with frelh terror. Her eyes were 
• involuntarily averted, and her head turned 
from him. 

Viewing her earneftly, *' Can nobody be 
found?'* faid he, in a foftcned voices 
*' have you nobody, child, who wiH be 
bail for you ? for, gentlemen, "^ turning to 
his brethren, '^ according to the ftory of the 
profecutor, and we have not heard the 
poor girl, this at the worft can be but ^ 
breach of truft: have you nothing to 
fay for yourfelf, child?" faid he, turning 
tenderly to her. 

Speech^ 



ANNA,. 229 

Speech, with a violent gufli of fonrow, 
was now lent her : — with her fpread hands 
on her face, while the tears dropped through 
her fingers, " Oh, Sir V exclaimed (he, 
may the bleflings of the broken-hearted 
attend you ! — indeed I am wronged— I 
would have paid the value of the work^ 
which was ftolen from my apartment/' 

" Have you any one to Ipcak to your 
ch?ira(Ser ?" 

" Charafter V repeated Mrs. Dcfmou- 
lins 5 " (he robbed the lady where fhc lived 
laft, and has fince been upon the town—* 
Charaftcr indeed !" 

Is this true, child ?" faid Sago. 
Good God, Sir, no ! for hcaVen*s fake, 
what lady do you allude to ? or, what 
do you mean by the town ?.'* 

" I mean Lady Edwin, who knows you 
to be a thief." 

" Take care. Madam/' faid Anna — feme 
remains <3f her pride uniting with con- 
fcious innocence—'^ wretched and fricnd- 
lels as I now. appear, there are in the 
world" (burfting into a frclh flood of 

tears) 
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tears) ^^ thofe that wiU fupport my inno- 
cence, and vindicate my charafter. — ^Lady 
Edwin hcrfelf would be one of the firft 
to join in the punifliment of fuch a cruel 
calumny." 

*' Come, come, woman,*"" fternly faid Sir 
Richard, " you are charg-ed on the oath 
of Mr. and Mrs. Dcfmou-lins, both peo- 
ple of un-doubt-ed cre-dit, with a de- 
frauds and if you have not good and 
fuf«fi-ci-ent bail, to pri-fon you muft go : 
my timey and that of my bre-thren on 
the bench, is too pre-ci-ous to wafte with 
your e-qui-vo~ca-ti-ons. I am,, myfelf^. 
obli-ged (looking round him with dig- 
nity) to at-tend the na-ti-o-nal af-fairs 
of the realm. What % you, Mr. a-a — 
youy Sir, the keeper of the prifon V' 

Anna looked up ; her pride again forfook 
her, in the horror of aflbciatins with the 
wretches fhe bchejd; of being dragged 
away among the abandoned of both fcxes : 
fhe was ftnfible only to terrors and, throw- 
ing herfelf on her knees, Ihe addreffed 
Mrs. Defmoulins : 

« Have 
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*' Have pity on my youth. Madam; 
confider I am of your own fex : for the 
honour of humanity, fpare me." 

" So I will, if you confefs ; lb I will, 
if you tell me where the work may be re- 
covered ; but not elfe/* 

The hufband, a little mollified, would 
now have interfered i but that fcrved only 
as oil on a, flame: his wife's paffion in- 
creafed, and Anna was on the point of be- 
ing dragged away, though Mr. Sago wilhed 
ftill to be favourable; but Mrs. Defmoulins 
unfortunately afking him ^' If he^ would 
make good her lofs ?" an end was put to 
the affair; when good fortune, in the fhapc 
of Mr. Bently, pufhed in. His perfon was, 
as well as his great fortune, known to the 
worfhipful Bench : the bar was lifted up ; 
but inftead of availing himfelf of that ho- 
nour, he feized hold of Anna, and lugging 
her in, tears rolling down his venerable 
face : 

" Ten, ten thoufand pounds<bail for her j 
Will that do. Sir Richard ? Will that do, 
Mr, Atwood ?" And (haking with his va- 
cant 
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cant hand the thumb of the grocer, *^ Will 
that do?*' 

The general furprife of thefc diftributers^ 
of juftice, and the people who were prefent^ 
foon gave way to the refpeft due to a young 
perfon, under the avowed proieftion of fo 
rich a man. 

" Did I not bid you, my amiable girl, 
feek a friend at the Abbey?" faid Mr.. 
Bently, as foon as his emotions would let 
him ; " Why did you not come to me ?" 

The agony and weaknefs of our heroine^ 
when her guardian angel entered, was con- 
verted to aftonifhment ; how, in the mo- 
ment when all hope was loft, when on the 
very verge of defpair, could Ihe believe (he 
was really in the hands of a friend, willing^ 
and able to preferve her from wrong, ta 
proteft her from infult ! The fudden tranfi- 
tion from forrow to joy was too much for 
her reduced Ipirits* Way was now made 
for Anna, every body pitied her diftrefs, 
Mr. Atwood offered his own chair, it be- 
ing an armed one,, and Sir Richard had a 

bottle 
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bottle o( eau-de4uce at her fervicc ; he had 
even a tear ready tp fqueeze out at fight of 
fo lovely a creature^s indilpofition. Sago 
lamented fecretly the want of his canvas 
apron ; and Mrs. Defmoulins, tcr the afto- 
nifliment of her hufband, • was filcnt. 

As Anna revived, her gratitude, too 
ftrong for words, vented itfelf in 'a plentiful 
ihower of tears i — they were not the only 
ones Ihed on the occafion. Sir Richard, as 
I have faid before, had a very convenient 
knack at weeping where he was fure no ad- 
vantage could be taken of the afpearanc& 
of humanity j {q that, on the prefent occa* 
fion, he even fobbed. 

Bently — but I muft here beg one word 
with my reader on the fubjeft of a weaknefe 
many people would blufh at. I will acknow- 
ledge a watery head, in fome cafes, to be 
the fign of a weak heart ; — it was, in Sir 
Richard, more ; — it was the mark of a wic- 
ked, hypocritical one: but hallowed, for 
ever hallowed, be the fpontaneous and in- 
voluntary drops, excited by humanity, and 
forced by companion, which are often feen 

to 
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to flow from the foul of bravery itfelf^ and 
grace the face of the moft undaunted and 
courageous: yesy the fame eyes from 
whence, in the fcrvice of theif country, or 
in the caufe of honour, courageous flafhes 
of facred fire have ftrickcn confufion into 
the hearts of their enemies : at thy fhrine, 

heaven- born fympathy, how have they 
been fufFufed ! 

Bcntly wept like a child. 

" When you wanted a friend, Mil^ Manr- 
fcl, why did you not come to me ?" faid 
he. " Alas 1 poor girl, once acquainted 
with the villany of a Sutton, who Ihatt 
condemn thee for dillrufting all man- 
kind ? I have watched, followed, and 
tried thee: my foul, like thy own, rent 
with forrow, and robbed of all its hopes, 
will receive a gucft, which had long for- 
fook its habitation. In raifing thy mo- 
deft merit I will be joyful — and in ma- 
king that beauty, innocence, and ho- 
nour, which was denied pity, enviable, 

1 will feel happinefs. For you, good 
woman, go home — I have reconciled the 

loa 
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lofe of her gown to the Duchefsj and if 
you find you are no longer honoured with 
the faniftion and cuftom of that family, at- 
tribute it to their native bcneVolence, which 
will not fuiFer them to beftow their favours 
on favages. Go !" 

How beautiful is goodnefs ! how awful 
the emanation of an upright mind! the 
words that lyere uttered by this honeft man 
ftruck all prefent with refpe<5l : be was no 
magiftrate, but thofe who were in the com- 
xniffion, fhrunk into nothing with a fcnfe of 
their own littlenefs, and did not interrupt 
his decifion. 

Mrs. Defmoulins, with a front equally 
devoid of gentlenefs or modefty, felt abafh- 
ed, and retired without anfwering the re- 
Ipedlable monitor ; and her hufband, who 
found the natural complacency he had for 
his own dear fweet felf, increafed by the con- 
fcioufnefs of the mercy he had wiflied to 
(hew, marched after her, backward, bow- 
ing all the way, with a mixture of triumph 
and refpeft in bis countenance. 

Sir 
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Sir Richard had now begun an harangue : 
" It gives me/' faid he, «thc great-eft plea- 
fure— it gives me the fa-tis-fac-ti^on — 
nay, it gives me the great-eft — a a a — 
that is to fay, I am glad, ve-ry glad, arr 
af-fair fo black (knitting his brow) in the 
be-gin-ning ihould turn out fo white 
(fmiling) in the end j and that the hand- 
fome lady in the chair — " 

" Sir,*' interrupted Bently, "I beg your 
pardon; Imuft thank you another time 
for what you are pleafed to fay in &vourr 
of that lady; but, at prefent, flic ^^ too 
much agitated to attend to it — ^we -will 
therefore beg to be excufed." He was 
then going to lead her out, when a large 
concourfe of people were feen advancing to 
the office, and three gentlemen, whofe in- 
dependant circumftances and good fenfe 
kept them, though in the fame commiffion^ 
from often appearing at the Rotation in 
company with the trading juftices, entered, 
followed by as great a number of people as 
could fqueeze in. It was now impoffible 

for 
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far Anna, in her prefcnt weak ftate, to 
pafs. 

The civil Mr. Atwood therefore entreat- 
ed her to retire into a little inner room 
behind where they fat, which offer fhe 
gladly accepted. Bently was following — 
when, among the new comers, he beheld 
Dalton. He did not mention this circum- 
J^nce to Anna ; but, as foon as he was fa- 
tisfied in refpcdl to her accomodation, left 
Jier, and returned to the juftice-room. 



CHAPTER LXXl 

Proves our Heroine bad a Father. 

A GENTEEL - looking elderly man, 
very much fun-burnt, by whofc fide flood a 
younger man of the fame defcription, told 
a plain and moving talc. He faid, his name 
was Mordant j he was a native of South 
Wales ; that he had, when young, an only 
iifter, the greatefl beauty of the time, who 

cap. 
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captivated, at the age of eighteen, the ion 
and heir of a noble family in their neigh- 
bourhood ; but though a great and unin- 
cumbered eftate, with vaft perfonal riches, 
defcending from the feveral branches of 
their houfe, wer^ all veiled in the father of 
this young man, no entreaties whatever 
could induce him to liften to the petition of 
his fon in behalf of his love, although pride, 
far more than his defire of wealth, oppofed 
his happinefs. As their houfe boafted of a 
long line of anceftors, not one of whom 
had married out of the beft blood in the 
principality, and bis father was the fon of a 
tradefman who dealt in butter and oats, 
the produce of that country ; and, finding 
the young gentleman was bent on marrying 
the objed of his aiFedion, the father had 
him feized, and, with unrelenting rigour, 
confined him in a remote part of his large 
manfion four years, having made a vow he 
fliould never fee the fun till -the young 
woman was dead or married, or till he gave 
his honour to think of her no more 3 that 
his fifter, being in a deplorable ftate of 

health. 
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health, their father dead, and themfelves 
invited to an uncle in Jamaica, he had 
contrived, at her requeft, to fcale the out- 
fide of the caltle, and delivered the young 
man from his confinement, who (ct out im- 
mediately with them. He mairied his filler 
at the fea-port from whence they failed, 
vowing never to return to his family till 
they received his beloved wife with him, 
and foon reached the place of their deftina- 
tion. The happinefs of the new-married 
pair increafing with their family, the huf- 
band declared his intention of renouncing 
his country, and all of his blood who 
would not acknowledge his wife. A fhort 
time after they arrived, the uncle died, 
leaving them joint heirs to his trade and 
fortune ; they entred into partnerfhip, and 
iived in equal harmony and happinefs, till 
a fatal epidemic fever carried off both 
their wives, and all his partner's children 
but one, the youngeft, a female i that a 
woman, who had nurfed his fitter, and, who, 
having attended her abroad, had been much 

be- 
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beloved by her, recovered of the fever 
which fhe caught from her miftrefs, but 
fell into a decline, which was pronounced 
to be incurable by any thing but her na- 
tive air ', and on this, it being near the 
time proper to fend his little daughter, as 
is there cuftomary, to England for educa- 
tion, and unwilling the poor invalid fhould 
go by herfelf, he had taken that oppor- 
tunity to bring over his child : and as (if 
the old woman recovered) he would wifh 
her to continue in England, merely that 
Ihe might be near her, to leave her com- 
fortably fettled J for which purpofc, as he 
meant to return by the firft fhip, and chofe 
to avoid any poffible rencontre with his 
family, who he more than ever difliked 
fincc the death of his wife, inftcad of taking 
it from their correfpondents here, he 
brought money with him for the purpofe 
of finking it into an annuity for the life of 
the old fcrvant j that they arrived fafe in 
the Downs, when the woman, being ex- 
tremely ill, and dcfirous of reaching Lon- 
don 
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don for advice immediately, they had left 
the Ihip there in order to proceed to town, 
leaving the principal part of their baggage 
on board 5 fince which he had never been 
able to trace, by any means whatever, what 
had become of either his brother-in-law, his 
niece, or the nurfe, the Ihip having re- 
turned without their things being ever 
landed, or the Captain's feeing or hearing 
any thing of them ; that he continued ro 
trade in their joint names till he had accu- 
mulated property beyond his expedation; 
and his uneafinefs incrcafinp; inftead of 
decreafing, he had brought his fon over 
himfelf fix years ago to finiih his education, 
folely for the purpofe of making inquiries 
after his loft friend ; that he continued in 
England twelve months, and at length re- 
turned, having vainly inquired not only 
of his family, the old Lord being dead, 
but at every probable place, without being 
able to obtain the leaft intelligence con- 
cerning him 3 that he had concluded they 
were murdered for the fake of the money 
VOL* III. M his 
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his partner carried with him; and this 
ihocking furmife was confirmed about four 
months ago, in a manner the moft provi- 
dential and extraordinary. 

A bricklayer, who had long worked on 
his ellate, having emigrated to the Spa- 
nifli fettlements with a mulatto flave, 
his wife petitioned him for means to re- 
turn to her own country ; that he had paid 
her paflage home, -and gave the houfe he 
refided in to an old fcrvant: in clearing 
away the litters, four bags, marked by that 
very fervant lOO Gs. which his brother 
had taken with him, were found and brought 
to him J that, IHocked and furprifed be- 
yond meafure, he direftly went after the 
man, but found the fchooner he had failed 
in was loft ; that, not doubting his wife 
inuft be acquainted with the cataftrophe, 
of which he had fuch ftrong apprehenfions, 
he then came to England in purfuit of her, 
whom he eafiiy traced 3 and on queftioning 
her about the bags, (lie readily acknow- 
ledged them i but faid her hufbjand had re- 
ceived 
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•ceived the money from a clergyman, whom, 
after much difficulty, he tikewife traced, 
though he had great reafon to fuppofe it an 
cvafion, and had fent a card to him to beg 
his attendance, and he was how prefent : 
he entreated they would pleafe to examine 
the woman ftridly, that if the blood of the 
worthieft of men, and his innocent child, 
had been fpilt, vengeance might be taken. 
Such a ftory, told with every appear-ance 
of trutli and feeling, could not but have a 
partifan in the heart of every auditor ; and 
the woman being put to the fame bar, 
where an hour before our heroine ftood an 
inftance of perfecuted innocence, one of the 
gentlemen magiftrates exhorted her to be 
careful not to vary from the truth in her ex- 
amination, as circumftances of a heinous na- 
ture, which had already come out, would 
• be aggravated and confirmed by her preva- 
racations. She was then jfhewfi the bags, 
and repeated her ftory, adding, the perfon's 
»ame from whom her hufband received 

M 2 ^ them. 
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them, was Dalton : he was on this dcfircd 
to walk forward. 

From the inftant tlie avaricious wretch 
faw the bags, and heard what was going 
forward, he gave himfelfup for loft; but 
when he found the man who had received 
thenfi of him was dead, and only the hearfay 
'evidence of his wife, he wifely concluded, 
his No, was as good as her Yes ; he therefore 
pofitively denied the whole matter: the 
woman perfiftcd in herftory; he in denying 
It: — when another, to him unwelcome 
ftranger, made her way through the crowd: 
;this was Mra. Clark, who arrived at her 
Jioule about two hours after. Anna was 
^carried away, as we have related: from 
thence, hearing from the neighbourhood 
what had happened, Ihe flew to the office ; 
jand, pulhing through the mob, weeping 
and lamenting, the firft perfon who ftruck 
her eyes was Dalton, and Ihe concluded he 
was there on behalf of Anna. 

^' Oh 1 thank God,'' faid Ihe, ^' you arc 
here — Where is the dear child ? It will kill 

her 
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her — She was all but dead when I left 
her — Nothing elfe fhouM have brought 
me home fo foon. 

" fVhoy' anfwered Dalton, not a Httle 
confounded at the appearance of the only 
witnefs that could have been brought in. 
the world to confront him ; " Do you 
rave ?" 

" Rave !'* faid fhe^ ^' you are enough* 
to make one rave ; Why is not Mifs Man- 
fcl here ? 

Bently, who now underflood her to be 
the friend of his charge, beckoned her to 
him, and the examination went on. — The 
woman begged,, before her commitment 
was figned, to be once more heard. 

- She then afked the Doftor, if, feventeen 
years ago, he had not laid out fome money 
on a chapel in Stepney Fields ? 

" That he did, poor man," faid Mrs. 
Clark; " every body knows. that, and 
how that villain. White, ran away with 
it: I am fure I pitied him from my 
heart." 

M :? A 
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A general confufion now for a moment 
enfued — the merchant and jufticcs were 
unanimous in calling on Mrs. Clark for far- 
ther information j but no farther could flie 
give : yet it was circu mftantial evidence; 
and Dalton was told he muft be included 
in the commitment. 

Overpowered by guilt and fhame, the 
narrrow-foul'd being ftood for fome mo- 
ments in fufpenfe, when his cunning, which 
generally was his very good friend, taught 
him a new leffon. He requefted the court 
might be cleared, and then, humbly prof- 
trating himfelf at the feet of the merchant^ 
he confefled the whole matter as we have 
before related it 5 alleged that, neither the 
child nor money being claimed, he was 
tempted to make ufe of the one, and keep 
the other ; and having been fo unfortunate 
as to be 'cheated by the rogue, White^ he 
had never acknowledged having had money 
it was not in his power to repay. 

" But where is my child — where is flie— 
does [he exift ? — Let us go to her," faid 

the 
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the merchant^ now more confounded than 
before- 

Dalton was beginning an excufe, when 
Bently ftepping forward, and addrefling 
himfelf to the ftranger, faid, he would 
fave Dalton the trouble of farther relation,,, 
by. informing him, that Ihe had for good 
caufes left his houfe ; after defrauding her 
of fourteen hundred pounds, who had 
flopped her clothes, on the demand of one 
hundred and fifty pounds more for a few 
years board, which fum had been aflually 
received from a young libertine by whom, 
fhe v/as faid to be kept. 

" Oh ! my poor girl" cried the mer- 
chant, fliedding tears — " but fhe will fee 
her error — fhe will be one of the firll for- 
tunes in the kingdom — he may marry her." 

*^ No,, no,, that cannot be," faid Mn 
Eently. 

" Why v/ill you Ly. fa. Sir ?" returned" 
he; 

" For a very good reafon — he is married 
already." 

M 4 " Wretch !.^* 
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Wretch!" anfwercd the merchant, 
turning to Dalton, " What haft thou ta 
anfwcr for?" 

*^ Oh, nothing to Ipeak of," returned 
Bently ; " for the truth is, fhe never was 
kept by any libertine whatever — that 
was indeed nothing to Dalton, he fingered 
the money. But come. Sir, if I reftore 
you your niece, will you engage never ta 
rob me of my child ?" So faying, he retired 
to the room where Anna was, followed hf 
the two gentlemen, father and fon, and 
Mrs. Clark, who, immediately embracing 
her, lamented being out of the way whea 
fuch an indignity^ had been offered her.. 

But more interefting fcenes now engaged 
the attention of our heroine. The mer- 
chant burft into tears the inftant he faw her 
— ^it was his very fifter — there needed no 
witnefs but her countenance — he Ihould 
have .known her from thoufands.. 

' The young man, throwing himfelf at her 
feet in a tranfport, exclaimed, " it was 
then more than mere paflion, it was the 
bleffed emanation of blood, that fo irre- 

fiftibly 
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fiflibly drew every facuky of my foul to my 
lovely coufin — This, Sir, is the amiable 
creature I reprefented toyouas my firft andi 
only love ! — My charming coufin, will you 
not fpeak to your neareft relation, your 
Mordant V* , 

Surprife at thpfe falutations was tem- 
pered with a pleafing expeftation of their 
meaning: Anna's heart throbbed with joy 
at the idea of finding at laft fomebody who 
would own her. To hear herfelf addreffed 
as dear coufin, and as dearer niece, by two 
fuch refpeftable charafterss to be careflTed 
as the likcnefs of an amiable mother s ta 
fcel herfelf intitled to ties hitherto un- 
known to her, but which her heart had 
often panted after ; was fuch an excefs of 
pleafure, that all the paft misfortunes, even 
the lofs of Herbert, were forgotten. 

Her uncle folded, her to his bofom, 
while his fon, loath for a moment to give 
up his claim of tendernefs, bathed her 
hands with drops of congenial love and 
w^arm afftftion. Mrs. Clark was not forgot 
in the general joy ; and Bently affeclcd a 

M 5 difcontent 
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difcontent at being, thus robbed, of her 
whom he had adopted, under which were 
vifiole benevolent beams of the moilheait-- 
felt fatisfaftion, 

Mr. Mordant propofed to his niece to^ 
return to Mrs. Clark's till he could procure 
lodgings fit to receive her. — This was op- 
pofed by Bently, who faid Mifs Manfel 
was engaged to meet fome ladies at a friend's 
of his. — ^Anna looked furprifed ;— Ihe knew 
not yet even the means by which he had 
found her ; and much lefs could fHe gucfs. 
at the company he talked of ; but he was 
too pofitive to be ruled, and too happy to 
be reafonabk j and therefore infifted on 
the whole group crowding into his coach- 
One event more, however^ was to crown 
the morning's adventure : juft as they were 
going out, young Edwm entered ; he came 
in the utmoit hafte to relieve Anna fronv 
the misfortnne in which his fervant's ofB- 
cious zeal for his wifhes had involved her 
— ^Really Ihocked at the conlequence of an 
afl he had applauded, and which, in hopes 
to have his offers of fervice accepted, had 

carried 
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carried him to her lodgings, he fct out witb 
equal hade to prevent her being infuited 
with a charge of fo ignominious a nature. 

A Toon as Bently faw him, with a very 
farcaftical fmile he congratulated him in 
chufing to forfeit his recognizance, rather 
than appear at the horfe- whipping affair ; 
and begged to have the honour of repaying 
him the hundred and fifty pounds he had 
fo generoufly advanced for Mifs Manfcl's 
clothes to Dalton. 

" Why, furely," faid the elder Mordant^ 
" Mr Edwin cannot be the perfon who 
did it ?" 

" There he is," faid Bently ; "if his 
infamous plans had fucceeded, which, 
thank God„they did not, he is too much 
of a Welfhman to deny a faft he would cut 
your throat for charging him with." 

" Really, Sir," anfwered Edwin, with a 
fcornful frown, " your language is unintel- 
ligible to me." 

" May be fo — may be fo," anfwered 
Bentlyi " it is plain Englifh though: but 
I have no time to throw away.— Come, 

M 6 Madam, 
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Madam/' taking Anna's hand from her 
uocle, " lead the way to your own. car-^ 



riage." 



Edwin, all aftonifhcd, called on young 
Mordant, who, with a very ill grace, fuf- 
fered the happy party to proceed without 
him, while he went into a tavern to re- 
count particulars, which in every part cut 
his auditor to the foul, and then followed 
his father, by the diredions Bently gave 
him, to Mrs. Wellers' in Charter-houfe- 
fquare* 



CHAP. 
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CHAPTER UCXIL 



An Old Man's Per/everance. 

XT IS now proper to inform the reader of 
the happy accident which brought about 
this event with refpeft to Bently. I have 
before faid, he made a ftricl, and, the reader 
will conclude, a fruitlefs fearch after Anna. 
He returned to the Abbey in the utmoft 
dejeftion of fpirit at his difappointment^ 
when Mrs. Wellers fent for him to give 
him what farther particulars ihe had heard 
of our heroine. What appeared to her an 
inexplicable myftery, was immediately de- 
veloped by him, who knew well the founder 
of her difgrace at Melmoth-Lodge, h er 
accufer at Lady Edwin's, and her perfe- 
cutor at Layton, was one and the fame 
perfon. So rooted, indeed, were his con- 
tempt and hatred for that Nobleman, that 
^ no 
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no crime appeared to him too black to be 
perpetrated by him ; and Anna's refufal to 
become his wife*, while it added to her 
credit in the opinion of Mrs* Wellers, en- 
deared her to his foul. — He heard, with 
indignation, the farther reports from the 
Daltons, of Edwin's paying their demand,, 
and pofleffing himfelf of her clothes ; — but 
rightly concluding, though he had before 
watched that young man in^ all. his ma- 
noeuvres, without fuccefs, that he muft 
nx)W have acquired fome knowledge of 
her, he fet off for London ; ind having 
again, fet hisfpy to work, learnt, (although, 
while Wilkinfon was in town, the. mafter. 
did not fee her he wa&in fearch of) that 
his favourite man took very frequent jour- 
nies into the city -, confequently it one day 
cntred his head to watch him j, and having 
lodged him at Clark's, he went to the op^ 
pofite fide, to a fnuiF fhop, in order to find 
out what kind of people kept the houfe : 
theaniwer he received being only,, that it 
was an old woman with her daughter, and 

that 
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that the man who had juft entered was 
fweetheart to the latter; he was on the point 
of going off, fatisfied this was not the road 
to his wiftied difcovery i — ^when, happening 
to look up, he faw Anna remove a blind 
from the window, which, as the day was 
fliutting in, obftrufted the light, and fit 
down at her frame to work-r— He retreated 
back, almoft ftagnated. — Too inconfiftenf^ 
now, even to him, were the reports to- her 
difadvantage : indeed, if Edwin kept her, 
it was not probable his large fortime and 
finall ftock of prudence would have fixed 
on fuch a fituation for his miftrefs j— but, 
then, he. was lately married, and fecrecy on 
that account might be neceflary : — ^in a 
word, he had almoft given her up, when 
the woman of the fhop, addrefling her huf-- 
band, remarked how induftrious that poor- 
fick young woman was. "She is now," 
added ihe, "poring between the lights,-— 
no wonder fhe looks fo illj — ^poor thing, 
I am fure fhe does not eat the bread of 
idlcnefs." 

This 



^S 6 ANNA. 

This caught his attention — arid feeing a 
bill for a two pair of ftairs front room to be 
lett to a fingle man, he immediately took 
it, and mounting his new lodging, had then 
watched our heroine, till he was convinced 
her own labour fupported her, as he over- 
looked her whenever he pleafed. 

Satisfied with his obfervations, and 
knowing fhe was an orphan, himfelf being 
childlefs, and without a relation in the 
world, he immediately formed the refolu- 
tion of adopting her, and went to Layton 
to communicate his difcoveries and inten- 
tions to Mrs. Wellcrs. 

On the day after Mr. Bates 'gave his 
mafter fuch a proof of his dexterity, it was 
, agreed Mr. Bently fliould go to Anna in the 
morning, make known his intention, and 
bring her to young Mr. Wellers', where. 
Mrs. Wellers was to meet theni to dinner, 

# 

and take our heroine home with her. till 
Mr. Bently fhould regulate his houfe (now 
a mere bachelor's) fit to receive a miftreis,- 
and procure a companion for her of fuch 

reputa- 
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reputation as might prevent the buly 
and cenforious world from glancing a 
fcandal. 

The mutual pleafure the meeting at 
Mr. Wellers' gave our heroine, and a lady 
fhe both loved and efteemed, is not to be 
told. When the tranfadlions of the morn- 
ing, and the happy conclufions with Mr. 
Mordant's ftory; which Anna had not be- 
fore heard, were repeated, even Mr. Wei- 
lers, with all his apathy, was affcftedi— 
Anna threw herfelf into her uncle's arms, 
in cxpreflive, though fpeechlefs acknow- 
ledgments, for his kind and unwearied 
folicitude to difcover her, which had the 
greater merit, as he declared half his for- 
tune was, injuftice, hers. It now came to 
Anna's turn to be the relator ; every heart 
of the prefent auditors, Mr. Wellers' only 
excepted, who, for the generality, had no 
heart at all, was aduated by the fame 
fpring, univerfal benevolence and kind- 
nefs to all their fellow creatures. When, 
therefore, the diftrefs, Ulnefs, and fuiFerings 

of 
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of this innocent young woman came to 
be exhibited by the voice of truth,, could 
they be lefs than affeded ? No eye was dry^, 
no heart but gave the tribute due to fuch 
unmerited forrow ; nor was there any one 
but felt, with an excefs of pleafure, the 
happy change in her affairs. Mrs. Wellers 
infifted, and Mr. Mordant confented, Anna 
fliould go home with her till flie could be 
fettled.— Bently hallooed, fung, whiftled, 
and wept all the way home j his exertion 
of fpirit, indeed, was not to be wondered 
at,, fince, for the firft time he had tafted 
any thing but water for twenty years, he had 
lately drank a pint bumper of claret. At 
parting, Mr. Mordant put into his niece's 
hand a pocket-book, in which were two 
thoufand pounds in bank-notes.*—" Re- 
ward, my love," faid he, " your friends, 
and humble your enemies, by (hewing 
them leflbns* of true generofity. AU 
narrow refentments are now beneath you i 
you are yet ignorant of the rank you are 
entitled tOi munificence and grcatnefs 

of 
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of foul are the hereditary rights of your 
blood J and Providence has amply fuppli- 
ed you with the means of being relpec- 
table as well as rich/' — ^With thofe kind 
admonitions he left her, pofitivcly refu- 
fing his confent to his fon's attending her 
to Layton> as he earneftly requefted.. 
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